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About Alon
The mission of Alon is to provide an online forum for publishing original 
essays, artwork, reviews, and moderated reflections that productively 
and critically engage with Filipinx American and Filipinx Diasporic 
Studies.  Its founding home is the Bulosan Center for Filipino Studies 
at the Department of Asian American Studies at the University of 
California, Davis.  Its publisher is Escholarship, an open-access e-journal 
platform hosted by the University of California.  Alon is e-published 
three times a year: in March, July, and November. 
https://escholarship.org/uc/alonfilipinxjournal/

About the Bulosan Center for Filipino Studies
The Bulosan Center’s mission draws from the life’s work of Carlos 
Bulosan, worker, writer and activist.  We produce, preserve, and 
disseminate knowledge about the Filipinx experience in the United 
States and the broader diaspora. Our research and education 
programs are driven by our close partnerships with community-
based organizations.  We focus particularly on the most marginalized, 
underserved, and vulnerable populations in the Filipino community.  
https://bulosancenter.ucdavis.edu/
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About the Cover
GLOVES (2017-19) by Sherwin Rio is a textile sculpture series that 
reconfigures  pre-embroidered barong tagalog shirts as pairs of deli-
cate and non-functional boxing gloves. GLOVES is a metaphor for the 
Filipinx American fight for post-colonial visibility and agency, and the 
West Coast struggle against orchestrated violence/oppression, while 
contending with tropes of Filipinx nationalism and masculinity. 

ISSN (International Standard Serial Number):
Alon is licensed under a Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommer-
cial 4.0 International License, except where otherwise noted.  It is listed 
in the Directory of Open Access Journals (DOAJ).

GLOVES, 2017-19, Pre-embroidered piña jusi 
fabric, silk thread, nylon rope, & nail, 11 x 32 x 6 

inches. Photographed by Alexander Taylor. 
Collection of the Fine Arts Museums of 

San Francisco.



vi

Alon: Journal for Filipinx American 
and Diasporic Studies

Rick Bonus
University of Washington

Edward Nadurata
University of California, Irvine

Antonio Tiongson, Jr.
Syracuse University

Theodore Gonzalves
Smithsonian National Museum of 
American History

Joseph Allen Ruanto-Ramirez
Claremont Graduate University

Jean Vengua

Wesley Sosa
University of California, Davis

Angel Trazo
University of California, Davis

Nicholas Garcia 
University of California, Davis

Robyn Magalit Rodriguez 
University of California, Davis

Editor-in-Chief

Editorial Assistant

Reviews Editor

Creative Director/Art 
Editor

Outreach/Forum Editor

Copy Editor

Graphic Designer 

Layout Designer

Associate Managing 
Editor

Managing Editor



vii

Rosa Cordillera A. Castillo
Humboldt-Universität zu Berlin

Robert Diaz
University of Toronto

R. Zamora Linmark
Phillips Academy

Martin F. Manalansan IV
University of Minnesota

Terese Guinsatao Monberg
Michigan State University

Jason Magabo Perez
California State University,
San Marcos

Roland Tolentino
University of the Philippines

Editorial Board

Alon: Journal for Filipinx American 
and Diasporic Studies



viii

Leese Street Studio (Artist Portfolio)
Sherwin Rio 89

Table of Contents

“Anti-Marcos Filipinos,” Other Anti-Imperialist 
Diasporas, and the Praxis of Collective Justice:  The 
Solidarity Politics of the Committee for Justice for 
Domingo and Viernes’s (CJDV)
Michael Schulze-Oechtering

The ‘Ideal’ Female Migrant Subject as Grateful and 
Uncomplaining: Gendered Colonial Ideologies, 
Pre-Departure Orientation Sessions and the 
#UngratefulFilipina
Ethel Tungohan

Essays
The Politics of Visibility and the Politics of 
Appearances: Filipina Migrant Consumer Power and 
its Limits 
Mina Roces

51

35

1

Editor’s Preface
Rick Bonus xi

Filipino Formal Caregivers to the Elderly and 
Normalized Exploitation in the Workplace
Valerie Francisco-Menchavez, Elaika Janin Celemen, and 
Kristal Osorio

69



ix

Asian Americans
Faye Caronan

The Nightcrawlers
José B. Capino

Forum: Ang ka’ tandaan mo duman
a love letter for all my queers
Adam Crayne

Reviews
The Filipino Primitive: Accumulation and Resistance in 
the American Museum
Alana J. Bock

America is Not the Heart: A Novel
Wayne Jopanda

103

100

110

98

106

Maguindanao Kulintang Aesthetic in the Diaspora:  
Honoring the Legacy of Danongan Kalanduyan
Bernard Ellorin

113

Contributors 120

Home/Here 
Luna Beller-Tadiar

112

Solidarity is a Love Verb in Action: Revolutionary 
Capacity to Be Critical Of Ourselves
DJ Kuttin Kandi

114



This page intentionally left blank


