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During the past 10 years, computer-using teachers have applied ingenuity and 
creativity in using devices and software made for nonpedagogical applications, 
often by nonteachers. During this compressed time period, the history of CALL 
pedagogy has replicated the 50-year history of development in TESOL theory and 
practice. Technology-using teachers today are leading the way in innovative teach-
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learners, the promotion of student autonomy, and anywhere-anytime learning. 
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This article reports on a pilot study investigating the attitudes of elementary school 
students toward computers on a personal (pleasure) and academic (school-related) 
level. A Computer Use and Attitude Survey was administered to 25 boys and 24 
girls attending an after-school program in different communities. (Pseudonyms 
have been used by the researcher for parents, students, and for place names.) Re-
sults illustrate that elementary school students, and girls in particular, have a posi-
tive attitude toward computers.
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A generational difference between instructors and students exists with respect to 
technology. While instructors focus on curricular and learning issues, the current 
generation of students, in general, has never known a world in which the Inter-
net and computer technology do not dominate information gathering and under-
standing. Students have grown to expect that computer technology will be part of 
a system of learning. This paper presents the results of a questionnaire in which 11 
students in a university writing class were asked about their perceptions of technol-
ogy use, the difficulties and benefits, and the ways in which their learning might be 
enhanced by better uses of technology.
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immediately and provides a transcript of the conversation for conference or evalu-
ation purposes. The article also discusses the author’s use of a CMC discussion 
forum in her high school English as a Second Language class. Student postings and 
reflections are included. A list of free educational Internet forums is also provided.
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