
S Y M P O S I U M 

(Quasi-)Systematicity and (Non-)Conipositionality 

i n L a n g u a g e 

Organizers :  Willia m Croft ,  Ph.D . 

Cente r  fo r  th e Stud y o f 

Languag e an d Informatio n 

Stanfor d Universit y 

Stanford ,  C A 9430 5 U S A 

Sall y Rice ,  Ph.D . 

Dept .  of  Linguistic s 

Universit y of  Albert a 

Edmonton ,  Albert a 

T 6 G 2E 7 C A N A D A 

Participants :  Mar y Hare ,  Ph.D. ,  Birkbec k College ,  Universit y o f  Londo n 

Approache s t o morphologica l  productivit y 

Willia m Croft ,  Ph.D. ,  Stanfor d Universit y 

The interactio n o f  predicat e aspec t  an d argumen t  countabilit y 

Sall y Rice ,  Ph.D. ,  Universit y o f  Albert a 

Constructiona l  polysem y an d th e Englis h passive :  W h y 

subcategorizatio n an d themati c role s aren' t  enoug h 

T i m Clausner ,  Ph.D. ,  Universit y o f  Michiga n 

Degree s o f  productivit y an d schematicit y i n metaphor s 

A b s t r a c t 

This symposium examines certain 
fundamenta l  assumption s abou t  structura l 
systematicit y an d semanti c compositionalit y i n 
languag e implici t  i n generativ e linguisti c theor y 
an d ofte n adopte d uncriticall y i n cognitiv e scienc e 
research .  Generativ e analyse s hav e presuppose d 
tha t  mos t  linguisti c phenomen a ca n b e describe d i n 
term s o f  highl y genera l  (an d henc e highl y 
productive )  rule s o f  phonological ,  morphological , 
syntactic ,  o r  semanti c combination .  Idiosyncracti c 
linguisti c phenomen a ar e eithe r  relegate d t o th e 
lexico n o r  attribute d t o contextua l  effect s an d 
effectivel y ignore d b y th e rule-base d grammar . 

However ,  assumption s abou t  regularit y i n 
languag e (an d rule-governe d analyse s thereof )  bot h 
originate d an d ar e currentl y maintaine d onl y b y 
th e examinatio n o f  a  smal l  se t  o f  ofte n artificia l 
examples .  Moreover ,  th e idealizatio n awa y fro m 
performanc e data ,  tha t  is ,  actua l  languag e use , 
tend s t o m a k e linguisti c rule s see m mor e genera l 
an d exceptionles s tha n the y tur n ou t  t o be . 
Studie s tha t  involv e exhaustiv e examinatio n o f  th e 
rang e o f  word s o r  construction s t o whic h a 
particula r  rul e applie s demonstrat e tha t  ther e ar e 

seriou s empirica l  problem s wit h th e general-rul e 
approach .  Construction s t o whic h genera l  rule s 
ar e allege d t o appl y ar e i n fac t  subtl y 
idiosyncratic .  O n th e othe r  hand ,  ther e ar e low -
leve l  regularitie s ofte n overlooke d b y generativ e 
account s tha t  meri t  theoretica l  attention . 

Th e symposiu m participant s wil l  presen t 
perspective s o n th e stud y o f  languag e b y cognitiv e 
linguist s an d connectionists ,  w h o tak e a n 
exemplar-base d approac h t o extractin g regularit y 
fro m Unguisti c phenomena ,  revealin g i n th e 
proces s tha t  certai n "irregularities "  i n languag e ar e 
i n fac t  du e t o nonprototypicality .  Th e panelist s 
wil l  illustrat e th e underspecificity ,  context -
sensitivity ,  partia l  systematicit y an d partia l 
compositionalit y o f  language ,  a s evidence d i n 
analyse s o f  dat a a t  variou s linguisti c levels . 

Th e discussio n whic h follow s wil l  focu s 
on way s i n whic h computationa l  model s o f 
languag e representatio n o r  processin g migh t 
procee d withou t  embracin g assumption s o f 
complet e systematicit y o r  perfec t  compositionality . 
Networ k models ,  i n particular ,  see m t o b e highl y 
compatibl e wit h th e empirica l  findings  reporte d o n 
here . 
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