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Definitions of cognitive science typically emphasize the 
field' s interdisciplinar y roots .  A s a  cas e stud y o f  th e field  o f 
cognitiv e science ,  w e analyze d th e activitie s o f  th e Cogni -
tiv e Scienc e Societ y wit h a  particula r  emphasi s o n th e inter -
disciplinar y natur e o f  th e field,  n o w an d sinc e it s inception . 
Analyse s o f  departmenta l  affiliations ,  trainin g backgrounds , 
researc h methodology ,  an d pape r  citation s sugges t  tha t  th e 
journa l  Cognitiv e Scienc e an d th e Annua l  Meetin g o f  th e 
Cognitiv e Scienc e Societ y ar e dominate d b y cognitiv e psy -
cholog y an d compute r  science ,  rathe r  tha n bein g a n equa l 
divisio n amon g th e constituen t  discipline s o f  cognitiv e sci -
ence .  However ,  a t  m a n y levels ,  a  growin g percentag e o f 
wor k wa s foun d t o involv e a  conjunctio n o f  multipl e disci -
plines ,  suc h tha t  approximatel y 30-50 % o f  recen t  wor k i n 
th e Cognitiv e Scienc e Societ y i s  interdisciplinary .  Th e goa l 
of  thi s symposiu m i s t o discus s th e factor s (psychological , 
historicaJ ,  sociological ,  an d others )  tha t  hav e lea d t o th e 
curren t  stat e o f  affairs ,  an d wha t  m a y b e don e t o furthe r  in -
creas e interdisciplinarit y i n cognitiv e science . 
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Interdisciplinary work is a fundamental goal in cognitive 
science ,  bu t  it s  achievemen t  require s mor e tha n tw o re-
searcher s wit h differen t  area s o f  expertise .  Thi s tal k wil l 
repor t  o n som e actua l  collaboration s i n cognitiv e scienc e an d 
attemp t  t o identif y th e attribute s tha t  mak e them ,  i n th e 
judgmen t  o f  thei r  investigator s an d externa l  arbiters ,  particu -
larl y successful .  Consideratio n wil l  b e give n bot h t o rela -
tivel y obviou s features ,  suc h a s disciplin e an d topic ,  an d t o 
les s obviou s ones ,  includin g institutiona l  environmen t  an d 
fundin g agency . 
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As Peter Gallison describes in his recent book on twentieth 
centur y physics ,  interdisciplinar y researc h require s "tradin g 
zones "  i n whic h peopl e fro m differen t  fields  ar e abl e t o 
achiev e a t  leas t  partia l  communication .  Thi s tal k wil l 
discus s som e o f  th e tradin g zone s tha t  mak e interdisciplinar y 
wor k i n cognitiv e scienc e possible ,  takin g int o accoun t 
some o f  th e people ,  places ,  ideas ,  an d method s tha t  hav e 
contribute d t o th e developmen t  o f  cognitiv e science .  I n par -
ticular ,  I  wil l  analyz e th e tradin g zon e betwee n psycholog y 
and artificia l  intelligenc e involvin g computationa l  model s o f 
cognition ,  an d th e tradin g zon e betwee n psycholog y an d 
philosoph y involvin g descriptiv e an d prescriptiv e account s 
of  thinking . 
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