
Tes t s o f  R e m o t e Assoc ia t io n 

Coli n Alle n (Colin@SnBereU.Tunu.Edu ) 
Departmen t  o f  Philosophy ;  Texa s A & M UnivCTsit y 

CoUege Station .  T X 77843-423 5 U S A 

Cynthia M. Sifonis (CMSl2lO@Acs.TAMU.Edu) 
Etepartmen t  o f  Psychology ,  Texa s A & M Universit y 

CoUege Station .  T X 77843-423 5 U S A 

Steven M. Smith (SMS@PsycTainu.Edu) 
Departmen t  o f  Psychology ,  Texa s A & M Universit y 

CoUege Station ,  T X 77843-423 5 U S A 

Abstrac t 

Do Remote Associates Test (RAT) problems measure the 
proces s o f  remot e association ? I n th e presen t  stud y a  ne w se t  o f 
R AT problem s wa s generated ,  an d associatio n norm s wer e 
determine d fo r  eac h tes t  word ,  providin g a n inde x o f  th e 
remotenes s o f  di e associatio n neede d t o solv e eac h problem . 
The observe d remotenes s o f  eac h proble m correlate d wit h th e 
difQcult y o f  th e problems . 

Introduction 

A remote associate is an unusual associate of a word. Remote 
associatio n ha s bee n hypothesize d t o b e th e basi s o f  al l  cre -
ativ e thinkin g (e.g. .  Mednick ,  1962) ,  includin g divergen t 
thinking ,  o r  th e discover y o f  alternativ e idea s (e.g. .  Guilford , 
1 % 7 ) ,  becaus e imusua l  idea s ar e ofte n neede d t o solv e un -
usua l  problems .  Althoug h thi s assessmen t  ma y overstat e th e 
rol e o f  remot e associatic m i n creativ e cognition ,  i t  mmetheles s 
highlî t s  it s  imp(Mtanc e f< x accessin g uncommo n ideas . 

A laboratray instrument used to assess remote association is 
th e Remot e Associate s Tes t  (Mednick ,  1  % 2 ) .  T o solv e Re -
mot e Associate s Tes t  problems ,  subject s sqiposedl y mus t  ac -
ces s mKxxnnK m associate s o f  th e tes t  words .  Eac h proble m 
caisist s o f  a  tria d o f  word s (e.g. ,  A P P L E ,  H O U SE an d F A M -
ILY) ,  an d th e solutio n i s a  singl e w w d associate d wit h eac h o f 
th e thre e tes t  w w d s {tree :  APPLE-tree ,  tree-HOUSE .  an d 
FAMILY-tree) .  Accessin g th e solutic m wor d from  th e thre e 
tes t  w(»d s i s sai d t o requir e ideationa l  fluency  (Guilford , 
1 % 7 ) ,  th e abilit y  t o rejec t  ( x avoi d commo n associate s an d 
retriev e man y respcxises ,  includin g raat e xsaaoaaaoia ,  remot e 
associates .  Althoug h thi s notio n ha s bee n vei y popularl y en -
dorsed ,  ther e ha s bee n a  remarkabl e absenc e o f  researc h c m 
th e proces s o f  remot e associatic m an d th e questio n o f  whethe r 
or  no t  tha t  proces s i s involve d whe n peopl e solv e Remot e As -
sociate s Tes t  problems . 

Does solving Remote Associates Test problems involve re-
mot e association ? Specifically ,  doe s a  ctxnputationa l  mode l 
tha t  use s associatio n hierarchie s mor e accuratel y simulat e hu -
man perfcvmanc e o n a  Remot e Associate s Tes t  tas k tha n c» e 
tha t  merel y searche s associate s randomly ? 

Metho d 

Remote Associate Test items were pretested for their suitabil-
ity .  Th e triad s chose n wer e one s i n ̂ \1uc h 1 )  Th e solutio n 
wor d fcHin s a  conqmun d wor d o r  tw o wcv d phras e wit h eac h 
tes t  word ,  an d 2 )  Th e solutio n w w d need s t o b e recognize d b y 
a hig h proportio n o f  subject s a s a  legitimat e soluticn . 

A group of participants generated associates to each of the 36 
tes t  word s (thre e w w d s fa t  eac h o f  1 2 R A T problems) .  Asso -
ciati(x i  norm s fcM *  tes t  wn-d s wer e created . 

A secon d groiq )  o f  participant s wa s give n th e R A T problem s 
t o solve ,  wit h 20-se c aUowe d pe r  problon . 

Results & Conclusions 

The Remoteness of a RAT problem was computed as the 
number  o f  subject s givin g di e solutio n w w d a s a n associat e i n 
respons e t o tes t  wor d 1 .  plu s th e numbe r  fo r  tes t  wor d 2 ,  plu s 
th e numbe r  fc x tes t  wor d 3 .  Th e Difficult y o f  a  proble m wa s 
th e propcvtio n o f  subject s vih o solve d th e problon .  Th e cor -
relatic m betwee n Remotenes s an d Difficult y wa s r  =  .93 ;  mor e 
remot e problem s wer e solve d les s often .  Tli e R A T problem s 
we generate d appeare d t o measur e th e proces s o f  remot e asso -
ciation ,  showin g tha t  proble m difficult y increase d uiie n th e 
solutio n wor d wa s mor e likel y t o b e a  remot e associat e o f  th e 
tes t  w w d s ,  rathe r  tha n a  clos e associate . 
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