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The majo r  categor y extensio n model s ten d t o hav e tw o 
underlyin g assumption s i n common .  First ,  th e meanin g o f 
th e metapho r  i s  derive d fro m th e mappin g o f  subordinat e 
feature s o f  th e vehicl e o f  th e metapho r  ont o th e topi c o f  th e 
metaphor .  I n an y metaphor,  suc h a s "Susa n i s a  ligh t  i n a 
dar k room, "  th e objec t  o f  comparison ,  "Susan, "  i s th e topic , 
and th e vehicl e i s th e objec t  t o whic h Susa n i s  bein g com -
pared .  Glucksberg ,  McGlone ,  an d Manfred i  (1997 )  differen -
tiat e betwee n th e contribution s o f  th e topi c an d th e vehicl e 
as consU-ain t  an d ambiguity ,  respectively .  Ambiguit y refer s 
t o th e rang e o f  meaning s supporte d b y (h e vehicle ,  s o tha t  a 
highl y ambiguou s vehicl e lik e "ligh t  i n a  dar k room "  woul d 
suppor t  anythin g fro m description s o f  Susan' s intelligenc e 
t o he r  beauty .  Constrain t  describe s ho w th e topi c limit s th e 
relevan t  characteristic s t o b e mappe d fro m th e vehicl e ont o 
th e topic .  Ou r  conceptua l  knowledg e o f  "Susan "  a s a  perso n 
preclude s ou r  belie f  tha t  sh e migh t  b e electri c o r  hav e a n on -
of f  switch ;  thu s tha t  knowledg e o f  "Susan "  limit s th e rang e 
of  possibl e applicabl e meaning s o f  "light. "  Whil e th e ambi -
guit y o f  th e vehicl e an d th e constrain t  o f  th e topi c d o hav e 
an effec t  o n th e interpretatio n o f  th e metaphor ,  th e revers e i s 
not  true ,  s o tha t  topi c ambiguit y an d vehicl e constrain t  d o 
not  affec t  metapho r  meanin g (Glucksberg ,  e t  al. ,  1997) . 

T wo majo r  variant s o f  th e categor y extensio n approac h t o 
metapho r  processin g exist .  Th e propert y attributio n mode l 
take s th e positio n tha t  th e categor y extensio n describe d 
abov e happen s immediatel y upo n exposur e t o th e metapho r 
(Glucksberg ,  e t  al. ,  1997) .  Th e topi c i s treate d a s a  proto -
typica l  member  o f  th e categor y designate d b y th e vehicl e 
lon g enoug h fo r  th e metapho r  t o b e understood .  Thi s mode l 
account s fo r  th e processin g o f  metaphor s whic h ar e explici t 
class-inclusio n statements ,  suc h a s "Susa n i s a  ligh t  i n a 
dar k room. "  Th e othe r  majo r  approach ,  th e conceptua l 
metapho r  model ,  i s  a  mor e drasti c departur e fro m th e com -
pariso n mode l  (Lakof f  &  Johnson ,  1980) .  Th e conceptua l 
metapho r  mode l  argue s tha t  ou r  representation s o f  concept s 
i n long-ter m memor y ar e alread y partiall y  metaphorical ,  s o 
tha t  th e concep t  " P E R S O N"  ma y b e partiall y  represente d b y 
a lin k t o "LIGHT. "  Understandin g lingusti c metaphor s de -
pend s o n accessin g thes e pre-existin g conceptua l  metaphori -
cal  links .  Conceptua l  metapho r  theor y appear s t o bette r  ac -
coun t  fo r  th e wa y metaphor s ca n structur e a  tex t  (Allbritton , 
McKoon,  &  Gerrig ,  1995) . 

My previou s wor k ha s supporte d Glucksber g an d Keysar' s 
(1990 )  positio n tha t  conceptua l  metaphor s nee d no t  b e 
automaticall y accesse d t o understan d metaphor s i n ever y 
situation .  However ,  th e propert y attributio n mode l  stil l 
does no t  preclud e th e existenc e o f  conceptua l  metaphors . 
The goa l  o f  thi s researc h i s t o continu e th e systemati c ex -

ploratio n o f  th e assumption s o f  th e tw o models ,  t o deter -
min e whic h mode l  offer s a  bette r  explanatio n o f  metapho r 
processing ,  an d whethe r  a  comprehensiv e theor y o f  metapho r 
may requir e multipl e model s o f  processing ,  dependin g o n th e 
natur e o f  th e task .  Thi s wor k seek s t o accomplis h thi s goa l 
by directl y comparin g th e tw o models '  disparat e prediction s 
fo r  th e comprehensio n o f  metaphor s tha t  ar e mor e implici t 
categor y statements ,  suc h a s "Susa n li t  u p th e room. "  Proc -
essin g thi s metapho r  coul d depen d o n treatin g th e expresse d 
featur e a s designatin g a  categor y (propert y attribution) .  Al -
ternative ,  a  metaphor' s meanin g coul d b e entaile d b y a  par -
tia l  metaphorica l  mappin g o f  P E R S ON a s L IGHT .  Thi s 
wor k wil l  tes t  thi s hypothesi s vi a us e o f  a  primin g paradig m 
ad^te d fro m Glucksber g e t  al .  (1997) .  Subject s wil l  b e 
expose d t o a  primin g sentenc e includin g eithe r  th e topi c an d 
vehicl e expresse d i n th e sentence ,  o r  th e conceptua l  meta -
phorica l  linkag e tha t  migh t  underli e tha t  structure ,  t o se e 
ho w eac h migh t  facilitat e th e comprehensio n o f  a  metaphor . 
I n th e abov e example ,  th e prime s woul d emplo y sentence s 
featurin g "Susan, "  "li t  up, "  an d "light, "  an d measur e re -
spons e latencie s fo r  comprehensio n o f  "Susa n li t  u p th e 
room. "  Th e experimen t  wil l  als o tes t  fo r  constrain t  an d 
ambiguit y effects .  Thi s wor k expect s t o replicat e th e find -
ing s o f  a n interactio n betwee n topi c an d vehicle ,  a s wel l  a s 
implicatin g a  conceptua l  metapho r  lin k i n th e understandin g 
of  implici t  categor y statements ,  an d b y extension ,  finding 
evidenc e fo r  a  multipl e mode l  approac h t o th e processin g o f 
metaphor . 
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