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Even though the store across from my studio is only open for limited hours each day, the 
patterns of human activity around it constantly shift. What interests me most is when the 

store is closed. The sidewalk becomes more lived-in as soon as the roller shutters are 
pulled down*transforming into a stage for life to unfold. Unhoused people set up temporary 
shelters, exercise, and sometimes take drugs, along with other activities. Over the past two 
years of documenting this storefront, there is always been the possibility of encountering a 

new face, a different action, something unexpected.

The store might be closed, but the world around it never stops. What can we learn when 
we observe the life that continues to run in these in-between spaces, and what stories are 

revealed in the quiet moments when no one is watching.

Chad Unger is a freelance photographer based in Downtown Los 
Angeles, known for his work documenting the intersection of Deaf, 
LGBT+, and marginalized identities. His projects explore themes 
of resilience and community, shedding light on underrepresented 

narratives within urban contexts.








































