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IN 2084, LESS THAN A DECADE AFTER THE
ESTABLISHMENT OF THE MARTIAN COLONY, THE
UNITED NATIONS OPENED UP INTERNATIONAL

MINING RIGHTS IN THE NEARBY ASTEROID BELT.
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MINOR NATIONS COULD THEN ESTABLISH
THEIR OWN SPACE MININE OPERATIONS,
LESSENING DEPENDENCE ON THE HIGHLY
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AUTOMATED SHIPS COULD NOT 8E
PROGRAMMED TO HANDLE THE TASK.

Y

———/ g ey THE SOLUITION,
liwi - W = OF COLIRSE,

WAS--

AND THE COST OF REASONASLY
INTUITIVE Al MACHINES FAR
OUTWEIGHED WHATEVER
PROFITS COULD BE GAINED.




INTENSIVE GENETIC ASSESSMENTS WERE
CONDUCTED IN A RACE TO FIND PEOPLE WHO
COULD 8E SENT INTO SPACE WITH THE MINIMLIM
AMOLNT OF TRAINING AND GENETIC MANIPLILATION.

)

NOT SLRPRISINELY, SOME OF THE BEST AND MOST
VIABLE SPECIMENS WERE FOLIND AMONE THE
BADJAO OF THE PHILIPPINES’ SOUTHERN SEAS.

TIATY
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THE SAMA-LALUT SHOWED THEMSELVES TO
BE WELL-SUITED TO SPACE-FARING LIVES—-

S

-—EXHIBITING AN INBORN APTITUDE
FOR SPACIAL NAVIEATION AND--

\ TRRhHES

——PESISTANCE TO BOTH EXTREME
M| PreSSLIRE AND MOTION SICKNESS.

B -' 2 g i BT S il
[ THEIR TRUE STRENETH, HOWEVER, WAS IN
THEIR CHARACTERISTIC BRONZED SKIN.

CENTURIES AND GENERATIONS OF LIVING AT
SEA UNDER THE LINFOREIVING MARITIME SUN--

--GAVE THE BADJAO A EENETIC STURDINESS AGAINST
MOST OF THE CELLULAR DEGRADATION TYPICAL OF
PROLONEGED EXPOSURE TO SOLAR RADIATION.

4/
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EQUIPPED WITH CHEAP PERSONAL /ION
FIELD GENERATORS THAT PROVIDED AN
INVINSIBLE BLANKET OF B8REATHABLE AlR-—-

S A
K25 o

--AND MEAGER PROTECTION AGAINST THE

| --THE SAMA-LAUT SET OUT IN SCANTILY
EQUIPPED SOLAR-DRIVE SHIPS INTO THAT
PLACE WHICH HAD HERETOFORE B8EEN THE
EXCLUSIVE DOMAIN OF TUHAN,—-

i

--THE ALMIGHTY 60D OF THE SKY.
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ASTEROID BELT.
S BETA QUADRANT

THE SAILS 8ILLOWED AT FUL!
MAST AS THE SOLAR WIND PUSHED
THE SLIVER-SHAPED CRAFT ONWARD TO

LY PLOTTED ASTEROID.

A

EVEN WITH ITS SAILS COMPLETELY
EXTENDED, THE KARLUMAREA WAS
NOT A PARTICULARLY FAST SHIP.

IT LURCHED FORWARD AT A
PURPOSEFUL PACE, ITS MAEBNETIC
OUTRIGEERS STRAINING TO PUSH |
AWAY THE INNUMERABLE PARTICLES

OF SPACE DUST IN ITS PATH,.

| LEPA-CLABS SKYHARVESTING §
0 [HIRD-GENERATION SAMA-LAUT &

IA W77 77 ‘
MANDALI AND HIS SON WERE MANY DAYS
AWAY FROM THE SETTLEMENT, AND SANNO
WAS ALREADY GETTING IMPATIENT.

TN
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DO YOU THINK
WE WILL B8E ABLE
TO FIND SOME
PLATINUM THIS

PERHAPS.

THIS WAS THE THIRD ASTEROID THEY

HAD PLOTTED IN AS MANY MONTHS
WITHOUT A SIEN OF PLATINUM.

Sl

NOW, LESS THAN A KILOMETER AWAY FROM
THEIR QUIARRY, MANDALI SLOWED HIS SHIP
TO A HALT, B8RAKING AND GUIDING IT INTO A
SEMI-ORBIT ALONGSIDE THE PLANETOID.

[ &R

N



A\\

\\\\\§

AN

7z 7= A S ~— 7. 4

MANDALI LOOKEP UP WITH AWE AT THE 5= =
VAST EXPANSE OF ROCK BEFORE HIM. %é/’/?

= X 7= 5 2

HE HAD SPENT ALMOST HIS ENTIRE
LIFETIME AMONG THE COLOSSAL
DENIZENS OF THE ASTEROID BELT,
BUT EVERY ENCOLINTER WITH THESE
GIANTS WAS A PELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE.

£ I

THE PLANETOID WHICH THE KARLMARGA
PRESENTLY CIRCLED WAS THE LATEST

ONLY A HANDFUL OF
SKYHARVESTERS LIKE |
HIMSELF KNEW THEIR WAY
COMPLETELY AROLIND il
ALL KNOWN ONES.
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MANDALI REELED HIMSELF INTO
POSITION IN FRONT OF HIS
NAVIGATIONAL CHARTS.

e e

I HE RECHECKED HIS COORDINATES, REASSURING
HIMSELF THAT THE AREA HAD NOT B8EEN
PREVIOUSLY STAKED 8Y ANOTHER MINER.

)

2 /»V N "-’ = Ajl
74 SucH METICULOUS REDUNDANCIES WERE A |
& NECESSARY NUISANCE IN THIS PLACE.

ALTHOUGH MINING TERRITORIES WERE
DEFINED 8Y LAW, THE DISCOVERY
OF NEW ASTEROIDS AND RADICAL [
CHANGES IN ORBITS OF KNOWN ONES-- [BZ

--USUALLY BROUGHT ABOUT 8Y
{| OUTSIDERS' CARELESS BLAST MINING--

IT WAS NOT LUNCOMMON FOR DISPUTES TO
ENSUE, OFTEN ENDING IN HOSTILITIES
ESPECIALLY WHEN MINERS WHO WERE

NOT OF THE SAMA-LALIT WERE INVOLVED.

SRS 2

HIS PEOPLE WERE WEARY OF THE OUITSIDERS.
THEY HAD NO RESPECT FOR TLIHAN'S DOMAIN,—-

e

--BUT THE SAMA-LALUT TOLERATED THEM BECALISE <
THEIR ION GENERATORS WERE THE ONLY THINGS /
THAT ENABLED THEM TO COMMUNE WITH TLIHAN.

SR
\§\“\\X \ Y

j\ SAILS, SANNO. §
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THE B8OY PUSHED OFF FROM
THE DECK IN SILENCE.

HOW PITIFUL THE
OUTSIDERS ARE WITH
THEIR SILLY SPACESUITS
AND ENCLOSED
SPACESHIPS.

: = e ! : --AND TOUCH
FEEL THE B 7. MY THE VERY SKY

: ‘ : e\ ¢ A WITH ONE'S BARE
SUN ON ONE'S ; " : \\_ HANDS,—- A\

--THAT 1S TUHAN'S
GREATEST GIFT /
TO US HIS PEOPLE! /

77
THE OUTSIDERS LOOK &>
DOWN ON Uus, gut
WE ARE RICH BEYOND
THEIR IMAGININGS. 4\
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WINDED FROM THE EFFORT, SANNO
MOVED TO ADJUST THE ION EMITTER
THAT WAS BOUND TIGHTLY TO HIS ANKLE.

g

HE INHALED DEEPLY, TAKING &
IN THE SCENT OF OZONE.

AN

HE ADJUSTED THE RED
AlR FLOW DIAL AT
THE CAPSULE'S END--

Journal of Transnational American Studies 12.2 (2021)

--5ENDING A RUSH
OF FRESH AIR ALL
OVER HIS B80ODY.

[y

11V | IR AR

WHEN HE WAS DONE, SANN
RELEASED HIMSELF AND--

--SLOWLY DRIFTED
SHIP’'S SURFACE.

GENTLY BACK TO THE [
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SANNO TOOK HIS PLACE BESIDE
HIS FATHER, AND THEY OFFERED A
PRAYER IN DEFERENCE TO THE
SPIRITS RESIDING IN THAT PLACE.

IN THE TRADITION OF THEIR PEOPLE,
FATHER AND SON PROSTRATED
THEMSELVES ALONG THE WIDTH OF
THE SHIP, ITS RELIGIOUS AXIS, FACING
TOWARD THE SUN ON THE PORT SIDE.

HEAR US,
TUHAN, IN THE NAME
OF UMBO, OuR
FIRST ANCESTOR.

YOU ARE
EVERYWHERE
IN THIS PLACE,
AND ALL PATHS
LEAD TO YOU.

GUIDE OUR
RUDDER TO THE
WATERS OF THE
TRUE LIFE,

ATAHAH
KALLLMAN.

GUIDE ALSO
OUR HANDS 50 \=
THAT WE MAY NOT
OFFEND THE SAITAN
. OF THIS PLACE.

SANNO, §
MAINTAIN THE
POSITION AROLIND
THE ASTEROID.,
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ONE OF THE SHIP'S SURFACE PROBES
HURLED SILENTLY TOWARD THE ASTEROID. E

vy \

MANDALI PEERED THROLIGH HIS
| SPECTROSCOPE GOGGLES AT THE TRAIL
OF DEBRIS LEFT IN THE PROBE'S WAKE.

THE FINDINGS SHOWED NO PLATINUM

> e

BUT SOME NICKEL AND IRON,—- [y / s '
7l ////%//4// W

--PLUS JUST ENOUGH TRACES OF

WATER TO ELECTROLYZE INTO
FUEL FOR THE RETURN TRIP.

IT WOULD GET THEM ENOLIGH CREDIT
TO PAY OFF AT LEAST A PORTION
OF THEIR EXPENSES.

SHALL |
BRING US
DOWN
FATHER?
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R A Y =2z N\ AT

v 3 g
MANDALI DEPLOYED THE : N THE KARLMARGA MOVED Nl
SHIP’S CONTAINMENT NETS. CLOSER TO HOVER JUST |t
W7 ABOVE THE IMPACT SITE. e
G 7 Z Z =g p 4 i

INFLATABLE STRUTS AUTOMATICALLY
EXPANDED THE MESH INTO A FIFTY
METER DOME THAT COMPLETELY
ENCLOSED THE MINING AREA.

S e

Z

m/ ‘(/,
I

M

.

7

THE CLOUD OF DEBRIS FLOATED
IN A TIGHT SPIRAL WITHIN ITS
CONTROLLED MAGNETIC FIELD.

G A * NN




. SO ZACZENNL. |
N HE JUMPED WITHOUT HESITATION

MANDALI ADJUSTED HIS
G0GELES A FINAL TIME
AND STRAPPED ON A
LEATHER COLLECTING 8AG. \

7 BT 788

--DIRECTLY INTO THE
SWIRLING MASS OF
ROCKS AND DUST BELOW.

THIS WAS THE MOST DANGEROUS
PART OF THE MINING PROCESS.

N

N I/

WITH JAGGED ROCKS SWIRLING ABOUT HIM,
ONLY A STRONG WILL AND FAITH KEPT MANDALI
CALMLY FOCUSED ON THE TASK AT HAND.

ly o

n X ) 7%  HE FELT A STRONG SENSE OF PRIDE IN HIS
. 7 M , / /—1  WORK. AN OUTSIDER OR ANY LESSER MINER
K : « il / Nl /2277l WOLILD USE A SUIT, BUT NOT A TRUE SAMA-LAUT.

STILL, HE THOUGHT SOMBERLY TO HIMSELF,
EVEN THE MOST SEASONED SKYHARVESTERS
ARE TAKEN WHEN TL/HAN SO WILLED IT.

v/ 1\ W N LIV

HE PRAYED FOR HIS OWN SAFETY AND GUIDANCI

ATAHAH
KALLUMAN
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N
AS HE SWAM INTO THE
CLOUD, HE WOULD
SOMETIMES EXTEND HIS
HAND TO EXAMINE
SOME SMALL ROCK.

MANDALI HAD ALMOST
FILLED HIS POUCH FIVE
TIMES OVER--

WHENEVER HE CAME
ACROSS A LARGE MASS,
HE WOULD PLANT HIS
FEET FIRMLY ON IT AND
croucH DOWN TO
EXAMINE IT FOR FINE
VEINS OF ORE.

--AND WAS ABOUT TO
CALL AN END TO
THE OPERATION--

IF HE FOUND ANYTHING,

i He WOULD TAKE OUT HIS |
PICK AND CHISEL IT AWAY. B

--WHEN A STRANGELY
COLORED SPECK FLOATED
INTO HIS FIELD OF VIEW
SOME METERS AWAY.

i OTHERWISE, HE
WOLULD LAUNCH HIMSELF
BACK INTO THE VOID,
iy 7

" : Wiy
7 i Q]
N NS

509
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DRAWING NEARER, MANDALI
FROZE FOR A MOMENT,
| STARTLED 8Y HIS DISCOVERY.

&l

HE CHECKED ITS
READINGS YET AGAIN.

SURPRISE TURNED TO
EXCITEMENT, THEN
TO URGENCY.

HE QUICKLY POCKETED THE

PRECIOUS ROCK, SEPARATE L \ N . SWIMMING BACK TO THE
FROM THE REST OF HIS CATCH. N\ SAFETY OF HIS SHIP.

1 N

TUHAN HAS
SMILED ON
us THIS TIME.

DONE HERE.
COLLAPSE
THE NET.

WE SAIL
IMMEDIATELY!

N
i

SANNO THOUGHT HE
UNDERSTOOD THE URGENCY
IN HIS FATHER’S VOICE.

AN

ENSURING THE SAFETY OF
THEIR CAREGO WAS THEIR
PRIMARY CONCERN, AFTER ALL.

h_SN

HE TURNED TO THE CONTROL
| PANEL AND REVERSED THE
NET'S MAGNETIC FIELD.

.
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OSSN e

INSTANTLY, THE DEBRIS FLOWED OUT
OF THE NET, PLUSHING THE KARLUMARGA R\
AWAY FROM THE ASTEROID. N

Wi NN N
AS THE SHIP DISENGAGED, SANNO OPENED NN
THE VALVES THAT KEPT THE MESH INFLATED.

THE DOME COLLAPSED INTO A SHRIVELED
SHROUD, TRAILING BENEATH THE SHIP.

N

.:l‘ I

FATHER AND SON PULLED HAND

OVER HAND AT THE NET UNTIL IT
WAS COMPLETELY ONBOARD.

/

HOIST THE SAILS.
LET'S HEAD FOR

THE OUTLINE OF WHAT COULD m ; : 8Y THE TIME HE REALIZED 55
; THERE WAS SOMETHING STRANG 3 :
HAVE BEEN A SMALL M,ETEOE' ] AROUT THE WAY IT MOVED. WHAT IT WAS, IT WAS
FLOATED INTO MANDALI’S VIEW. FSo — ALREADY TOO LATE.




THE WORD THUNDERED
THROUGH HIS MIND...

et THE SHIP APPROACHED FROM THE

DIRECTION OF THE SUN, SO MANDALI
COULD NOT YET TELL WHETHER IT
WAS A 60V’T OR PIRATE SHIP.

EITHER WAY, THE KARUMARGCA WAS

HELPLESS. HAD IT BEEN TO FULL
POWER, ITS OUTRIGEGERS WOULD 8E
7| ABLE TO DEFLECT MOST PROJECTILES.

7 Z

BUT NOW, WITH LITTLE FUEL TO SPARE
AND WITH ITS DEFLECTORS STILL WARMING
up, IT COULD NOT DEFEND ITSELF.

COME DOWN/
AN OUTSIDER
APPROACHES!

H00 L 3 X I

THE 80OY DID NOT SEE THE HE PULLED HIMSELF TO WHERE L
APPROACHING VESSEL, BUT HE | HE WAS NEEDED THE MOST,
OBEYED WITHOUT QUESTION. THE NAVIGATION CONTROLS.

L =D

HE HOPED THAT THE PROBE WOLILD
AT LEAST DISTRACT THE OTHER
SHIP LONG ENOUGH FOR THE
KARUMARGA TO ESCAPE SHOULD
THE SITUATION TURN HOSTILE.

MANDALI WAS ALREADY AT THE
EXPLOSIVES BAY CONTROLS,
READY TO LAUNCH A PROBE
AT A MOMENT’S NOTICE.
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‘mé\.

3

SANNO CAUTIOUSLY STEERED [N
TO FLANK THE OUTSIDER.

AL /N

A

CAREFLILLY EYEING EACH
OTHER, BOTH SHIPS TURNED

| THEIR SIDES TO THE SLIN.

\ THE OUTSIOER REVEALED ITSELF

TO 8E A PATROL VESSEL WITH
THE DISTINCTIVE CRIMSON
LOWER HULL OF THE
MARTIAN LINION POLICE.

PRESENT
YOURSELVES FOR
‘ INSPECTION.

|
l

bnerrwrmpsames.

THE SHIP’'S STERN
SLID OPEN AND--
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TWO FULLY-SUITED
PATROLMEN MADE THEIR WAY
TO THE KARUMARGA'S DECK.

TN
A

| R\t -
FATHER AND SON STOOD QUIETLY AS THEY
SCANNED THE SERIAL NUMBERS FROM
THEIR ION GENERATORS AND CHECKED
THE KARUMARGA'S COMPLUTER LOES.

=)

MANDALI AND SANNO GUARDEDLY
WATCHED THEIR CUMBERSOME APPROACH. |

W) S e,

DOID YOU
FIND ANY
PLATINUM? &

S/ B p

THE PATROLMAN PAID NO
ATTENTION TO SANNO, PERHAPS

DISMISSING HIM AS HARMLESS OR
OF NO VALUE TO THEIR SEARCH.

HIS HEART POLINDED,
WHAT IF THEY DECIDED TO
DO A BODY SEARCH?

’, & e
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THEY ONLY
HAVE FIVE BAGS <
HERE. SURPRISING KWW
THEY EVEN 6OT :
THAT MUCH.

THERE'S R
LITTLE USABLE
ORE IN THIS |
SECTOR
ANYWAY.

\

CARRY ON.

WE'LL
ONLY TAKE
ONE 8AG AS
ATOLL
TAX.

THE PATROLMAN EYED

MANDALI CAREFULLY
FROM HEAD TO TOE.

CERTAINLY,
OFFICER,

\\ ANNN Ny
SANNO'S EYES FLARED
AT THE OFFICER'S WORDS.
SANINNNNNS

WHAT 1S
IT FATHEQ? A

F

: ‘ ALONE AND SAFE ONCE
THE PATROLMEN PLODDED

#) MORE, MANDALI SHOWED

/ HIS SON THE SMALL

1S IT
PLATINUM?

BACK TO THEIR SHIP
AND MOVED ON.

FRAGMENT THAT HE HAD
POCKETED EARLIER,

IHEE /A

515
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NO, 8UT
WHATEVER IT IS,
IT WAS TUHAN'S WILL
THAT WE SHOULD
FIND IT.

TO SANNO’S NAKED EYES, THE
CHUNK OF ROCK SEEMED

LUNREMARKABLE SAVE FOR MINUTE
TRACES OF SOME KIND OF

DARK TAR-LIKE SUBSTANCE.

YET, WHEN HE PUT HIS FATHER'S
G06GLES TO HIS EYES, THE ROCK
SHOWED FAINT WISPS OF BLUE

RISING FROM ITS SURFACE--

A TELLTALE SIGN OF OXYEEN.

ORDINARY CHUNKS OF ASTEROID WOLILD
REGISTER A COLD AND LIFELESS BLACK.
B8UT THIS ROCK WAS REDDISH, EMITTING
AMOLINTS OF HEAT IN SOME KIND OF
CONTROLLED CHEMICAL REACTION.

SOMEHOW, SOMETHING WAS BREAKING
DOWN THE ROCK AND RELEASING OXYEEN
INTO SPACE. THE STRANGE STICKY TAR
MIGHT HAVE SOMETHING TO DO WITH IT.

A LIFE FORM PERHAPS, SIMILAR TO THE TINY WATER
PLANTS OF EARTH'S SEAS THAT HIS ELDERS USED
TO TALK ABOUT? MANDALI COULDON'T TELL FOR SURE.




WHATEVER IT WAS, IT WAS TOO VALUABLE FOR
OUTSIDERS TO FIND OUT ABOUT, HIS ELDERS
WOULD KNOW WHAT TO DO WITH THIS DISCOVERY.

PERHAPS THEY COULD HARVEST IT SOMEHOW,
USE IT SO THAT HIS PEOPLE NO LONGER
NEEDED TO RELY ON OUTSIDER TECHNOLOS&Y
FOR THE AIR THEY BREATHED.

IT WAS IMPORTANT THAT HE AND SANNO
RETURNED TO THE SAFETY OF THE SETTLEMENT
AS SOON AS POSSIBLE WITH THEIR FIND.

MANDALI THANKED TUHAN FOR GLIIDING THEM TO THESE |
WATERS., WHATEVER HAPPENED FROM HERE ON, HE KNEW
THAT TUHAN HAD THIS DAY ON HIM AND HIS SON SMILED ?" ¢

HE STEEQEO THE SHIP FULL ON INTO THE SOLAR
WIND, AND THE KARUMAREGA ROCKED GENTLY
AS IT SAILED ON ITS LONEG JOURNEY HOME.




