Homage to Alfred
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Alfred Hornung is an example of an American Studies researcher who was fully dedi-
cated to the unipolar liberal international world order, liberal in the lower and upper
case. This included an embrace of the pluralist transatlantic world, minority rights,
women’s rights and identity politics among many other topics, but also a steadfast
belief that the US would stand for these values in infinity, and that the Fukuyama
moment would spread democracy around the world. And in that capacity, he was
open for new approaches when | walked into his office on a snowy April day in 2013,
proposing to write about how American musicians negotiated their artistic production
in a changing world of increasing neoliberalism and identity politics since the 1980s.
Unfortunately, this foundation, on which all of his and also my research is based, has
now broken away. The US seems no longer to be spreading democracy and pluralism
but autocracy and the social Darwinist rule of the majority. In this new world we are all
challenged to find new approaches, while one thing is clear: We can’t go on as if
nothing has changed. We all, Alfred included, are now called to respond. The next
decade might actually turn out to be the most important in Alfred’s career and might
bring out an American studies scholar who can lead us in this time of darkness. | surely
hope so, because | am scared.
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