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Evohé avows: “E

bisonte que huye … Por eso, el arte es superior a la teoría, y la poesía, 
”

—
 —Peri Rossi’s Evohé

, granting poetry’s authority to conceptualize, that “social 

drawn from an exacting examination of the works themselves”
Poetry’s 

o declare that poetry is “ ,” that 
“[l]a poesía revela este mundo [y] crea otro” 

Peri Rossi’s poetry’s
“illumination, for it is through poetry that we give name to those ideas

— —
but already felt” (36). 

—delineating, as John Stuart Mill would have it, “the deeper and 
heart” (1214)—

, I exercise poetry’s radical 
Cristina Peri Rossi’s Evohé 
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—Evohé’s principal theme—

eros 

— eros—

eminism’s authority 

Inaugurated in the 90s, queer theory challenged feminism’s 
—

—
feminists and queers have grown since this “cleaving of sexuality from 
gender” (McBean 133). Does queer theory prioritize eroticism—

—
“the theory of gender oppression” (169), and 
“erotic minorities” (166) must

r theory is concerned “with no 
aspects of sexuality” (“Against Proper Objects” 3)? 

—
—

Peri Rossi’s first collection of poems, Evohé 

Examining Peri Rossi’s 

Evohé 
—

—
Evohé 

Evohé
—

—
calls “the ethical dissonance 
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that has split queers from feminists” (518). I 
Evohé 

I select Peri Rossi’s Evohé 

Evohé
Peri Rossi’s 

Rossi’s poems a less 

Evohé Peri Rossi’s 
Evohé 

larger trend in literary criticism on Peri Rossi’s oeuvre: “While Peri Rossi’s 

l attention” (76). Here, Fonder

of Peri Rossi’s poetry Evohé

 
Latin American woman’s poetry collection

woman’s voice into the conversation

that “broaden
feminism in the past and point us to new possibilities in the future” (236). 
Drawing on Marino’s demonstration of Latin American women’s 

— —
poetry’s veracity as Peri Rossi’s
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Evohé 

political prescience of Latin American women’s feminist and queer 

 
The Feminist Dimension of Evohé 

Evohé
the blending and intermingling of two partners’ consciousnesses 
becoming especially evident in the collection’s recurring metaphor of 

the poem “Vía crucis”
“

/ y estás poco iluminada / como una iglesia en penumbra” (

the church’s

—“
tareas de los santos” —

poem’s 

the representation of the poet’s erotic penetration of a feminine 

poet’s
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content of the pilgrim’s prayer becomes the partner’s 
el dolor

the incidence of the partner’s pain— —
poet’s —
“ ” ( —

partner’s lifelong pain

—the partner’s 
—

“ ,”
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content of the desired partner’s linguistic output

woman’s
in the poet’s consciousness

Line nine explains the conditional consequence of the partner’s repetitive, 
. of the poet’s listening 

— resbalar —
’s 

consciousness. As the poem progresses, then, the other woman’s 
—mis hermanos pez 

que cogimos de la mano— —melaza de 
palabras

cosas que
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—
woman’s voice—

“Vía crucis,”

women’s 

melaza de palabras 

women’s existences.
Peri Rossi’s imbrication of lesbian eroticism with a higher, feminine 

Adrienne Rich, in her foundational essay “Compulsory Heterosexuality 
and Lesbian Existence” (1980), theorize lesbian continuum: “a 

—through each woman’s life and throughout history—

consciously desires genital sexual experience with another woman” (648). 
In Rich’s view, t

continuum

space, and bodies. Cixous writes: “In women there is always more or less 

separation” (882; emphasis added) “In woman,” Cixous 
“personal history blends together with the history of all women” 

transcend unethical partitions: “They never taught us nor allowed us to 
say our multiplicity. That would have been improper speech. … You/I then 
become two to please them” (73). For Irigaray, an unr
merged, feminine subjectivities lies beyond prescription: “This ‘all’ can’t 
be schematized or mastered. It’s the total movement of our body. No 

pth does not mean a chasm. … Our depth is the 
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density of our body, in touch ‘all over” (75). Rich, Cixous, and Irigaray 

— —
Rossi’s poems
between women’s individual subjectivities.
“depth” of wom n’s multiplicity antipatriarchal unity, Peri Rossi’s poem 

peregrinación
means to revere another woman’s pain through her lifespan; as 

Rich’s claim that women’s personal history and experience blend with a 
history, a knowing, that all women share. Peri Rossi’s poems depict the 

—
—

Evohé 

, feminist theories on women’s 

 
The Queer Dimension of Evohé

Evohé, 

mujeres

las piernas  el vientre, los cabellos, el pubis  los ojos  la mano  
la boca   los hombros  

los senos. senos, 
 

, but rather to enter another’s entire existence
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senos

Evohé

Evohé 

that “within the terms of culture it is not possible 
to know sex as distinct from gender” (“Performative Acts” 

—  —

and Shannon L. C. Cate point out: “The fact is, more often than not, 

category of ‘female’ or ‘male’” Evohé 

that often informs queer people’s sexualities



22

VOL. 53VOL. 53      QUEER RESISTANCE

 
 

imagines the partner’s senos 
—

—
mancha face’s blur

— —
posible 

poet’s

: “[...] 
” (

afforded to the erotic partner’s future state, rendered in the 

final line, the changes in the partner’s body culimate in an absolute 

Evohé 

Peri Rossi’s representation of eroticism not as the enactment of 

Gender 
Trouble 

ferential, negotiated categories of confinement: “Genders 

nor derived” (180). Liberated futures depend on the subversion, and thus 

Evohé’s 
— —

Rossi’s oeuvre. 
Rossi’s novel Solitario de amor 
protagonist “evokes a nonphallic eroticism” (156); he longs

“not to penetrate and possess, but rather to merge with 
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”
—

—

Evohé.
The moral undertone of this “nonphallic eroticism” may jar some 

he “
lover” that Kaminsky conceives in Solitario de amor 
Evohé Rosemary Geisforfer Fiel, “been 
viewed by some lesbians as constituting restrictive forms of desire, ‘laws 
of the mother,’ or versions of bambi or vanilla sex” 

Evohé

In Krzystof Kulawik’s analysis of Evohé, he argues that “
yuxtaposición de ‘palabra’ y ‘mujer’, del acto poético con el acto amoroso, 
constituye el soporte temático y estructural de la colección”
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— —
heterosexualism: “It is an entire way of living which involves a delicate, 

object of masculine attention” 
(522). Peri Rossi’s Evohé

“gentle mergings” and 

Evohé

heterosexuality, which situates lesbian existence “on a scale ranging from 
deviant to abhorrent,” if not rendering it completely “invisible” (Rich, 
“Compulsory Heterosexuality”
heterosexuality, though, I find Peri Rossi’s erotic lesbian poems queer for 

 manos  piernas

 
The Queer Feminist Dimension of Evohé 

Drawing on Lorde’s definition of poetry as “illumination” and 
Adorno’s claim that new social concepts can be extracted from great 

Evohé

Evohé 
minine partner’s lifelong pain and exchange subjective
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—
—with Butler’s queer conception of 

Evohé 
Evohé 

— —



26

VOL. 53VOL. 53      QUEER RESISTANCE

 
 

para 
 

— —

—“si no llevamos bien”—

Huffer’s view, the neglect of relationality in queer theory
queer animus towards moral or ethical thinking: “… while feminists 
developed a robust field of ethical thinking …
more reticent to engage with ethics” (518). An emblematic reflection of 
this reticence to ethics appeared in Gayle Rubin’s call for extrafeminist 

ries, in part, because of a feminist conservatism: “A good 

called feminist discourse recreates a very conservative sexual morality” 
(166). As Rubin’s argument reveals, this conservative sexual morality in 

—
—

by Leo Bersani’s article “Is the Rectum a Grave?” 
that “

nature of sexual pleasure and the exercise of loss and power” (216). 
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Bersani refutes “our culture’s lies about sexuality”—

—arguing in turn that “the rectum is the 
— —

and women) of proud subjectivity is buried” and thus “it should be 
celebrated for its very potential for death” (222). Antisocial queer theory, 
as represented in Bersani’s argument, displaces morality entirely from the 

— —

Huffer’s 

“
–

ctually live and negotiate their relation to moralities” (519). 

the modern world; according to Huffer, Foucaldian ethics are “a historical 
relation

production” (520

Evohé
—

—

intricacy in the poems themselves, e.g., in Peri Rossi’s allusion to an 

Evohé 
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—
—

incompatible with Bersani’s antisocial queer theory

Evohé that reflect Bersani’s theory of “mastery and 
subordination” (216), the

“mastery.” Consider the 
las palabras

reads more cruelly: “
” (

—
—

concerned with jamming “the machinery of moral ”
Peri Rossi’s poems remind us that this 
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“the question of a manner of living” (
Evohé’s  to her partner’s 

dissolution
Evohé

Evohé —
—

’s Evohé

Evohé’s
— —

 
Conclusion 

“ ” (“I 
”)

Cocteau’s timeless deliberation Cristina Perri Rossi’s Evohé

Evohé serves as a partial response to Cocteau’s 
Evohé

Evohé’s 
“a ”

What is Found Evohé 
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Rossi’s collection in its steady articulation of a  
Evohé

may prove alienating. Peri Rossi’s 
—

Cocteau’s and Rich’s Evohé —
—

’s poems

Evohé 
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The “many queers and feminists” mentioned here refer, principally, to participants in 

a “Latin American woman” may seem questionable, as Peri 

Evohé 
 

Evohé 
Peri Rossi’s frequently suggests that prescriptive language is incapable of veraciously 
describing her lesbian eroticism: “
pronunciarlas a todas, en cambio, / las amé una por una” (42).

— —

“phallocratic scheme of things” (156), what counts semantically as having sex depends on 
penetration and ejaculation, thus rendering lesbians “logically impossible” (158). In her 

Evohé

analysis assumes poetry’s capacity to reflect feelings and projections that we may not have 
—

—
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