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1. Introduction 

“biological sex,” which alters pitch and production more generally (Jacobs 
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2. Literature Review 
 
2.1 Theory 1: Reflection of Identity 
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have so far been linked with “gay speech” (Pahis, 2017) On the other hand, 

“lesbian speech.” (Barron

2.2 Theory 2: Performativity and Perceived Sexuality
  

Supporters of this theory often use the idea of “performativity” introduced 

“Feminine” and “masculine'” are not what we are, nor traits we HAVE, but 

supported by Jennifer Coates (1986), in which she states that “in 

they perpetuate the social order which creates gender distinctions.” 

there are gay men who do not “sound gay” or lesbia
“sound lesbian,” similarly one may find heterosexual men and women who 
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theory by stating that “Following the general practice in sociolinguistics 
of treating the categories “female” and “male” as both given and unitary, 

“feminine” sounding speech in men and “masculine”
switching behavior between essentially “male” and 

“female” intonational styles.” Once again arguing that queer speech is not 

experimental procedures utilized to test this approach focus on listeners’ 

was grouped by listeners’ judgment of the voice stimuli presented 
and whether or not they sounded “gay” allowing participants to judge 

on a scale of 1 to 5 ranging from “very gay” to “straight”, and Katchel et al. 

2.3 Characteristics of Lesbian Speech

2.3.1 Overall Production 
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2.3.2 Pitch and Fundamental Frequency (F0) 

sound more “masculine” and 

heterosexual women; unlike the other two, however, Cuddy’s results on 
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pitch, the range of a speaker’s pitch was also found to have a correlation 

ceived sexuality. In this study, lower F0 values were perceived as “less 
feminine” and therefore more lesbian

2.3.3 Creakiness

Creakiness is a phonetic phenomenon described as “a type of 

voice sound creaky or raspy” (Behrens, 2014). This has been found to be 
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2.4 Lesbian Speech in Spanish and Gaps in Literature 

Phonetic Feature Lesbian Speech (English) Lesbian Speech (Spanish) 

Vowel Production 

/s/ Production 

Segment Duration 

Pitch Range 
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VOT 

Voice Quality 
 
 

 
3. Research Questions and Hypotheses 

Lutzross’s (2015, 2018) findings on creakiness, this 
 

 

 

 

 

 
4. Methodology 
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4.1 Participants 

4.2 Data 
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4.3 Procedure 
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5. Results 

 

*** 
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6. Discussion
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6. Summary and Future Research 
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Appendix A: Discussion Topics 
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Appendix B: Sociodemographic questionnaire 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 


