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NON-ROYAL SELF-PRESENTATION
ALl e Al Jdias

Hussein Bassir

Nichtkonigliche Selbstdarstellung
Auto-représentation non-royale

In ancient Egypt the primary intention of creating textual self-presentations—or self-portraiture

in words, similar to that in paintings, statuary, and reliefs—mwas to present the explicit
characteristics of protagonists in a corresponding fashion, introducing their values and effectiveness
to live and rejoice in immortality, both in the afterlife and in the consciousness and thoughts of
Egypt’s subsequent generations. The practice of self-presentation was rooted in Egyptian literature

from at least the Third Dynasty, and through the course of dynastic history, it differed in aspect,

composition, and theme. Self-presentations show the lives of the elites, vividly portraying their
beliefs, culture, and expectations for the afterlife. The relationship between royalty and nobility
in self-presentations is alluring and informative and compels us to envision the times and the
circumstances in which they were created. These texts also mafke explicit their owners’ wish to be
remembered—not forgotten—after death. The presentation of the non-royal self in ancient Egypt
represents a window into its culture and historical periods.
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of the non-royal self in writing (see
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- Olshen 2001) was the primary

literary tradition through which non-royal
individuals aimed to reveal their identity and
leave their impressions on time in order never
to be forgotten and to secure an eternal
existence in the afterlife (see Ames 2001). The
non-royal life-writing tradition has witnessed
several attempts by modern scholars to define
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the various forms that protagonists used to
express  themselves. The  best-known
descriptive terms for this literary form are
“autobiography,” “biography,” and “self-
presentation.” In order to lead us to the
appropriate term for this genre in Egypt, it is
necessary to first define these terms and their
application to ancient Egyptian literature (see
Gnirs 1996, 2001).
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Defining the Genre

Autobiography (see Jolly 2001: ix), according
to Gunzenhauser (2001: 75), “is a self-
produced, non-fiction text that tells the story
of its writer’s life.”  Etymologically,
autobiography is a Greek term, literally
meaning “self-life-writing” (Olney 1980: 0).
However, as Greenstein (1995: 2421) points
out, “there is no autobiography as such in the
ancient world, if we describe ‘autobiography’ as
the retrospective interpretation of the author’s
own life—a contemplative self-scrutiny of the
past.”

Biography, according to Hoberman, “is a
notoriously difficult form to define because it
borrows from and overlaps with other genres”
(Hoberman 2001: 109). That implies that
biography is written by a biographer, and not
by the protagonist. Lichtheim (1988: 2)
declares, “In Egypt the genre ‘biography’ did
not develop at all.” She further states,
“Biography and autobiography are not
necessarily interrelated." By ‘biography’ the
present author refers only to the text, and not
to the entire self-presentation, which is
multilayered, concerned with text, image,
architectural setting, archaeological context,
and many wider issues and media than the
limited scope of the textual biography
tradition.

Although ancient Egyptian biographies
were similar to autobiographies according to
our understanding of the term, Perdu (1995:
2243) denies the existence of biography in
ancient  Egypt, but  maintains  that
autobiographies are “well attested” (see
Naguib 1997). Perdu’s opinion is not new;
Lichtheim previously made the same point,
stating, “If autobiography is the narration of
bits of one’s life from a position of self-
awareness and reflection, then ancient
Egyptian autobiographical inscriptions were
true autobiographies” (Lichtheim 1988: 2).

Although almost all ancient Egyptian
biographies were written in the first person, it
is not known whether the protagonists
themselves dictated their textual content or
one of their family members dictated it on their
behalf. Based upon this misunderstanding or
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assumption, both titles are commonly used:
“autobiography,” though we may not be
certain whether the work’s author was in fact
the protagonist, and “biography,” though we
may not be certain of who actually wrote the
work—the protagonist or someone else.
Baines (2004: 34) prefers to employ the term
“self-presentation,” rather than autobiography
or biography.

The  self-presentation of  non-royal
members of the elite through image and text,
as a form of artistic and textual expression, was
the oldest, most widespread, and most
significant component of high culture in
ancient Egypt from the Old Kingdom, if not
earlier, until the Ptolemaic and Roman Periods.
The elements of self-presentation varied
according to the titles, professions, and
background of the protagonists, and according
to the reign of the ruler under whom the
protagonists served, but they all focused on the
meanings and history of self in the telling of a
life story. Self-presentations were inscribed on
statues, stelae, tomb and temple walls, and
coffins.

Egyptian  self-presentations  exhibit a
holistic approach (Assmann 1996: 55-56, n. 4;
Simpson 1982; Assmann 1987; Lichtheim
1989: 211; 1992b; Bassir 2014; Bassir ed. 2019).
They were written in a form that fused genres
such as narrative, wisdom literature, funerary
literature, and wishes for the aftetlife. Self-
presentations can be classified into two main
types: 1) idealized self-presentations, which
present the protagonist as living in perfect
accordance with the moral concept of waat,
and 2) event-based self-presentations, which
reveal significant events the protagonist
witnessed or experienced in his professional
career, and from which history can often be
derived.

Self-presentations were produced by the
full spectrum of officials, from low ranking to
high, including priests, artists, physicians, and
military officers of varying ranks, as well as the
administrative state officials who supervised
the royal court, Egypt’s borders, and Nubia. In
the Middle Kingdom, especially, a good
number of middle-ranking officials (and
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soldiers) recounted their exploits; indeed, most
self-presentations that have come down to us
are those of (male) officials. Self-presentations

of women were not documented until the Late
Period (see Jansen-Winkeln 2004).

The primary intent of self-presentations
was the representation of their subject in
accordance with the beliefs of the elite class. In
the Ramesside and Late Periods, for example,
self-presentations ~ often  focused  on
highlighting the pious devotion of the
protagonist before his or her deities, family,
community, and future generations so that he
or she would be —and remain— commemo-
rated. It should be noted that a good number
of self-presentations from the Pharaonic
Period were more concerned with the

protagonist’s devotion to the crown.

Figure 1. Wooden panel of Hesy-Ra in the
Egyptian Museum in Cairo, CG 1427.

Diachronic Presentations of the Non-royal Self

Although their origins likely stem from at least
the Early Dynastic Period (Baines 1999; Edel
1944), the earliest known Egyptian non-royal
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self-presentations date to the Old Kingdom
(2670 — 2168 BCE). One example is the Third
Dynasty decorated wooden panel of physician
Hesy-Ra (fig. 1), which was found in his
mastaba S-2405 in Saqqara and depicts him at
some stages of his life.

In the self-presentation text in his tomb at
Giza (G8090), Fourth Dynasty official
Debehen  reports that his tomb was
constructed as a personal favor from King
Menkaura; as such, Debehen’s text is the first
known self-presentation to record a specific
event in the life of the protagonist. His hip dj
njsw formula, which depicts him with his titles
above the tomb’s entrance (fig. 2), itself
constitutes a type of self-presentation (albeit a
silent one), since his titles convey information
about him (Lapp 19806; Baines 1997).

The self-presentations of the Fifth Dynasty
are particularly informative for their outline of
the interactive relationship between the king
and the non-royal elite protagonist; this
interaction constitutes the subject matter of the
self-presentational text. From the end of the
Fifth Dynasty and continuing through the
Sixth Dynasty, self-presentations detail their
protagonists’ careers, including the reigns and
state of affairs of the kings under whom they
served. The self-presentations of the Sixth
Dynasty, especially, reveal the achievements of
their owners; as such, they are the forerunners
of the laudatory self-presentations of the First
Intermediate Period. The Sixth Dynasty self-
presentation of the court official Weni, from
Abydos (fig. 3), states: “When there was a
secret charge in the royal harem against Queen
Weret-yamtes, his majesty made me go in to
hear (it) alone. No chief judge and vizier, no
official was there, only I alone; because 1 was
worthy, because I was rooted in his majesty’s
heart; because his majesty had filled his heart
with me. Only I put (it) in writing together with
one other senior warden of Nekhen, while my
rank was (only) that of overseer of [royal
tenants]. Never before had one like me heard a
secret of the king’s harem; but his majesty
made me hear it, because I was worthy in his
majesty’s heart beyond any official of his,
beyond any noble of his, beyond any servant of
his” (Lichtheim 2006a: 19).
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Figure 2. 'The hip dj njsw formula above the entrance to the tomb of Debehen, Giza.

Figure 3. Stela of Weni the Elder in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, CGC 1435.
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Self-presentations of the First Intermediate
Period (2168 — 1990 BCE) reveal Egypt’s
political ~ fragmentation. The competing
nomarchs of the state expressed in their self-
presentations their need to appear as successful
rulers of Egypt and, in so doing, echoed the
achievement-oriented self-presentations of the
Sixth Dynasty. The self-presentation of
Ankhtifi from Mo’alla, for example, states:
“Horus brought me to the nome of Edfu for
life, prosperity, health, to reestablish it, and I
did (@it). For Horus wished it to be

reestablished, because he brought me to it to
reestablish it” (Lichtheim 2006a: 85).

Upon the reunification of Egypt (2040
BCE) at the beginning of the Middle Kingdom
the self-presentational tone changed, giving
birth to the ‘“encomiastic autobiography”
(Gnirs  2001: 187), based wupon the
protagonists” ethical merits (Janssen 1946;
Lichtheim 1992b; Perdu 1995: 2249; Franke
1997). This new type of text presented the
ideals and needs of the class of new officials
who had restored Egypt to a single monarchy.
Loyalty to the crown remained a prominent
feature of these texts, whose non-royal elite
protagonists had played a vital role in achieving
Egypt’s stability and consolidation (Gnirs
2001: 187), as is exemplified in the self-
presentation of Ikhernofret from Abydos: “I
did all that his majesty commanded in
executing my lord’s command for his father
Osiris, Foremost-of-the-Westerners, lord of
Abydos, great power in the nome of This. I
acted as “his beloved son” for Osiris,
Foremost-of-the-Westerners. 1 furnished his
great bark, the eternal everlasting one. I made
for him the portable shrine that carries the
beauty of the Foremost-of-the-Westerners, of
gold, silver, lapis lazuli, bronze, ssndm-wood,
and cedar wood. The gods who attend him
were fashioned; their shrines were made anew.
I made the hour-priests [diligent| at their tasks;
I made them know the ritual of every day and
of the feasts of the beginnings of the seasons”
(Lichtheim 20006a: 124).

The Second Intermediate Period (1640 —
1548 BCE) was a time of political, social, and
economic crisis. The self-presentations of the
period allude to that crisis through their
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portrayal ~ of  individuals who
independent and self-confident,

appear
thereby

revealing the prevailing weakness of Egypt’s
central administration (Kubisch 2008 and
2010).

Figure 4. Statue of Amenhotep, Son of Hapu, in
the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, Luxor J.4/Cairo JE
44862.

Starting from the New Kingdom (1548 —
1086 BCE), non-royal self-presentations
contain a wide range of historical material due
to BEgypt’s expeditions into Asia and Africa.
The military campaigns in Western Asia likely
constitute a new development in the period, as
does the extent of Egyptian presence in Hast
Africa, though Egypt had long coveted its
products (Rickal 2005; Simmance 2014; Perdu
1995: 2251; Guksch 1994; Hermann 1940;
Schade-Busch 1997; Maderna-Sieben 1997).
The scribal statue of Amenhotep, Son of Hapu
(tig. 4), is one of the most well-known self-
presentations of the Eighteenth Dynasty. It

wu



ENCYCLOPEDIA of
UCLA EGYPTOLOGY
represents the seated Amenhotep in full
maturity, in his capacity as a scribe, with
hieroglyphic texts mentioning his campaign to
Nubia inscribed on his lap and on the statue
plinth. The self-presentation at Elkab of
Ahmose, son of Abana, who served under a
succession of pharaohs in the 17% to 18%
Dynasties, states: “Now when I had established
a household, 1 was taken to the ship
‘Northern,” because I was brave. I followed the
sovereign on foot when he rode about on his
chariot. When the town of Avaris was
besieged, 1 fought bravely on foot in his
majesty’s  presence. Thereupon 1 was
appointed on the ship ‘Rising in Memphis.”
Then there was fighting on the water in
‘Pjedku’ of Avaris. I made a seizure and carried
off a hand. When it was reported to the royal
herald the gold of valor was given to me”
(Lichtheim 2006b: 12). The text of Ahmose’s
self-presentation thus provides an element of
historical documentation of Egypt’s military
conflict with the Hyksos. Self-presentations
from the Amarna Period are rare (Sandman
1938; Murnane 1995; Gnirs 1996: 230 - 233;
2001: 187; Guksch 1994: 29 - 39, 62 - 65, 73 -
77). The Ramesside self-presentations, some of
them notable for their location within temples,
demonstrate a heightened regard for funerary
customs and beliefs—a phenomenon that
endured through the Third Intermediate and
Late Periods (Frood 2007).

In the Third Intermediate Period (1086 —
664 BCE), the textual compositions of self-
presentations revealed a broadening of the
protagonists’ concepts of personal piety and
individual religious performance (Perdu 1995:
2252; Jansen-Winkeln 2007 a and b; Frood
2013). In the Twenty-fifth (Kushite) Dynasty,
for example, the social and thematic variety of
self-presentation was elaborated, recreating
features produced in earlier periods, but with
remarkable characteristics (Jansen-Winkeln
2009; Zibelius-Chen 1997; Gnirs 2001: 187 -
188), such as the absence of royal names in the
non-royal self-presentations in Egypt; the
absence of genealogy in the records of Kushite
immigrants in Egypt; and the absence of
biographical inscriptions and statuary for non-
royal protagonists in Nubia (Pope 2019: 201 -
202). In the following eclaborate self-
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presentation text on the Theban block statue
of Twenty-fifth Dynasty official Harwa, it is
notable that no royal name is mentioned: “My
Lady made me great when I was a small boy,
she advanced my position when I was a child.
The King sent me on missions as a youth,
Horus, Lord of the Palace, distinguished me.
Every mission on which their majesties sent
me, I accomplished it correctly, and never told
a lie about it. I did not rob, I did no wrong, I
maligned no one before them. I entered the
Presence to resolve difficulties, to assist the
unfortunate. I have given goods to the have-
not, I endowed the orphan in my town. My
reward is being remembered for my
beneficence, my 4« enduring because of my
kindness—Harwa” (Lichtheim 2006¢: 27-28).

A phenomenon of Late Period (664 — 332
BCE) self-presentations is a marked rise of
individualism, as exhibited in the self-
presentation of Montemhet, who held, among
other titles, that of Governor of Upper Egypt.
His text, inscribed on his statue (Berlin
Museum 17271), states: “l was count of the
Theban nome, and all of Upper Egypt was in
my charge, the southern boundary being at
Yebu, the northern one at Un. I bestowed my
benefits on Upper Egypt, my love on Lower
Egypt; the citizens longed to see me, like Re
when he shows himself, so great was my
beneficence, so exalted was my excellence!”
(Lichtheim 2006¢: 32). It is furthermore during
the Late Period that the first known self-
presentations by women appeared (Jansen-
Winkeln 2004).

The Saite Period in Egypt (664 — 525 BCE)
was a time of huge political change in which
the non-royal elite enjoyed a prestige that had
normally been restricted to royalty in earlier
periods of more centralized authority. Saite
self-presentations mirror the continued rise of
individualism (Perdu 1995: 2252 - 2253;
Jansen-Winkeln 2014; Réssler-Kéhler 1991,
Heise: 2007). For example, the Saite self-
presentation of Neshor named
Psamtikmenkhib is a remarkable display of
autonomy. Inscribed on the back pillar of his
statue Louvre A90 (Bassir 2016) (fig. 5),
Neshot’s self-presentation text narrates his
activities at Elephantine in late Saite Egypt,

6
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especially his role in the mercenaries’ revolt
against King Apries early in the king’s reign,
and also sheds light on unnamed affairs taking
place in the south (Bassir 2014: 38; 2016: 66 -
95). The Late-Period self-presentation of
Payeftjauemawyneith, inscribed on his statue
from Abydos (Louvre A93), provides a similar
affirmation of authority: “I built the temple of
Khentamenti, as a solid work of eternity, at his
majesty’s command, that he might see
prosperity in the affairs of Tawer” (Lichtheim
2006c: 34). Significantly, the name of Saite king
Amasis (Ahmose II) is featured only once, at
the end of Payeftjauemawyneith’s self-

presentation (see Bassir 2015).

Figure 5. Statue Louvre A 90 of Neshor named
Psamtikmenkhib.
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Non-royal self-presentations demonstrate,
historically, how the relationship between
kings and non-royal elites changed over time.
In some periods, self-presentations mirrored
the rising power of non-royal elite individuals
who  presented themselves as  highly
independent and possessed of a king-like
autonomy (see Lichtheim 2000b: 4; Baines
1995 a and b; 1996; Leprohon 1995; Gundlach
1997 a and b; 1998). Self-presentations can
thus provide insight into the nature of
Egyptian kingship and, moreover,
documentation of the relationship between the
crown and nobles, the king occupying a
preeminent place in protagonists’ texts during
periods of strong rule and relegated to a brief
mention, or none at all, in times of waning
royal authority.

Self-presentations allow us to see their
protagonists as multifaceted individuals.
Reflected in their self-presentations are not
only how the protagonists understood
themselves but also their rulers, deities, and
cultural traditions, intertwined as they were in
the individuals’ life, career, and afterlife. The
genre of self-presentation is rightfully
established in the spectrum of Egyptian literary
and aesthetic traditions.



UCLA ESvrroirosy

Bibliographic Notes

For the definition of the self, see Olshen (2001) and Ames (2001). For more on the history and origin
of self-presentation in ancient Egypt, see Misch (1951: 20 - 46). For an overview and historical survey
of the genre of self-presentation from the Old Kingdom to the Late Period, see Gnirs (1996 and
2001); Perdu (1995); Kubisch (2008); Frood (2007); Bassir (2014); and Jansen-Winkeln (2004). For
examples from different historical periods, see Sethe (1906 — 1909), (1932 — 1933), and (1935);
Roccati (1982); Schenkel (1965); Lichtheim (1988); Helck (1983 and 1955 — 1958); Kitchen (1968 —
1990 and 1993); Rickal (2005); Jansen-Wilkeln (1985); Otto (1954); and Heise (2007). For more on
self-presentation in ancient Egypt, see Van de Walle (1975); Lichtheim (1988, 1992 a and b); Vernus
(1995); Naguib (1997); Assmann (1983 and 1987); Stauder-Porchet (2017); Kloth (2018); Bassir
(2019); and the recent publication by Stauder-Porchet, Frood, and Stauder (2020).

References

Ames, Deborah Lee

2001  Survival and life writing. In Encyclopedia of life writing: Autobiographical and biographical forms, Vol. 2, ed.

Margaretta Jolly, pp. 854 - 856. London and Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn.
Assmann, Jan

1983  Schrift, Tod und Identitit: Das Grab als Vorschule der Literatur im alten Agypten. In Schrift und
Geddchinis: Beitrige zur Archiologie der literarischen Kommmunnikation, ed. Aleida Assmann, Jan Assmann,
and Christof Hardmeier, pp. 64 - 93. Miinchen: Fink.

1987  Sepulkrale Selbstthematisierung im Alten Agypten. In Selbstthematisiernng und Selbstzeugnis: Bekenntnis
und Gestindnis, ed. Alois Hahn and Volker Kapp, pp. 196 - 222. Frankfurt am Main: Suhrkamp.

1996  Preservation and presentation of self in ancient Egyptian portraiture. In Studies in honor of William
Kelly Simpson, Vol. 1, ed. Peter Der Manuelian, pp. 55 - 81. Boston: Museum of Fine Arts.

Baines, John

1995a  Kingship, definition of culture, and legitimation. In Ancient Egyptian kingship, Probleme der
Agyptologie 9, ed. David O’Connor and David Silverman, pp. 3 - 47. Leiden: Brill.

1995b  Origins of Egyptian kingship. In Ancient Egyptian kingship, Probleme der Agyptologie 9, ed. David
O’Connor and David Silverman, pp. 95 - 156. Leiden: Brill.

1996  On the composition and inscriptions of the Vatican Statue of Udjahorresne. In Studies in honor of
William Kelly Simpson, Vol. 1, ed. Peter Der Manuelian, pp. 83 - 92. Boston: Museum of Fine Arts.

1997  Kingship before literature: The wotld of the king in the Old Kingdom. In Se/bstverstandnis und
Realitit: Akten des Symposinms zur agyptischen Konigsideologie in Maing 15. — 17.6.1995, ed. Rolf Gundlach
and Christine Raedler, pp. 125 - 174. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

1999  Forerunners of narrative biographies. In Studies on ancient Egypt in honour of H. S. Smith, ed. Anthony
Leahy and John Tait, pp. 23 - 37. London: Egypt Exploration Society.

2004 Egyptian elite self-presentation in the context of Ptolemaic rule. In Ancient Alexandria between Egypt
and Greece, ed. William V. Harris and Giovanni Ruffini, pp. 33 - 61. Leiden and Boston: Brill.

Bassir, Hussein

2014 Image and voice in Saite Egypt: Self-Presentation of Neshor named Psamtikmenkhib and Payeftanemawyneith,
Wilkinson Egyptology Series 2. Tucson, AZ: University of Arizona Egyptian Expedition.

2015 On the historical implications of Payeftjauemawyneith’s self-presentation on Louvre A 93. In Joyful
in Thebes: Egyptological studies in honor of Betsy M. Bryan, ed. Richard Jasnow and Kathlyn M. Cooney,
pp- 21 - 35. Atlanta: Lockwood Press.

2016  Neshor at Elephantine in Late Saite Egypt. Journal of Egyptian History 9(1), pp. 66 - 95.

Non-Royal Self-Presentation, Bassir, UEE 2021 8



ENCYCLOPEDIA of
UCLA EcyFrolocy
Bassir, Hussein (ed.)

2019 Living forever: Self-presentation in ancient Egypt. Cairo and New York: American University in Cairo

Press.
Edel, Elmar

1944  Untersuchungen zur Phraseologie der dgyptischen Inschriften des Alten Reiches. Mitteilungen des

Deutschen Instituts fiir Agyptische Altertumskunde in Kairo 13, pp. 1 - 90.
Franke, Detlef

1997  “Schépfer, Schiitzer, Guter Hirte”: Zum Konigsbild des Mittleren Reiches. In Selbstverstindnis und
Realitit: Akten des Symposinms zur dgyptischen Konigsideologie in Maing 15. — 17.6.1995, ed. Rolf Gundlach
and Christine Raedler, pp. 175 - 209. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

Frood, Elizabeth

2007 Biographical texts from Ramessid Egypt, ed. John Baines. Writings from the Ancient World 26. Leiden
and Boston: Brill.

2013 Sensual devotions: Sensuous expetience, performance, and presence in Third Intermediate Period
biography. In Ancient Egyptian literature: Theory and practice, ed. Roland Enmarch and Verena Lepper,
pp. 153 - 184. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

Gnirs, Andrea Maria

1996  Die dgyptische Autobiographie. In Ancient Egyptian literature: History and forms, ed. Antonio Loprieno,
pp- 191 - 241. Leiden, New York, and Koln: Brill.

2001  Biographies. In The Oxford encyclopedia of ancient Egypt, Vol. 1, ed. Donald Redford, pp. 184 - 189. New
York: Oxford University Press.

Greenstein, Edward

1995  Autobiographies in ancient Western Asia. In Cavilizations of the ancient Near East, Vol. 4, ed. Jack
Sasson, John Baines, Gary Beckman, and Karen Rubinson, pp. 2421 - 2432. New York: Chatles
Scribner’s Sons.

Guksch, Heike
1994 Konigsdienst: Zur Selbstdarstellung der Beamten in der 18. Dynastie. Heidelberg: Heidelberger Orientverlag.
Gundlach, Rolf

1997a  Zu Inhalt und Bedeutung der dgyptischen Konigsideologie. In Selbstverstandnis und Realitit: Akten des
Symposiums zur agyptischen Konigsideologie in Mainz 15. — 17.6.1995, ed. Rolf Gundlach and Christine
Raedler, pp. 1 - 8. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

1997b  Die Legitimationen des dgyptischen Konigs: Versuch einer Systematisierung. In Se/bstverstindnis und
Realitit: Akten des Symposinms zur dgyptischen Konigsideologie in Maing 15. — 17.6.1995, ed. Rolf Gundlach
and Christine Raedler, pp. 11 - 20. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

1998  Der Pharao und sein Staat: Die Grundlegung der dgyptischen Konigsideologie im 4. und 3. Jabrtansend.
Darmstadt: Wissenschaftliche Buchgesellschaft.

Gunzenhauser, Bonnie

2001  Autobiography: General survey. In Encyclopedia of life writing: Autobiographical and biographical forms,

Vol. 1, ed. Margaretta Jolly, pp. 75 - 78. London and Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn.
Heise, Jens

2007 Erinnern und Gedenken: Aspekte der biographischen Inschriften der dgyptischen Spatzeit. Orbis Biblicus et

Orientalis 226. Fribourg: Academic Press; Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht.
Helck, Wolfgang

1955- Urkunden der 18. Dynastie (Urk. IV 17 — 22: 1955 - 1958). Urkunden des dgyptischen Altertums.
Leipzig: Hinrichs.

1983 Historisch-biographische Texte der 2. Zwischengeit und nene Texte der 18. Dynastie. 2nd revised edition.
Kleine dgyptische Texte 6(1). Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.

Hermann, Alfred

1940  Die Stelen der thebanischen Felsgriber der 18. Dynastie. Agyptologische Forschungen 11. Gliickstadt:

Augustin.
Hoberman, Ruth

2001  Biography: General survey. In Encyclopedia of life writing: Autobiographical and biographical forms, Vol. 1,

ed. Margaretta Jolly, pp. 109 - 112. London and Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn.
Jansen-Winkeln, Karl

1985 Agyptische Biographien der 22. und 23. Dynastie. 3 volumes. Agypten und Altes Testament 8. Wiesbaden:

Harrassowitz.

Non-Royal Self-Presentation, Bassir, UEE 2021 9



ENCYCLOPEDIA of
UCLA EcyFrolocy
2004 Bemerkungen zu den Frauenbiographien der Spétzeit. A/torientalische Forschungen 31(2), pp. 358 - 373.
2007a  Inschriften der Spdtzeit, Teil I: Die 21. Dynastie. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
2007b  Inschriften der Spatzeit, Teil I1: Die 22. - 24. Dynastie. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
2009 Inschriften der Spatzeit, Teil I1I: Die 25. Dynastie. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
2014 Inschriften der Spatzeit, Teil IV: Die 26. Dynastie. 2 volumes. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
Janssen, Jozef Marie Antoon
1946 De traditioneele Egyptische antobiographie vdor het Nienwe Rijk. 2 volumes. Leiden: Brill.
Jolly, Margaretta
2001  Editor’s note. In Encyclopedia of life writing: Autobiographical and biographical forms, Vol. 1, ed. Margaretta
Jolly, pp. ix-xii. London and Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn.
Kitchen, Kenneth
1968-  Ramesside inscriptions: Historical and biographical. 8 volumes (1968 — 1990). Oxford: Blackwell.
1993 Ramesside inscriptions translated and annotated: Notes and comments 1: Ramesses 1, Sethos 1, and contemporaries.
Oxford and Cambridge, MA: Blackwell.
Kloth, Nicole
2018 Quellentexte zur dgyptischen Sogialgeschichte I: Antobiographien des Alten Reichs und der Ersten Zwischenzeit,
2nd ed. Einfithrungen und Quellentexte zur Agyptologie 12. Miinster: Lit.
Kubisch, Sabine
2008  Lebensbilder der 2. Zwischengeit: Biographische Inschriften der 13. - 17. Dynastie. Sonderschrift, Deutsches
Archiologisches Institut, Abteilung Kairo 34. Berlin and New York: de Gruyter.
2010  Biographies of the Thirteenth to Seventeenth Dynasties. In The Second Intermediate Period (Thirteenth —
Seventeentlh Dynasties), ed. Marcel Matée, pp. 313 - 327. Leuven: Peeters.
Lapp, Guinther
1986 Die Opferformel des Alten Reiches: Unter Beriicksichtigung einiger spaterer Formen. Sonderschrift, Deutsches
Archidologisches Institut, Abteilung Kairo 21. Mainz: Zabern.
Leprohon, Ronald
1995  Royal ideology and state administration in pharaonic Egypt. In Civilizations of the ancient Near East,
Vol. 1, ed. Jack Sasson, John Baines, Gary Beckman, and Karen Rubinson, pp. 273 - 287. New
York: Chatles Scribner’s Sons.
Lichtheim, Miriam
1988 Auncient Egyptian antobiographies chiefly of the Middle Kingdom: A study and an anthology. O1bis Biblicus et
Orientalis 84. Fribourg: Academic Press; Géttingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht.
1989  The stela of Taniy, CG 20564: Its date and its character. Studien zur Altigyptischen Kultur 16, pp. 203 -
215.
1992a  Autobiography as self-exploration. In Sesto Congresso Internazionale di Egittologia: Atti, Vol. 1, pp. 409 -
414. Turin: International Association of Egyptologists.
1992b  Maat in Egyptian antobiographies and related studies. Orbis Biblicus et Orientalis 120. Fribourg: Academic
Press; Gottingen: Vandenhoeck & Ruprecht.
2006a _Ancient Egyptian literature I: The Old and Middle Kingdoms (with a new foreword by Antonio Loprieno).
Berkeley, Los Angeles, and London: University of California Press.
2006b _Ancient Egyptian literature I1: The New Kingdom (with a foreword by Hans W. Fischer-Elfert). Berkeley,
Los Angeles, and London: University of California Press.
2006¢  Ancient Egyptian literature I11: The Late Period (with a new foreword by Joseph G. Manning). Berkeley,
Los Angeles, and London: University of California Press.
Maderna-Sieben, Claudia
1997  Der Konig als Kriegsherr und oberster Heerfiihrer in den Eulogien der frithen Ramessidenzeit. In
Selbstverstandnis und Realitit: Akten des Symposinms zur agyptischen Konigsideologie in Mainz 15. — 17.6.1995,
ed. Rolf Gundlach and Christine Raedler, pp. 49 - 79. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
Misch, Georg
1951 A history of antobiography in antiguity. Cambridge: Harvard University Press.
Murnane, William
1995 Texts from the Amarna Period in Egypt, ed. Edmund S. Meltzer. Writings from the Ancient World 5.
Atlanta: Scholars Press.

Non-Royal Self-Presentation, Bassir, UEE 2021 10



ENCYCLOPEDIA of
UCLA EcyFrolocy
Naguib, Saphinaz-Amal
1997  Mémoire de soi: Autobiographie et identité en ancienne Egypte. In Built on solid rock: Studies in hononr
of Professor Ebbe Egede Knudsen on the occasion of his 65th birthday, April 11th 1997, ed. Elie Wardini, pp.
216 - 225. Oslo: Novus.
Olney, James
1980  Autobiography and the cultural moment: A thematic, historical, and bibliographical introduction. In
Autobiography: Essays theoretical and critical, ed. James Olney, pp. 3 - 27. Princeton: Princeton University
Press.
Olshen, Barry
2001 The self. In Encyclopedia of life writing: Autobiographical and biographical forms, Vol. 2, ed. Margaretta Jolly,
pp- 799 - 801. London and Chicago: Fitzroy Dearborn.
Otto, Eberhard
1954 Die biographischen Inschriften der dgyptischen Spatzeit: Lbre geistesgeschichtliche nnd literarische Bedeutung. Leiden:
Brill.
Perdu, Olivier
1995  Ancient Egyptian autobiographies. In Civilizations of the ancient Near East, Vol. 4, ed. Jack Sasson,
John Baines, Gary Beckman, and Karen Rubinson, pp. 2243 - 2254. New York: Chatles Scribner’s
Sons.
Pope, Jeremy
2019  Self-Presentation in the T'wenty-Fifth Dynasty. In Living forever: Self-Presentation in ancient Egypt, ed.
Hussein Bassir, pp. 191 - 206. Cairo and New York: American University in Cairo Press.
Rickal, Elsa
2005  Les Epithétes dans les antobiographies de particuliers du Nouvel Empire égyptien. 2 volumes. Ph.D.
dissertation, Université Paris IV-Sorbonne.
Roccati, Alessandro
1982 La littérature historigue sons l'ancien empire égyptien. Paris: Editions du Cerf.
RoBler-Kohler, Ursula
1991 Individuelle Haltungen zum dgyptischen Konigtum der Spatzeit: Private Quellen und ibre Konigswertung im
Spannungsfeld zwischen Erwartung und Erfabrung. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
Sandman, Maj
1938 Texts from the time of Akhenaten. Brussels: Fondation égyptologique Reine Elisabeth.
Schade-Busch, Mechthild
1997  Bemerkungen zum Ko6nigsbild Thutmosis’ I11. In Se/bsterstindnis und Realitat: Akten des Symposinms
gur agyptischen Kinigsideologie in Mainzg 15. — 17.6.1995, ed. Rolf Gundlach and Christine Raedler, pp.
211 - 223. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
Schenkel, Wolfgang
1965 Memphis, Heraklegpolis, Theben: Die epigraphischen Zengnisse der 7. — 11. Dynastie Agyptens. Wiesbaden:
Harrassowitz.
Sethe, Kurt
1906-  Urkunden der 18. Dynastie (Urk. IV, 1 —16: 1906 - 1909). Urkunden des dgyptischen Altertums.
Leipzig: Hinrichs.
1932- Urkunden des Alten Reiches (Urk. 1: 1932 — 1933). Urkunden des dgyptischen Altertums. Leipzig:
Hinrichs.
1935 Historisch-biographische Urkunden des Mittleren Reiches (Urk. V71I). Urkunden des dgyptischen Altertums.
Leipzig: Hinrichs.
Simmance, Eleanotr Beth
2014 Amenbotep son of Hapn: Self-Presentation through statues and their texts in pursuit of semi-divine intermediary
status. Mastet’s Thesis, University of Birmingham.
Simpson, William Kelly
1982  Egyptian sculpture and two-dimensional representation as propaganda. Journal of Egyptian Archaeology
68, pp. 266 - 271.
Stauder-Porchet, Julie
2017 Les autobiographies de lancien empire égyptien: FEtude sur la naissance d'un genre. Orientalia Lovaniensia
Analecta 255. Leuven: Peeters.

Non-Royal Self-Presentation, Bassir, UEE 2021 11



ENCYCLOPEDIA of
UCLA EcyFrolocy
Stauder-Porchet, Julie, Elizabeth Frood, and Andréas Stauder (eds.)
2020 _Ancient Egyptian biographies: Contexts, forms, functions. Wilbour Studies in Egyptology and Assyriology 6.
Atlanta: Lockwood.
Van de Walle, Baudouin
1975  Biographie. In Lexikon der Agyptologie, Vol. 1 (columns 815 - 821), ed. Wolfgang Helck and Eberhard
Otto. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz.
Vernus, Pascal
1995 Egsai sur la conscience de I'histoire dans I'Egypte pharaonique. Paris: H. Champion.
Zibelius-Chen, Karola
1997  Theorie und Realitdt im Koénigtum der 25. Dynastie. In Selbstverstindnis und Realitit: Akten des
Symposiums zur dgyptischen Konigsideologie in Maing 15. — 17.6.1995, ed. Rolf Gundlach and Christine
Raedler, pp. 81 - 95. Wiesbaden: Harrassowitz

Image Credits

Figure 1.

Figure 2.

Figure 3.

Figure 4.

Figure 5.

Wooden panel of Hesy-Ra in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, CG 1427. (Photograph by Sameh
Abdel Mohsen © Egyptian Museum in Cairo.)

The htp dj njsw formula above the entrance to the tomb of Debehen, Giza. (Photograph by the
author.)

Stela of Weni the Elder in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, CGC 1435. (Photograph by Ahmed
Amin © Egyptian Museum in Cairo.)

Statue of Amenhotep, Son of Hapu, in the Egyptian Museum in Cairo, Luxor J.4/Cairo
JE 44862. (Photograph by Sandro Vannini/Laboratotiorosso.)

Statue Louvtre A 90 of Neshor named Psamtikmenkhib. (Photograph © 2008 Musée du Louvte,
dist. RMN-Grand Palais/Georges Poncet.)

Non-Royal Self-Presentation, Bassir, UEE 2021 12



