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The UC Berkeley Institute for Parks, People, and 
Biodiversity aims to bring an interdisciplinary 
approach to the research, management, and pro
tection of our national, state and local parks and 
public lands. Recognizing that parks and public 
lands play an increasingly important role in climate 
adaptation, public health, education, jobs, and 
environmental justice, the Institute will serve as 
convener, research coordinator, and bridge between 
field managers and the academic community.

The Institute is devoted to the investigation, 
dissemination, and application of science to 
the critical issues facing national, state, and 
local parks, and equivalent protected areas. The 
Institute fosters cross-disciplinary research, 
applied science, policy, and field management, and 
also strives to help prepare the next generation of 
conservation leaders in academia and in the field.
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The George Wright Society advances the scientific 
and heritage values of parks and protected areas. 
The Society promotes research and resource stew
ardship across cultural and natural disciplines; 
brings practitioners together to share their exper
tise;  provides avenues of communication among 
scholars, researchers, educators, practitioners, 
and the public about the importance of parks 
and protected areas; and supports informed 
conservation decisions and management actions 
that embrace these values. By uniting people from 
many different backgrounds around a common 
passion for protecting Earth’s natural and cultural 
heritage, we create the collaboration needed to 
meet today’s greatest conservation challenges.
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