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PARKS: The International Journal of Protected Areas 
and Conservation is published by the International 
Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) World 
Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) twice a 
year as an online, open-access, peer reviewed journal. 
By agreement with IUCN, the publishers of Parks 
Stewardship Forum cross-promote the two journals.

The latest edition of PARKS, a special issue focused 
on Protected Areas and COVID-19, was released 
exactly 12 months after the official pandemic declara
tion by the World Health Organization. Co-edited by 
Brent Mitchell and Adrian Phillips, working closely 
with the new WCPA Task Force on Protected Areas 
and Covid 19, it examines the causes, consequences, 
and implications of the global pandemic from the 
perspective of protected and conserved areas. It 
makes the case that expanded, effective systems of 
protected areas are needed to avoid future calamities.
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