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WE ARE OCEAN PEOPLE: INDIGENOUS LEADERSHIP IN MARINE CONSERVATION
CINDY BOYKO & ‘AULANI WILHELM, GUEST EDITORS

IssueSpecial

Watch > https://youtu.be/PcAEhVmuQEc

Madagascar has over 5,000km of coastline with more than 500,000 people depending on coastal and marine 
resources for their livelihoods. Nonetheless, geographical isolation characterizes the majority of these coastal 
communities.
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Locally Managed Marine Areas (LMMAs)  
in Madagascar: Best Practices
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MIHARI (MItantana HArena andRanomasina avy eny Ifotony – Tambazotra Madagasikara)
and Solofo Nandrianina Ralaimihoatra

The first locally managed marine area (LMMA) in 
Madagascar was created in 2015. Madagascar took the 
step towards the empowerment of local communities 
to take and implement decisions about the use of 
their resources. Since then, the adoption of this 
approach has been expanding within communities, 
governmental authorities, and organizations working 
in marine and coastal conservation.

In June 2012, the first forum brought together 
representatives from 18 LMMAs. The MIHARI 
network was established as an outcome of this. 
MIHARI is Madagascar’s national network of 
LMMAs. Today we have more than 200 LMMAs. 
Our vision: Marine and coastal resources are 
managed sustainably for the well-being of LMMA 
communities and their future generations. Our 
mission: To support the networking of LMMA 
communities for the long-term management of 
marine areas through capacity building, welfare 
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enhancement, advocacy, and effective 
sharing of experiences.

In this video, narrated in our Indigenous 
Malagasy language with English subtitles, 
we share best practices we have learned so 
far on our LMMA journey.

FOR MORE INFORMATION
Solofo Nandrianina Ralaimihoatra 
MIHARI 
Villa Tsiriry, Lot VC 2 B  
Ambanidia Faliarivo 
Antananarivo, Analamanga 101  
Madagascar
communication@mihari-network.org
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Parks Stewardship Forum explores innovative thinking 
and offers enduring perspectives on critical issues of 
place-based heritage management and stewardship. 
Interdisciplinary in nature, the journal gathers insights 
from all fields related to parks, protected/conserved 
areas, cultural sites, and other place-based forms of 
conservation. The scope of the journal is international. 
It is dedicated to the legacy of George Meléndez 
Wright, a graduate of UC Berkeley and pioneer in 
conservation of national parks.

Parks Stewardship Forum is published online at  
https://escholarship.org/uc/psf through eScholarship, 
an open-access publishing platform subsidized by 
the University of California and managed by the 
California Digital Library. Open-access publishing 
serves the missions of the IPPB and GWS to share, 
freely and broadly, research and knowledge produced 
by and for those who manage parks, protected areas, 
and cultural sites throughout the world. A version of 
Parks Stewardship Forum designed for online reading is 
also available at https://parks.berkeley.edu/psf.  
For information about publishing in PSF, write to 
psf@georgewright.org.

Parks Stewardship Forum is distributed under a 
Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial 4.0 
International License (CC BY-NC 4.0). 

The journal continues The George Wright Forum, 
published 1981–2018 by the George Wright Society.

PSF is designed by Laurie Frasier  •  lauriefrasier.com

The Interdisciplinary Journal of Place-based Conservation

Co-published by the Institute for Parks, People, 
and Biodiversity, University of California, Berkeley 
and the George Wright Society.  ISSN 2688-187X
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