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ABSTRACT

This article summarizes the work I undertook from 2023-2025 as a Mellon Humanities Postdoctoral Fellow at Juan
Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail (Anza NHT). It identifies long-standing gaps in Indigenous representation
and participation on the trail and reviews the perpetuation of settler-colonial narratives that minimize the violence
of settler invasion and marginalize the contributions of Native peoples in interpretive materials. These critiques are
set alongside the significant interpretive and relational shifts initiated by Anza NHT staff following the adoption

of revised themes and interpretive approaches in the 2023 Foundation Document. The report details the creation
of internal onboarding materials designed to reorient the staff’s understanding of the impact of Indigenous dis-
possession, settler occupation, and the legal and structural violence that shaped the United States federal govern-
ment and the National Park Service. The report also outlines the development of external Tribal outreach materials
that build on this understanding of settler violence and articulate the trail’s commitments to accountability that
exceeded the minimum federal requirement within an inherently asymmetrical system. The work concludes by
summarizing updates to interpretive materials and highlighting new projects and partnerships along the trail, inclu-
ding the development of the Anza 250 commemorative logo, a revised Anza NHT brochure, and enhanced support
for Tribes and Native-led organizations made possible through the Mellon partnership’s funding.

INTRODUCTION
We come from the land.... My ancestors were colonized three times ... first by the missions, the Spanish. They came here with this idea of taking the
land. They didn’t come here in hopes of saving these savage people but to enslave the people that were here on this land.... Mexico came in and stole
the lands from [the Spanish Churches], took that land and now it is called Mexico.... By the time [American settlers] got to California on the westward
expansion, it was not about creating treaty with Indians anymore. It was about mass extermination.'

Corrina Gould (Confederated Tribes of Lisjan)

The land currently called California and Arizona has and cosmology.? Colonial regime changes came quickly,
long been filled with people and stories, with complex  but little changed for Indigenous Peoples when Mexico
histories and relationships between communities, with  declared its independence from Spain in 1821. Under

systems of care and ceremony, and cycles of living the colonial occupation of Mexico, the Native population
and death. Both geographic areas and the Indigenous remained exploited, and labored within the rancho system
communities in those areas were subjected to what in the period of secularization.’?
Corrina Gould describes above as the three waves of
settler invasion and occupation: Spanish, Mexican, and This brief but destructive period coincided with passage
the current US occupation. of the United States’ Preemption Act in 1841, a law that
guaranteed squatters first rights to purchase land at
Long-extant Indigenous lifeways and practices were vio- low rates based on first “settlement and improvement”
lently disrupted by the invasion and sustained presence of public lands owned by the federal government.* The
of the Spanish in the 18th century and the erection of act worked in tandem with Andrew Jackson’s genocidal
a mission system, which incarcerated Native peoples Indian removal policy of the 1830s and further opened
and used their enslaved labor to enshrine Spanish rule the American West to White settlement. In 1848, Mexico
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ceded the land that is now called California and northern
Arizona to the United States in the Treaty of Guadalupe
Hidalgo, which heralded an intensified wave of settler-
colonial occupation. This period ushered in yet more
settler violence during the Gold Rush, which saw the US
federally fund the killing of Indigenous Peoples.® The
historian Patrick Wolfe argues that “access to territory”
is settler colonialism’s “irreducible element” and sug-
gests that land grabs, like the one described above, are
accomplished by destroying Indigenous life and lifeways
and erecting a settler society in its wake. In short, he
writes, “Settler colonialism destroys to replace.”

TRANSFORMING RELATIONS AND INTERPRETATION AT ANZA NHT

We live daily in the wake of this destruction in the US,
and its enduring presence engulfs quotidian life and his-
torical memory alike. As a settler academic and activist
working at the intersection of Indigenous studies,
settler-colonial studies, and critical information studies,
I am acutely aware of how these histories coalesced and
shaped the legal establishment of public lands and the
National Park Service (NPS) and its impact on Native
peoples in California and Arizona. When I applied to the
Mellon Postdoctoral Fellowship at Juan Bautista de Anza
National Historic Trail (Anza NHT), I did so in hopes that
I would be able to bring a critical approach and language
to the position and help reckon with settler violence

Upon my arrival in fall 2023, I found
myself at the start of a significant overhaul

led by Anza NHT staff of their materials
and approaches on the trail.

while simultaneously highlighting Indigenous lifeways
and resistance. The initial call described the position as
one that would allow the Fellow to develop “research,
interpretation, outreach, and educational and digital
programming initiatives focused on the complexities of
Indigeneity, identity and heritage of Spanish colonization,
and the Anza Expedition.”” Upon my arrival in fall 2023,

I found myself at the start of a significant overhaul led

by Anza NHT staff of their materials and approaches on
the trail. Earlier that year, for example, Anza NHT staff
released a Foundation Document with revised interpretive
themes that more accurately represented Native contribu-
tions and would be used to help invigorate Tribal engage-
ment along the trail.

As aresult, I spent my two years with the trail developing
training materials and Tribal outreach materials, and

helping to build relationships with Tribes and Native-led
organizations along the trail with the enthusiastic support
of Anza NHT staff. The summary that follows provides

an overview of the projects I worked on and supported.

It includes a critical identification of gaps in Indigenous
representation, an overview of the aforementioned
materials, and a summary of the projects and samples of
new interpretative content at the Anza NHT.

SETTLER MEMORY AND GAPS IN INDIGENOUS REPRESENTATION AT ANZA NHT

For much of its history, Anza NHT presented an incom-
plete, paternalistic vision of settler-colonial violence
and invasion. Despite the expeditions’ dependence

on Indigenous knowledge and diplomacy, Anza NHT
promotional and branding materials, including its
brochure and main logo, often perpetuated narratives
of colonial heroism and Indigenous tokenism. These
narratives coincided with a lack of Tribal engagement
evidenced in the trail’s 1996 Comprehensive Manage-
ment Plan.

Designated by Congress in 1990, the Anza NHT follows
long-extant Indigenous travel and trade routes and

marks the 1774-1776 Spanish exploratory and colonizing
expedition led by Lieutenant Colonel Juan Bautista de
Anza. Anza’s trek began in present-day Sinaloa and Sonora,
Mexico, progressed through southern Arizona, and ended
in San Francisco, California. The expedition included
Father Pedro Font and 240 colonists from Mexico with the
imperative to settle Native lands in response to competing
encroachment by other imperial powers.

Then and now, the trail spans over 1,200 miles and runs
through the homelands of over 70 Tribal communities.?
Native leaders of the Tribes along the trail were acutely
aware of the shifting social and political landscape and
made alliances to both prevent and reduce the threat

of Spanish violence. The expedition’s success and the
colonists’ survival would not have been possible without
the deep geographic and climatological knowledge of
Native guides like Sebastian Tarabal, a Cochimi guide and
translator, who led the caravan along the edge of what is
now the Mojave Desert.’

The language and characterizations of Native contribu-
tions used above, which situates Anza NHT in a much
longer history of Native knowledge and travel, represents
one shift in narration and interpretation by Anza NHT
staff to reflect newer documentation.!® To contrast this,
consider the trail’s 2020 brochure, which begins with the
heading “Pursuing a Dream” and states, “Juan Bautista
de Anza’s father had a dream. As a soldier on the colonial
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frontier of New Spain, he wished to find an overland
route to the coastal province of Alta California. He died
in an Apache ambush when Anza was three years old.”"
In this too-familiar narrative of the singular male hero,
Anza’s mission is expressed through Spanish colonial
patrilineal desire and posited as a dream that is ended by
Indigenous attackers.

Despite the necessity of Native guides and strategic
alliances with Native communities, such contributions
had been under-represented in Anza NHT materials
and re-enactment performances, which favored cele-
bratory colonial narratives. In the 2020 brochure,
Indigenous relations to lands and Native guides are
presented peripherally and only mentioned subsequent
to Anza. The use of enslaved Native labor to erect
Spanish missions is mischaracterized as merely the
“[provision] of the labor required to build them.”*? The
brochure mentions the devastation of Native peoples
but also notes that, “Many Spanish believed they were
serving the Native communities’ best interests.”"® This
paternalistic approach masks the scale of racial violence
and terror that characterizes settler invasion. Following
in much the same logic, the trail’s previous investment
in colonial re-enactment recapitulated and minimized
the inherent anti-Indigenous violence of a Spanish-led
military expedition.

Similarly, I read Anza NHT’s main logo, designed by
former staff with the assistance of a design team circa
1995, as an example of multicultural tokenism. The 1990s
heralded a wave of “melting pot” approaches to teaching
and understanding multiculturalism and diversity in the
United States, but this push often resulted in tokenizing
inclusions of non-White peoples that reproduced racial,
racist stereotypes.'* Rather than reprint and reproduce the
potential for harm of the antiquated logo here, I describe
it. The Anza NHT logo features several silhouettes and
centers a male Spanish colonial figure, presumably Anza
himself, on a horse with his arm raised. To the right of
this is an “Indigenous” male figure, on foot, and holding

a spear, further visually coded as “Indian” via feathers

in long hair and loincloth. Behind and to the left of the
Spanish figure is a woman holding an infant, seated on

a horse, who is followed by a Spanish priest, denoted by
alarge cross, seated on a mule. Much like the brochure
opens with mention of an Indigenous attack, the “Indian”
figure is the only figure depicted holding a weapon. I find
this curious given the fact that Anza led a Spanish military
occupation, and armed soldiers were part of the caravan
and the historical record.

As I searched the digitized materials available for Anza
NHT, I found no evidence of Tribal consultation during
the design draft process. In the final logo, what we are
provided is a visual stereotype of an “Indian” with no
distinct identity or cultural specificity. The visual register
of this figure as “Indian” is one which relies on the
circuitry of what Aileen Moreton-Robinson (Goenpul,
Quandamooka) calls “settler common sense” that both
traffics in a settler-colonial fantasy of Indigenous life and
reifies the primacy of the settler.

In addition to the representational issues, I also found
that Native peoples were under-represented or largely
absent from the trail’s administrative records. In reviewing
the trail’s founding documents, I found little evidence

of sustained engagement with Tribes. For instance, it
remains unclear how involved Tribes were with the initial
scoping and development of the trail. Despite there

being well over 70 Tribes along the trail, Anza NHT’s
comprehensive management plan lists only nine Tribes as
having been consulted: Amah-Mutsun Ohlone Tribal Band,
Cahuilla Band of Indians, Costanoan/Ohlone-Esselen
Nation, Gabrielino/Tongva Tribal Council, Gila River
Indian Community, Muwekma-Ohlone Tribe of the San
Francisco Bay, Quechan Indian Tribe, Salinan-Chumash
Nation, and Tohono O’odham Nation.'® According to the
comprehensive management plan, only two of the nine
Tribes sent letters in response to NPS outreach. Esselen
Nation’s letter advocated for a “proposed mitigation”

and suggested “that misrepresentation of the Indian
viewpoint can be avoided by encouraging descendants to
record their own history, identify significant resources
and participate in the interpretation regarding their
history and ethnography.””” The Bureau of Indian Affairs
sent a letter on behalf of the Cahuilla Indian Reservation,
who voiced opposition to the use of reservation lands

for a recreational trail, citing the disruption of Tribal
lands, previous experience with trespassing, and noted
that these experiences made them “protective of their
limited resources.”*® In accounting for the lack of Tribal
engagement, I will note that federal government offices
often send out only the minimum requisite notice and
place the onus for contact and response on already under-
resourced Tribal officials.””

In a more contemporary context, I found that Tribal con-
sultation is further complicated by the peculiar position
of national historic trails within the National Park System.
Unlike a single, physical park site, national historic trails
span significant swathes of geographic area and often
involve a mosaic of sites and spaces managed by a variety
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of administrators. As a national historic trail, the NPS
does not own or manage land at Anza. As a result, many of
the trail’s decisions are made in partnership with outside
landowners and managers, which can include entities such
as California State Parks and Arizona State Parks, Bureau
of Land Management, and other NPS units. Thus, the NPS
staff at Anza NHT are limited in their ability to compel
consistent tribal consultation with both federally and non-
federally recognized tribes.

REORIENTING APPROACHES, BUILDING NEW RELATIONS

In 2020, the Martinez Adobe at John Muir National
Historic Site, home to Anza NHT’s sole permanent
exhibit, was closed due to structural issues. This pre-
sented an opportunity for Anza NHT staff to critically
re-approach interpretive strategies and develop Anza
NHT’s foundation document, initiated in late 2021 and
finalized in March 2023. As part of this process, Anza
NHT staff invited Indigenous leaders and scholars

to collaborate in a workshop to update the trail’s
interpretive themes.

The 2023 foundation document highlights both Indigenous
lifeways and the enduring impact of colonization on Tribes,
as well as articulating an imperative to pursue projects that
“embrace Native voices in collaboration [and ] develop

an interpretive program that allows for both stories to be
told equitably.”* The foundation document also reflects

a significant shift in language that explicitly names the
Anza expedition as a colonial endeavor tied to “Spain’s
geopolitical and global empire building strategy,” which
“established Spanish power ... at the expense of Indigenous
peoples and their cultures.”” Such language has also
formed the basis of NPS making several major revisions to
partnerships along the trail, including withdrawing support
for colonial re-enactment and from partner organizations
that support colonial re-enactment.

When I began my fellowship, Superintendent Naomi
Torres and Interpretive Program Manager Christopher
Bentley indicated the need for the development of training
and outreach materials. Together, we envisioned a two-
part project. First, I would write an onboarding document
for staff and interns that would provide background in-
formation about Anza NHT’s multiple colonial histories;
provide an overview of the trail’s previous limited Tribal
engagement, with an emphasis on accountability; and
indicate the trail’s ethical and legal commitments to
Tribes. Second, I would develop outreach materials for
Tribal engagement that would communicate Anza NHT’s
core values and guiding rationales, demonstrate the shifts
in the trail’s work as evidence of commitment (i.e., “show

don’t tell”), and clearly articulate the trail’s commitment
to Tribes beyond the minimum requisite federal laws. Both
documents would express the values and vision of the
2023 foundation document. The documents went through
several rounds of drafting, an external review, and an
additional internal NPS review.

The internal, onboarding document is shared with all staff
members, regardless of their position or the duration of
their employment with Anza NHT. The goal is to express
a critical and shared ethic and responsibility amongst all
staff equally, regardless of their level of experience and
knowledge. The onboarding document educates current
and incoming staft on how Anza Trail’s staff understand
the social, legal, and historical context of their positions as
agents of the state and how this shapes their interactions
with Native peoples. This includes a discussion of how
colonization and settler-colonialism carried out the
intentional erosion of Indigenous lifeways and upended
the complex social, cultural, and political systems Indi-
genous communities developed with each other and
their inhabited lands. The document notes that the
establishment of NPS and the creation of “public lands”
was made possible by imposing a settler governmental
and legal structure, and traces formative legal context
from early land ordinances, to the “Marshall Trilogy,” to
the impact of the Native American Graves Protection and
Repatriation Act (NAGPRA). %

While Tribal consultation is undertaken primarily by

NPS superintendents, the intent is to provide all staff,
regardless of their position on the trail, with an outline

of the required federal duties and protocols as a result

of the erection of a settler-state federal government and
juridical structure. It is imperative for staff to understand
that the 1916 establishment of NPS in the Organic Act is
the direct result of federal oversight of lands within the
public domain, and US ownership is the direct result of
centuries of systematic dispossession and anti-Indigenous

The [onboarding] document notes that
the establishment of NPS and the creation

of “public lands” was made possible by
imposing a settler governmental and legal
structure, and traces formative legal context.

racial violence.” The onboarding document asks staff
to understand that these socio-legal histories and their
impacts should result in actionable change and shifts in
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the way partnerships are pursued with Tribes. The work
fundamentally argues that the impact of settler-colonial
violence cannot be overstated because it enables NPS
staft’s presence and positions on the trail. These histories
also inform how Indigenous communities may understand
NPS staff as agents of the federal government.

In crafting the onboarding document, I use clear and
assertive language to critically acknowledge the inherent
limitations of working within settler-state institutions.
First, I acknowledge that the language used by the federal
government “does not necessarily reflect Indigenous
beliefs, values, or ways of relating to land. Indigenous
communities are more than ‘stakeholders,” and land and
sacred sites are more than natural and cultural resources
or resources to be managed by the state.”* Further,
drawing on the work of Mohawk scholar Audra Simpson,
I want staff to understand the importance of Indigenous
refusal.” I write, “The right to refusal is particularly
important as the Anza NHT works to establish a recre-
ational trail along the historic corridor which always
runs through Native lands and sometimes runs through
reservations. We [ Anza NHT staff] understand the

risks such a project could signal to tribal communities
and deeply respect their right to protect themselves,
their ancestral knowledge, their sacred areas, and their
relations.”* Finally, I note that as staff “work to preserve
Indigenous data sovereignty ... we are mindful of what
conversations and documentation might become part of
the public record and thus potentially subject to Freedom
of Information Act (FOIA) requests.””’

The onboarding document also includes a two-page review
of best practices for establishing relationships with Tribes
along the trail and asks the staff to prioritize people, not
projects or deadlines, so staff can create more ethical and
flexible approaches. The list includes the importance of
understanding oneself as a guest, not an expert, and insists
staff do not defend or rationalize harmful past actions of
staff, partners, NPS, or the government. In conjunction
with these best practices, I supervised Sandra Amezcua,
an intern via the Hispanic Access Foundation, as she
compiled the initial research for the second part, a report
on the 70+ tribal communities along the trail, which I
then edited and revised for Anza NHT’s use. This report
allows trail staff to “do their homework” or review vital
information about the Tribe before reaching out as a way
to (a) ensure engagement occurs through the proper

and appropriate channels and (b) reduce the burden

on Tribal communities. The report was compiled from
publicly available information, largely authored by Tribes
themselves, and privileges community-created maps and
information whenever possible.

The external Tribal outreach document reflects the lessons
in the internal onboarding document. In the “Education
and Interpretation” section, the document explicitly refer-
ences the subjugation and dispossession of Indigenous
Peoples’ land and relations, as well as their continued
survival against ongoing occupation. Under “Caretaking
and Preservation,” the document discusses the limitations
of a stewardship framework under ongoing occupation and
describes the limitations of language such as “stakeholders,”
as mentioned above. Importantly, the work clarifies that
the designation of Anza National Historic Trail is not a
legal claim to the land along the trail, and the designation
cannot be used as legal grounds to appropriate the land.

In “Community-led Projects,” the trail acknowledges the
past limited involvement with Tribal communities and the
funding of colonial re-enactments. The work states that,
“As we [the Anza Trail staff] reckon with these harm-

ful practices, we have shifted our focus to community-
centered education, partnerships, and ways to channel
resources toward Native-centered projects.””® The section
“Transparency and Flexibility” emphasizes the trail’s
commitment to Tribal protocol and process, protections
from further state harm, an awareness and commitment
to Indigenous data sovereignty, and the right for Tribes to
refuse participation.

As part of the financial arrangement of the Mellon
Fellowship, the position brought funding that was
directed to Tribes and Native-led organizations along
the trail. In an attempt to reduce extractive approaches,
I asked that funds be used only to support projects

and programming dictated by the community, and that
projects and programming did not need to be public-
facing. Further, Tribes did not need to invite Anza NHT
staff nor “advertise” the trail or use the logo in any

way. In short, the funding should be used to support
Indigenous resilience and the resurgence of cultural and
educational programming for their communities; it is
money owed and long overdue and should be offered
with as few strings as possible. As a result, Anza NHT,
with the support of American Conservation Experience
and the Anza Trail Foundation, was able to support

a variety of communities and projects including the
construction of traditional structures, educational
programming centered on food sovereignty and cultural
preservation, and programming that brought Tribal
Elders and youth together to share cultural practices.

As we undertook this work, the staff and partners planned
for Anza 250, which marks 250 years since the colonizing
expedition. Again, this planning was used as an opportunity
to revise and re-approach the trail’s branding materials. I
contributed to the feedback process as the commemorative
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FIGURE 1. After extensive revisions, a new version of the brochure for Juan Bautista de Anza National Historic Trail was published in 2025.
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desierto y comunicarse con otras tribus.

The Anza Trail Today

R
arriesgéndose a pasar tremendas penurias y & morir
por un futuro incierto,
:Por qué se habrian arriesgado
tanto? ;Qué podria hacernos
partir de casa?

Diverse immigrant communities, much like those of
San Francisco at its founding, shape the culinary and
art scenes in the American Southwest and Californi

Today, the Anza Trail
landscapes and connects communities, cultures,
ecosystems, and a great diversity of people.

iconic American

Each year in early October, thousands of people
journey from their homes in Arizona and Mexico to
Magdalena de Kino in Sonora. Many travel over 100
miles, n foot or horseback. The pilgrimage
predates the Anza ws the
e e T el

In California, migrant farm workers stil follow the
seasons nza Trail corridor between El
Centro and the Salinas Valley.
\nd\genous peoples continue o struggle fo

justice. Freeways have.

wild spaces. Water is scarce and natural disasters are.

But hope endures.

Native cultural traditions are resilient, and efforts
continue to return traditional lands to tribes.

,, Hision san Gabril
Ainger

Corote
aConyen

o
o Desert
S pork

Anca o

Yoha e,

Diversas comunidades de inmigrantes, muy parecidas
125 desan Francico en el momento de

fundacién, conforman los mundos culinarios
Aitcos s Suroees de Etads on y California.
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Disfrute el sendero
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ntre personas y culturas a través
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larga historia de la
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En California, los colas migratorios

o ncigenasy o

siguen las estaciones a lo el
Sendero de Anza entre El Centro y el valle de Salinas

Los pueblos indigenas siguen luchando por el
reconocimiento, la soberania y la justicia. Autopistas
ahors ocupan el luga de os senderos separando
unidades. Desarrollos urbanos invaden
mas tierras salvajes. E| agua es escas y las el
turales son mas frecuentes

Pero la esperanza perdura.

Las tradiciones culturales nativas son persistentes,
continan los esfuerzos para devolver las tierras
ancestrales a las tribus.
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recorter el sendero, partcpams en e
Vivos sus caminos y su legad

Los senderos recreativos ofrecen oportunidades para
pacer ace ety moniaes cabally pracicon
el ciclismo. Los sitios histGricos nos presentar
contexto tangbl de hisoria colonial P aciay
de de la colonizacién. Los
R orvori
segun el lugar y el segmento de senderos recreativos

Conozeaa historia y el legado de la ruta en coche. La
Ruta para automéviles se aproxima al camino
historico de la expedicion.

continue to emerge and
flourish along the route.

Experience the Trail

Exploring the Anza Trail today is an act of connecting
people and citures through tme. The many
interstates, highways, streets, and hiking and biking
paths we use today everhy me Nativetrai and the
Hisorc cordor of the Anzi By retracing
T e S e e K
heritage aive

Recreation trails offer opportunities for walking,
hiking, horse riding, and cycling. Historic sites provide

Experience the ge of the trail by
car. The Auto Route approximates the historic
expedition path.

Explore the trail by train in the summer months. Trails
& Rails guides offer interpretive programs onboard
the Amtrak Coast Starlight between Santa Barbara
and San Jose.
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Explore el sendero en tren en los meses. ﬂe verano.
Los guias de Senderos y Rieles ofrec

interpretativos a bordo del iren Const Staright de
Amtrak entre Santa Barbara y San José

Idantique etosetrroea o argo dl
Sendero de Anza

Ruta histérica: indica que una carretera se
encuentra adentro del camino transitado.
por cié

Ruta para automéviles: indica una ruta de
conduccién continua que se aproxima a
expedicion histérica

Marcador de senderos: identifica
segmentos de senderos recreativos ai
siguen la ruta de expedicion y marca los
puntos de partida de los senderos
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River, find food and water in the desert, and
communicate with other tribes.

The Anza expedition would not have been possible
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ex lew Spain came at the cost of
ndigenous i and e

In late June of 1776—days before the signing of the
Declaration of Independence on the other side of the

ontinent—the ex ived on the site that
‘would become San Francisco.
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families to settle on Native lands was a far more
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en and soldie

Wity would they have taken
such risks? What might make
you leave your home?

Though we have few individual accounts from

colonists, we can study their social status and identity
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identidad para descubrir pistas que expliquen su
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Martinez y Castro son algunos de los nombres
influyentes presentes en las ciudades y
comunidades de California.
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tirras Goupadas po pucblos ndigenas consinyendo
puestos militares avanzados y estableciendo ranchos
extensos. Los indigenas fueron obligados a construir

historia complicada de nuestro pais.

Look for these signs along the Anza Trail

Historic Route - Indicates a road
within the corridor traveled by the
expedition.

Auto Route - Indicates a continuous
driving route approximating the historic
expedition.

Identifies recreational
ttrail segments and marks

Tll Marker .
eatheads

\gress established the Anza Trail in 1990 as
part of the National Trails System. In the UsS., the.
1,200-mile trail connects Nogales, AZ, to the San
Francisco Bay Area. Another 600 histori
trailis found in northern Mexico. Explore the
trail by car, foot, horse, bicycle, or train.
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building military outposts and establishing e
ranchos. Native peoples were forced to build the
missions in which they were confined and ofte
enslaved. These actions would lay the foundation for
what California would become. It serves as a
reminder of our complicated American story.
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Pottery and other artfacts n the ancient
pathways used by the Anza expedition. v
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mark was designed. The finalized commemorative Anza 250
official mark “displays [a] vibrant palette [that] reflects the
diverse heritage of the Anza expedition and the landscapes
of Arizona and California. The symbol developed is based
on the poppy, a flowering plant and unifying element found
along most parts of the trail.”® The trail’s main logo was

a sticking point when Anza staff and I attended Tribal-led
events. The commemorative mark, though temporary and
not a wholesale replacement of the main logo, represents
an important intervention in the trail’s ability to hand out
branded materials to Tribal partners, especially considering
the way Indigenous personhood is represented on the main
logo, designed some 30 years ago.

Further, Anza NHT’s main brochure was heavily revised
under Interpretive Program Manager Bentley’s guidance
and finalized in spring 2025 (Figure 1, above). This was
the first significant revision of the colonial narrative of the
trail’s previous brochures and reflects rounds of feedback
provided by Native scholars, Native NPS staff, and

myself. The visuals within the brochure also reflect more
contemporary works and images of Indigenous life. The
brochure’s redevelopment allowed the trail to incorporate
paintings created through a 2014-2017 partnership with
the California Indian Heritage Center, which sought
Native artists to depict the Anza expedition’s impact on
Native peoples. The two paintings, “Survivors of Genocide
| Warriors for Future Generations” by Antonio Moreno
(Comanche/Otomi/ Costanoan-affiliated), Alicia Maria Siu
(Nawat-Pipil/Maya), and Elijah Pfotenhauer (Choctaw),
and “First Contact” by Alicia Maria Siu, Antonio Moreno,
Vicente Moreno (Comanche/Otomi), and Vicente Teo-
xiutleko Moreno (Comanche/Otomi), depict and celebrate
Indigenous lifeways, storytelling, and resilience.*

CONCLUSION

As I hope is clear, the materials I developed were only
one part of a consistent and concerted effort by Anza
NHT staff to integrate Tribal engagement and Native
storytelling and history into interpretive materials.
Several other initiatives have been developed with

trail staff and partners. In January 2023, the Anza Trail
Cultural History Park opened in Tucson, Arizona, the
result of a project designed with staff and students

from Arizona State School for the Deaf and Blind
(ASDB). This universally accessible park includes an art
installation archway created by Tohono O’odham/Kiowa
multimedia artist Quinton Antone. It is depicted in the
newly revised Anza NHT brochure (Figure 1, upper
image). Over the course of 2025, Estrella Sainburg,
Anza NHT’s recreational trail planner, has worked on
developing a toolkit of approaches to help partners

integrate Tribal engagement in conjunction with the
trail’s plan to designate a continuous, non-motorized
recreational trail to complement the historic route.

The toolkit includes guidance for municipal offices who
work in partnership with NPS to certify segments of the
recreational trail and reflects Anza NHT’s commitment
to Tribal engagement as a crucial and necessary aspect
of trail planning. Prior to her departure in spring 2025,
Superintendent Torres built a partnership with the
American Indigenous Tourism Association (AITA,
formerly the American Indian Alaska Native Tourism
Association). In March 2025, the AITA released the
Travel Guide to Tribes along the Juan Bautista de Anza
National Historic Trail (Figures 2-3). Almost 100 pages
long, the guide highlights the histories and practices of
Tribes along the trail and provides tourism information.
Importantly, the guide features cartography by Margaret
Pearce (Citizen Band Potawatomi), which provides
“traditional Indigenous place names and significant
sites along the Trail, contributed by leadership and
cultural advisors from the Nations and communities
whose places they are. The names remind us that these
lands are Indigenous homelands and have been so since
time immemorial.”*!

FIGURE 2. Cover of the AITA Travel Guide.

TRAVEL GUIDE TO

TRIBES ALONG THE
JUAN BAUTISTA DE ANZA

NATIONAL HISTORIC TRAIL

ARIZONA | SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA | NORTHERN CALIFORNIA
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