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The Institute of Urban and Regional Development (IURD) conducts 
collaborative, interdisciplinary research and practical work that reveals the 
dynamics of communities, cities and regions and informs public policy. 

Rooted in the social sciences, IURD's work has steadily gained recognition 
since its inception over 40 years ago. IURD has become the gateway to the 
university for those concerned with urban and regional issues — 
infrastructure, housing, sprawl, transportation, environmental quality, disaster 
recovery, and poverty and physical decline in inner cities — as well as a home 
for scholars who integrate real-world metropolitan problem-solving in their 
teaching and research. 

At the Vanguard of Local and International Metropolitan Development. IURD 
researchers address timely challenges, employing cooperative methods to 
encourage joint learning, recognize interdependencies, and understand the 
big picture. IURD's Center for Global Metropolitan Studies works to analyze 
the implications of worldwide growth and change in metropolitan areas and 
develop strategies to better manage urbanization processes and outcomes. 
IURD is also home to the prestigious Journal of Planning Education and 
Research, presenting contemporary issues in planning. 

A Pioneer in Community Partnerships. IURD's community partnerships are 
powerful catalysts for social and economic change. Its Center for Community 
Innovation supports and expands entrepreneurial community problem-
solving through outreach, technical assistance, and research that builds upon 
local best practices. IURD's Center for Cities and Schools bridges the fields of 
education and urban policy, stressing high-quality education as an essential 
component of community vitality and promoting understanding and 
collaboration among educators, policy makers, and community members. 
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