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Recent Doctoral Dissertations

Brinkman, P. Anthony. Ethical Challenges and Professional Responses of Travel
Demand Forecasters. Fall 2003.

Deng, Lan. Which Housing Policies Are Best: An Assessment o f the Efficiency
and Equity of Low Income Housing Tax Credit Program Versus Voucher
Program. Fall 2004.

Abstract: A basic tenet of U.S. housing policy over the last twenty
years has been that demand-side subsidy programs are always
superior to supply-based approaches. This dissertation challenges
this view by comparing the Low Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC)
program outcomes with Section 8 voucher program outcomes in
six U.S. metropolitan areas— Atlanta, Miami, Cleveland, Boston,
New York, and San Jose. ’

To test their cost efficiency, this dissertation compares the total
development subsidies of recent new construction LIHTC projects
with 30-year voucher cost, controlling for family income and hous-
ing unit size. Assuming voucher payment standards equal to 100%
of FMR, the sample LIHTC projects turn out to be more cost-effec-
tive than vouchers in Miami and San Jose, but more costly in the
four other MSAs. Both local market conditions and program ad-
ministrations contribute to the variations in program performance.
A region-wide housing shortage in San Jose and a more limited
shortage in Miami’s low-income segments have led to significant
rent inflation and increased voucher costs. By contrast, the avail-
ability of affordable, modest-quality housing in the private market
in Atlanta and Cleveland serves to make vouchers less expensive
than tax credit construction. Tax credit construction is more ex-
pensive in Boston and New York in part because preference is
given to community revitalization projects, regardless of their
higher cost.

To evaluate their neighborhood outcomes, this dissertation com-
pares neighborhood location, neighborhood income, neighborhood
racial composition, and the quality of its schools between the two
programs. Across the six MSAs the voucher program does not
show a consistent advantage over the LIHTC program in provid-
ing better quality neighborhoods. Where the assisted families can
live is a result of botl policy choices and local factors. In a tight
housing market like San Jose, almost no differences are identified
between the two programs. In Cleveland, persistent racial segre-
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gation has compromised the effectiveness of both programs in
promoting neighborhood integration. Boston is the only MSA where
systematically better neighborhood outcomes are observed for
voucher units. This is due more to the LIHTC program’s target to
distressed neighborhoods than the superior performance of the
voucher program. In New York, Miami and Atlanta, LIHTC pro-
gram has brought more families to middle-income neighborhoods
than vouchers.

Goldman, Todd. Local Option Taxes and the New Subregionalism in Transpor-
tation Planning. Fall 2003,

Goldstein, Bruce. Science on the Outside, Looking In: Exploring Scientific
Oversight of Habitat Conservation Plans Crafted by Multistakeholder
Committees. Spring 2004.

Abstract: This dissertation examines a scientific deadlock over the
design of an endangered species habitat preserve in the Coachella
Valley of southern California. I trace how scientists competed to
consolidate their influence over preserve design by assembling
and disassembling the scaffolding of the natural and the social
order. The case study begins in 1993, when landowners, environ-
mental groups, development interests, and elected leaders from
Palm Springs and other desert cities of the Coachella Valley agreed
to prepare a habitat conservation plan (HCP), which would obli-
gate landholders to financially mitigate for actions that harm en-
dangered species. These stakeholders then authorized the cre-
ation of a scientific advisory committee (SAC) to design an afford-
able and scientifically defensible habitat preserve system for the
valley. By 2000, the SAC had split into two deeply antagonistic
factions, one containing three staff biologists from state and fed-
eral wildlife regulatory agencies, and the other containing three
local research biologists. Deadlocked over a set of seemingly mi-
nor differences over what habitat to include in the preserve sys-
tem, all six members of the SAC were involuntarily removed from
the planning process at the end of 2002. This two-year long scien-
tific conflict drew out a torrent of contrasting facts and theories
that highlighted how each faction’s preserve design was grounded
in different conceptions of the natural and social order. The argu-
ments of the regulatory biologists were predicated on a society
that was uncertain and unpredictable, or “red in tooth and claw”,
while the local biologists held to an image of certainty and predict-
ability, a kind of “peaceable kingdom”. Both factions’ forceful and
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sometimes intemperate responses to efforts to get scientific clo-
sure were justified by a mutual concern that even the slightest
accommodation could undermine their capacity to maintain both
the natural and social order, bringing on the twin disasters of spe-
cies extinction and professional marginalization. This understand-
ing of the way that scientific knowledge and the social order are
“co-produced” underscores the obstacles to achieving scientific
consensus, while enabling planners to devise effective planning
strategies to bridge these differences.

Grier, Reed. Collaborative Hospital Strategies for Metropolitan Disaster
Medical Preparedness & Response. Fall 2004.

Abstract: Since the events of September 11", JCAHO, public health
and hospital trade associations have called for community inter-
organizational collaboration to prepare for and respond to mass
casualty events, bioterrorism, and other public health emergen-
cies. The context for these calls is a fragmented public health sys-
tem and highly competitive hospital markets. This research asks
how hospitals, public health and EMS agencies are working to-
gether to develop coordinated mass casualty inter-organizational
responses, in relatively collaborative and well-prepared commu-
nities. To answer this question, expert key informants are inter-
viewed for state and community case studies to understand their
perceptions.

A purposive sample of five disaster states, with different natural
catastrophe histories, was selected from publicly available state
CDC public health and HRSA hospital preparedness cooperative
agreement program grant applications to represent major U.S.
regions. These states include: California, Florida, Illinois, Louisi-
ana, and Missouri. A comparison state without a history of natural
disasters, Oregon, was also selected. State level key informants,
expert in current state preparedness activities, were selected by
position title from state bioterrorism advisory committee mem-
bership lists to represent perceptions of hospital, public health,
and EMS stakeholders. One key informant from each stakeholder
group was interviewed from each sample state. These informants
recommended relatively well-prepared “exemplary” communi-
ties in their states where hospitals, public health and EMS agen-
cies are collaborating to develop inter-organizational surge ca-

pacity.

Case study communities include the Orange County, CA, Port-
land, OR, Miami, FL, Rockford, IL, and St. Louis, MO metropolitan
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areas, and two rural communities ~Corvallis, OR and Shreveport,
LA. At least three key informants were interviewed by phone
from each metropolitan or rural region: a hospital disaster coordi-
nator, a public health official, and an EMS officer. Informants were
also interviewed from the St. Louis MMRS and two additional hos-
pital systems in Portland. The project conducted group interviews
with hospital informants during site visits to Orange County,
Corvallis, Miami, Portland, and Rockford.

Key informants describe several planning and response models
being used in case study communities. Planning models include
technical/rational plans prepared by professional planners, a po-
litical influence planning model in one community, and evidence of
collaborative planning models in four communities. These four
committees meet conditions necessary for collaborative planning
described in the literature, including clear dialogue between stake-
holders. Three alternative community response models along a
continuum of ideal types are found in case study communities.
These include a decentralized response model, a centralized hub
and spoke model, and an intermediate regional hospital response
model.

The research finds that hospitals, public health and EMS agencies
are participating together on inter-organizational and inter-sectoral
preparedness planning committees, and in inter-organizational
drills and exercises. Key informants in collaborative case study
communities perceive the concrete response plans and standard-
ized policies and procedures that planning committees and staff
produce as less important than the deliberative communication
and dialogue that occurs between stakeholders on inter-organiza-
tional planning committees.

Key informants identify participation in both inter-organizational
planning committees and exercises as important methods of build-
ing connectivity in a fragmented public health system. Key infor-
mants describe not only the development of a shared understand-
ing of the larger preparedness system among planning and exer-
cise participants, but also development of trust and informal pro-
fessional and personal networks. Informants state that these net-
works support future exercise and event performance, and facili-
tate information flow before, during, and after events. The infor-
mal networks appear to provide a foundation for emergent indi-
vidual and small group improvisational responses, when plans
don't work as planned.
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Case study findings suggest that a combination of inter-organiza-
tional planning committees with stakeholder representation from
multiple sectors, inter-organizational drills and exercises, and the
formation of informal professional and personal networks among
planning and exercise participants results in inter-organizational
connectivity in the form of network governance and power. The
research finds that participation in these inter-sectoral planning
committees by citizens and organizational leaders, planners, and
professionals, and regular inter-organizational exercises, fosters
development of informal networks. The research suggests that
these informal networks may be an effective method for integrat-
ing multiple organizational responses at the community level.

Guenzler, Darla. Using Conservation Easements to Achieve Regulatory Ob-
jectives. Fall 2004.

Muller, Larissa. Advanced Business Services in Southeast Asia: Localization
of International Investment. Fall 202003.

Abstract: A limited number of American and European
transnational corporations dominate advanced business services
worldwide. Their subsidiaries and affiliates are located in global
business service centers in every region of the world. This study
examines how investment by these corporations impacts the de-
velopment of the host country industry in Southeast Asia. Using
the case study of advertising, this study details how three South-
east Asian urban centers were able to develop dynamic indus-
tries, as a result of the localization of transnational firms that oper-
ated there. Through this example, the study presents new per-
spectives on the role of non-core world cities, the development
and strengthening of industrial clusters, and public sector policies
to promote development in emerging economies. Five key find-
ings emerge from this study. First, transnational subsidiaries are
more autonomious and locally embedded (in terms of their inter-
nal employment structure, and their production linkages within
the host urban region) than suggested by the command and con-
trol construct of World Cities literature and producer service stud-
ies. Their global network operates on the basis of distributed intel-
ligence, in which local knowledge generation is important, thus
necessitating the deep involvement of local people, firms and in-
stitutions who understand the local environment and culture. Sec-
ond, transnational firms can catalyze local business service clus-
ter creation, setting off a mutually reinforcing dynamic of strength-
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ening local resources, firms and organizations. Third, the strength
of localization dynamics in the firm and cluster varies from case to
case, reflecting the distance between the home and host country
socio-economic structure, culture, and global rank of the urban
center in the business service network. The greater the distance,
the stronger the localization effect. Fourth, dynamic peripheries
do not follow a development trajectory from expatriate dominance
to total localization; rather they transition to a more sophisticated
hybridization. Industry hybridization occurs when local networks
and international networks are developed in tandem. Finally, pro-
tectionist policies to promote localization dynamics often have
counterproductive impacts because they limit global flows of people
and knowledge. To develop their local business service industries,
governments need to support effective mechanisms of global in-
teraction as well as local cluster formation.

Perlo, Manuel. Earthquakes, Reconstruction Programs and Housing Markets
in Central Mexico City, 1977-2000. Fall 2004.

Snyder, Mary Gail. The Formalization of hiformal Neighborhood Relation-
ships and Spaces: Gated Housing Developments, Community, and Con-
trol. Fall 2003.

Thomas, John. Dividing Lines and Bottom Lines: The Forces Shaping Local
Land Use. Fall 2003.

Waldner, Leora. Regional Plans? Local Fates? The Influence of 1976 and 1985
Atlanta Regional Development Plans on Local Government Policy. Fall
2003.

Abstract: Councils of governments (COGs) create regional com-
prehensive plans in attempt to shape the future development of
their regions. Though these voluntary plans can be compelling,
COGs often have little power to implement them; actual imple-
mentation often depends on local governments that control land
use.

The Atlanta Regional Commission created the 1976 and 1985 Re-
gional Development Plans (RDPs). How;, if at all, did the plans and/
or planning processes influence local government policies? More-
over, if counties adopted policies similar to those in the RDP, what
factors influenced their decision to implement, or not implement,
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such policies? Theoretically, how should we evaluate plan perfor-
mance —using traditional implementation literature, or ideas from
communicative theory?

This dissertation answers these questions by examining the fates
of select spatial policies featured in the RDP, comparing regional
policies to local policies, and conducting interviews to discover
what factors influenced county decision-making. The dissertation
focuses on floodplains, sensitive soils, and airports policies be-
cause they were spatially prescriptive, explicitly intended to shape
growtlh, and would be implemented exclusively by local govern-
ments.

The hypothesis held that local governments would not adopt spa-
tially restrictive regional plan goals, due to local development in-
terests. A second hypothesis asserted that local governments
thatadopted spatially restrictive goals would not implement them.

The first hypothesis was partly incorrect. The RDP planning pro-
cess had a clear, causal influence on local government compre-
hensive plans. The RDPs also served other functions, such as data
provision. However, the RDP did not influence subsequent local
government ordinances and regulations.

The second hypothesis was partially correct. Local governments
did not typically implement their spatially restrictive policies for
airports and soils. In some cases, even adopted ordinances were
patently ignored. Local floodplain regulations, however, experi-
enced greater success, due to federal programs.

Where the RDP influenced local governments, it was because lo-
cal governments were involved in the planning process, suggest-
ing that that communicative theory provides a better evaluation
lens than traditional implementation literature. However, the imple-
mentation literature provides an appropriate foundation for evalu-
ating outcomes of local ordinances.

[/
Recent Master’s Theses
Dryden, Amy. People’s Preference for Place: The Intersection of Sustainable
Site Design for User Preferences. Spring 2004.

Greene, Solomon. Vicious Streets: The Crisis of the Industrial City and the
Invention of Juvenile Justice. Spring 2004.
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Hall, Heidi. Street Vendors and the “City Beautiful:” Struggles Over Liveli-
hood and Public Space in Lima. Spring 2004.

Ibarra, Luciralia. Crime in America’s Projects: The Chicigo Housing
Authority’s Plan to Trans form the Face of Public Housing. Spring 2004.

Ku, Sena. Public Space, Private Rights: The “Propertization” of Social Rights
and Its Practices. Spring 2004.

Logalbo, Dominic. Building the Civic with Private: A Methodology for Build-
ing the Public Realm With Private Development. Fall 2003.

Minick, Sarah. From Water Quality Regulation to Physical Form: Green
Stormuwater Infrastructure in Two San Francisco Cities. Spring 2004.

Saadat-Lajevardi, Ghazal. Gardens of Contenporary Tehran: The Private
Use of Public Spaces. Fall 2003.

Wendover, Jessica. Building Identity: The Construction of Minority Identity
in the Capitol Center. Fall 2003.

Recent Master’s Professional
Reports

Archer, Mary. Building a Transportation Planning and Funding Guide for Bay
Area “Communities o f Concern.” Fall 2004.

Barrantes, Marco. Feed Your City: Living Field Guide to Urban Food Sys-
tems. Spring 2004.

Bernheim, Lauren. Incorporation of Equity Issues in the Establishment and
Utilization of Distribution Channels in Phase 1I. Spring 2004.

Budesilich, Casey. Providing Support for Bricks and Sticks. Spring 2004.

Costantino, Raymond. Evaluating the Land Tenure Contponent of the Favela
Bairro Progran:: Analyzing the Benefits of Increased Property Rights. Fall
2004.

Dabby, Nadya. Creating and Sustaining Regional Collaboration in Silicon
Valley? The Case of Joint Venture: Silicon Valley. Spring 2004.

Edwards, Melissa. Innovation in Workforce Development: Health Care and
Collaboration. Spring 2004.

Eppley, Amanda. A Comprehensive Guide to the Development of an Effective,
Efficient Website for a Small City Planning Department. Spring 2004.

Goguts, Natasha. City of El Cerrito’s Circulation Plan for Bicycles, Pedestri-
ans, and Disabled Individuals. Fall 2004.



Professional Reports, MCP 175

Gonzalez, Gustavo. A Comparative Analysis of Transportation Options for
Island Cities. Spring 2004.

Guptill, Robert. Transportation and Land Use Changes to Improve Public
Health in Contra Costa County. Spring 2004.

Hairston, Anita. Facilitating Effective Public Participation in Environmental
Justice Communities at BAAQMD. Fall 2003.

Hendrigan, Aimee. Building Community Capacity and Community Health
through Resident Participation in Health Initiatives. Spring 2004.

Hesik, April. Affordability-Restricted Second Unit Ordinances: Legal Issues.
Fall 2004. .

Higgins, Nathan. Traffic Operations on an Urban Arterial while including
Pedestrian Safety Concerns, Transit, and Auto Efficiency. Fall 2004.

Katz, Andy. It Takes a Transit Village: A Smart Growth Policy for the Metro-
politan Transportation Commission. Spring 2004. )

Laffer, Cary. Strategies for Successful Infill Development: Lessons Learned
from Success ful Plans and Projects in the San Francisco Bay Area. Fall
2004.

Lantsberg, Alex. Wage and Health Benefit Restructuring in California’s Gro-
cery Industry. Fall 2004.

Librera, Sally. Low-Income Student Bus Pass Pilot Project Evaluation. Spring
2004.

Mendez, Leslie. Low Income Flexible Transportation (Lift) Program Cycle
One Program Evaluation. Spring 2004.

Morgan, Christopher. Hamilton Apartments (Oakland, California) Commer-
cial Space Rehabilitation Feasibility. Spring 2004.

Nguyen, Bang Vu. Vietnamese- American Community Outreaching: West Ev-
ergreen in San Jose, California. Fall 2004.

Ohsfeldt, Melissa. Method of Differentiating and Evaluating the Incidence of
Delay by Users to See Pareto Efficiency and Resource Allocation in Air
Traffic Management. Spring 2004.

Prigozen, Lisa. Zoning Neighborhood Commercial Districts for Community
Stability. Spring 2004.
Raney, Steve. Sustainable Suburb Silver Bullet: PRT Shuttle + New Mobility

Halves SOV Commutes, Suburban Palo Alto Multi-Modal Demand Analy-
sis. Fall 2003.

Ridgeway, Carrie. Assessing Community Needs In Emeryville: A Market
Analysis of the Promenade Center and the San Pablo Avenue Corridor.
Spring 2004.
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