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Ryan Donovan Purcell

Abstract

Drawing is an act of discovery, according to the late culture critic
John Berger. Drawing forces, the artist to look at the object, to
dissect it in their mind’s eye and put it together again. Much like
writing, drawing is also a means of observing and thinking about
the world around you. Berger’s philosophy has animated many of
my creative projects over the past five years. This is how |
approach urban history: observation, reflection, and analysis. But
| have discovered drawing as an intimate medium through which
to think about my relationship to New York City.

5. eScholarship

2" University of Galfornia

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".

et
http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 14
ISSN: 2159-2926

o ]

Ei‘.- eScholarship

SegWee"  University of Callornia
e

http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 15
ISSN: 2159-2926

o o iRl e :
e .Gﬁgfm.rmaoﬁ i 2
/ 0)apimn | mag'gm?;ag&‘c ﬂv".'m
// 00120 o0 |0 eolorots clan o \5
mm\mamqnﬂﬁﬂmm QI.
A9 o ulafrs | 197 IFSS=
///// //%)/7 / "/ 0a|0n m
2 Yl ////’ A
| HE s ' ;//

6.Mpm 10,2118 BAOORWAY T6CH. HiGH ScHool

. hes (2 ” .i.‘ ESCh()laI‘Sh]p
\ ovar C ty Sketc ( 018- 202])
ttp://es ip.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 16
ISSN: 2159-2926

g
WENCAMSGM L SAUINGS BAnI 6. D Spm
From Foarregng Prah. u.

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".

davislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 17

ISSN: 2159-2926

Y:gem, 7.19.2\
_le £d OA. M TS odTh O X
|tk 0 Sk Ao —E-Prn . .
CMANGES oven i PNt Fa YT . ”CJro/u/
T4 @LWOJ/j MoVENG Bur £ Coul Sem ™ MIUE
TG TA SOME MoMenS A Swewhn 1d omenS
MM Nl ML Mole SMENS oF Petr Ial
WG P, THats A N TREND, FUE
dowNal , TACS
3 MOOE SEE
Sroles . T+
LTI
£
:
=
/ -
z
§
-
NG 750 (afan T Call §

My SeAt & mers F an.

. eScholarshlp

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".
http// scholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 18
ISSN: 2159-2926

@U@M@ﬂ Av, B@

Eﬁ‘.- eScholarship

ue ” “eaWLe"  University of Calfornia

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)". e
http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29
ISSN: 2159-2926

NN

e

)47

O
) 7
=

NALUNTI SRR N

A3\
N

NN TS
AT DTN AN

LS IURES

NN
\e¥

N N
NN
=
| S
S\

-~
M eWm

%
g
=N

-~

) ‘;\\‘;\\\.

\

“\\\\A\\\\\\_ |

v
e —
N N
{ LN N\
- AN
= .
»\
=
o = 'y - N 3 \\
x
N\ 2
R e 3 \
N iR e ST et | NN S X
NEN - nmi- 2 r P4 N
Lo \ A}
R \
‘5. = N \
NS NS S SN N\ % /3
| T e ST - SO,y R N
A TR N —— ¢ R PR e N
- i
\ N »
I - 1 >
)
’ N

L)

Q.28 am. lo.;,lz.\e 'DoOO.@Tha.cthWﬂS

Ei‘.- eScholarship
Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)". “eess  Universiy of Calfomia

19

.
http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 20
ISSN: 2159-2926

NSEN
SRR TS
(‘ 1.13.18

ke ® z 5™
Sour Poatnosn oven Konses

X .
E.‘.- eScholarship
SegWee"  University of Callornia

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)". X
http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 21
ISSN: 2159-2926

..Eﬁ:.: eScholarship

%  University of Galfornia

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".

http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29
ISSN: 2159-2926

AT THIS Poe~nT TA ThE
pessrataZsron T Recay

1.4 b.260M.

Ker Kewny 's . NEwaliL.
Facatry Hagpy Howtt

T was oty CTEVE
Bus RE Had Class .
T 00T Eyon THE I
OTMENY, heae o &
Decnes © O S
BREAL 6D Drans

A Yo ~ELLEN oM
FR W HatT HE Called

AT, T g w //( / !{#-f o 1/ MOMONTS v hens
70 ofrece mares (YWM1)) Thsecﬂz_‘é‘s Pon'r
GRort Fonisniveg / 6 Poe
W Gotia ATt nT
THE PHD AND Thety (63
e /C =T actuenly
POt you #RE g o oA
Srouw g am Srecsie “ITH £
Zx HawsTED. ¥ 4o wonk Trp
I Reca HED O § 0 Vowa prvos e
™ T3W Fon wWell Be D¢ rren For
HELP D I om ' W-J'V&ILMGO
QLo HE hes well 5 SWCH
™ MELT. T hove AE ™y Oes50) nasr o

NYHS 0Ro~ 2
w& MmLGHT Have > M‘*Nhy 40 Waneo
Corr i AFTeanwu . e oven. wvit Thrs e

. T

X .
E':.- eScholarship
SegWee"  University of Callornia

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".

- \' A v Momasis ",

22

http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29
ISSN: 2159-2926

{ /

o7 IZ;

fa—

L

/; / ..
Wy

/L -~
D\ 0% \ >
DRSS ~
72747/, Ve, 74
x>

iy,
ez
r ‘“‘ -
T_———pi” TN
,//// 7 &
24 \\ iy %
‘ . i
"1/ = 1h
77/, VI.A \7
Ll

THE §ouL oF 7A"°STREET
1.25pm 1.23.19

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".

_.Ei‘.: eScholarship

8  University of Galiforni

.
http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes

23



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 24
ISSN: 2159-2926

{a
™~

L 12,1522, & 155N
' 1 GRow ob... T akiw 0..- T SHAL WEAL THE
2 Boroms of my TROusAS ROUED. T Nsvect THE Mawy
LTnes Thitr fiAve BRkN APPEALS~G 2N My FAce. OVENTHE
VEAR- T morsrzarze Bur x7 FreLS Lykk A L2Sguy
 BAme. 3 weur TIME TEAMES METD LET 4o oF

»

EiL PAE Ph
ComE wETH

ses’er

s- eScholarship

“eeWes" University of California

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)". 6
http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 25
ISSN: 2159-2926

B - I AL A Y s
2l.62.23 @. 1'% pw
| TMEMET 38 AN ALK EVE OF WRSTIN Imper Ea LM P
AENOCTOR. HOW COuLd o1 wor BE? THE wonrble Colle dTons
REFIECT o HTSTORY OF WHITE Sypremoey omd Coperat
AC(.wv\ulM—cod. That POwWer TS PALseand IN o7 s

7 2 (S —,;fs AL\SD O Speceol PlacE ofF v

A.s (S mm«_;;
Human vy (Howesel whapRs) -n.; me
heGrizonrs 6 NMAMTIE of HoPg. NKVE A é‘M‘M‘/

- Spaun Trme WETH WINSIOW HOMERS MySTTC SLENES,

Eﬁ‘.- eScholarship

http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes

University of Callfornia

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".



26

Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29

ISSN: 2159-2926

s+ eScholarship

University of Callfornia

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".

http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 27
ISSN: 2159-2926

Q.18.22 8pm
Baookiy s BALoGE Péni.
Pren 6

> /’/I l////

Pt / //y//// G,

Mmovew ‘Alont

10:17. 2 ® 925 pm

;.Eﬁ:.- eScholarship

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)". “eess  Universiy of Calfomia
http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29
ISSN: 2159-2926

28

Purcell, Ryan Donovan. “City Sketches (2018-2021)".

http://escholarship.org/uc/ucdavislibrary_streetnotes



Streetnotes (2023) 30: 13-29 29
ISSN: 2159-2926

About the Artist

Ryan Purcell's work on history and popular culture has been published in the
Journal of Urban History, Rethinking History, Los Angeles Review of Books, and
Hyperallergic. A member of the editorial board at the Gotham Center for New
York City History at the City University of New York Graduate Center, he is
working on a book about how the New York punk rock scene developed with in
welfare hotels during the 1970s.
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