Shadows of the Pacific Electric: Former
Pacific Electric Rail Lines and Modern




Link to Story Map



https://storymaps.arcgis.com/stories/2e07e1db33cf414fb3b0deea81eef9aa

Goal of My Project

 Visualizing historical decline of
the Pacific Electric

» Comparing modern transit routes
to the former railway

» Using the former Pacific Electric
railway to provide new ideas
about modern California tranist
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Sources for my research

» Archival readings (including materials
held by UCR & LA Metro library)

* Huntington Library
* Modern transit maps

* Former Pacific Electric maps and
community archaeology (Militant
Angeleno’s Pacific Electric Archaeology)
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What was the Pacific
Electric?

» Private Electric Railway owned by the
Southern Pacific Railroad (Now the
Union Pacific)

Created by magnate Henry Huntington
to sell land and real estate
developments in California

Operated various commuter and i Pt I 2 ,
regional rail services throughout the & [t | 1) [Z#5
Greater LA Area. 7
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End of the Pacific Electric

» Pacific Electric’s end heavily
mythologized in modern culture.

* The Los Angeles Metropolitan Transit
Authority intended to keep much of the
existing infrastructure (planning
documents)
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* Even after the last trains left in 1961,
continued in various replacement
services, buses, etc.
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Value of the Pacific Electric




Fragmentation and
Dissolution




Implications for modern transit
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