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REFLECTIONS

~Find OlIt

jllllt what p.opu.

rotilt .ub!fit ~ a>ld yOll

hmI. fOll.nd OlI.t tM .z:aat anOlI.lIt

of in,jIl.Uc. and wrong which rotilt b.

impo••d llport th(!1lt; a>ld thu. will eontinu.

till th.y hall. ,ith,r ,..f/i.U1d with word. or bl.ocn

or with both. 111, limit. of tyrarltf/ ar.r p,...crib,d bll the

.l'IdI.lrarlCIJ of thef/f/ Io/holI th'lI .uppr•••. " fr. Oougl.as•• 1849)

To Angela Divis

who resisted with words and only stands accused of hiving resisted

with blows.

•
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.!!! ~ YERSIOH: ADifferent YiN

by

Sonja Walker

She CO'lW in e_r
COrl~re.. ellrroundi"'l her.
TaLL. d4/l'IIUr and grac.fll ~
Her afro fittVtg Lib a goldP1 hau,
Abllndant III <ufiant
And IIhe. arJare of Iolho IIh. wall
Of IolhellCf1 ehe caItiI

Of Iolhere eh. IIlU.IIt Ntl4'l'l
Inren 0>11I taUe of ine.tz..ctll(2t honeetll
Ae it rdae.e to ,...at~o fr..rJD.
0tt4I u.lltinctivdll thinb of her
R.--bllre n.art.ng her eCI!J tJit1\ol.ot h.eitotiDfl
I catI a member of the Che·Lar.!ImIbo Club
Which ie an aLL bl.acJc colZ-ctive
Of the C(lI'!f!Iiniet Partll
an. recallll hm.J Ronnie
And hie regimental rltgent.
R.ace.d to theee wordt
In a IIIOlIt viciollll and cruet IIII'VIPIolIr
SUbjecting her to the -aet blatant fOT911/1
Of poLitiCt2l ~_nt
Dragging her thrm.v" a ..rill.
Of OOID't battz..e
Nan!! blacA: ".opz.. wondered Iolhll '1"11
Wall a COfIOIII4llillt.
The/l dillagreed with her ptD'tll affHiatiDllII
8IIt that did Mt lltop their cnmration of her
And th.!! CO'"tilll.Mld to .how
71Iat the.. w,.. ..at afraid of the word C1llf!ml1lut.
f'or ellell IWlI1'Otic paJ"(DlIOitz
COIIld ""lit be fOl4rrd ill lIIhie. eubwrbia
She _l.d root a~lol.r

Her acadlllllic and profeeei.ottat ellcerellll
To IItifle the OOIIrIIitlllr"t
She felt for her people
She llpoke at raLLill1l
Participatf/d ill (XlII,'.....it!f prfllle COllferflllCf1l1
OJ'Igallized defe".e ~igll ce:wmrittf/Ole
f'or politiCt2~ pmorwre
/hooe. cla..~ z..ctltr..
AU of a.Jhich COI1t4i1l6d reaLitiee
That frig"ten certaill eZ-nt. of affl.ueIlCII
I ~.r wh!!????
She Lived ill the COfIOIII4lli til
WIler. IIhe coilld alwayll feel
With aCllt. accurac!! the pille.
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Of ".,. peopt.
Of opp,.....d peopt.
.sc-t-':-. when .". lectwr«f iJI u.. cz.a..~
It- toW! di.ffiC&llt to gl"lUp u.. fwll __ing
Of a .pecific Cll:lPIc.pt.
s.0C&l•• af h." IP:t....i .... IIOOl:lbuq
But .he would bring u.. idea he­
By w.ing cletl7' GUt .~t..
8alJ"d on the day to da¥ C%pfIri.n"..
Of ,..aL people
P"opl.e '"(JC/(J"d in lIociaL ~.
SPI" oft"n lIaid that IIh. WII .till " .t:udllnt
Fo,..u." l.eGll"ning _ thingll about the wo"ld
Sh. _Zd tauBh at he,. OMllin.lIf
Becauu 11M Wo:'JII jll,t- plain foLb
Onll did not ClOtlZd not ,..l.ot.ll to he"
All jll.lI t- aneth.,. pl'Of...o,.
But on " _ell high.,. ul1d
A' OI'W /una7l being to _the,.
S1w did not ..pecialf.¥ g~." in "ll
1fIfI publicity etnd IIOt-DrifIty CIOOOJ'ded ".".
SM _ld f,..tl"nt-!, alIk,
Ir'hy don't t1wIy haLl... aton.l
Bu t- th"y can't Angda
S.ClZllU leaLling 11''''' "ton.
Heall' tMy MU.t cxhit u..iJ' "trocicu. en-.
And no ""' lik.. to exomrit politioaL .lI.icide
E.peciall, when ""' IIalI D wilDt. 'lI'.tem
Of p1'Ofit<Jbl.fl ~_ntt.
Wh.n if diltwobed!oliU d.. troy
1'h, J'fIDLitlf of the Alrrerican nightlllaJ'fl
Th, nlghPrIaN t-hDt pl.agu.. Dl.l of III

I ",illh IfOU aculd "plain
But 1 9u"l1 that i. not cool fo" _
Th • .,.. l1I"I 10 _y thing.
That Gll",n't cool fo" now.
Be,id., I ~n YDit-
Bemuu if rowr fLight
f'1'OffI the iImIIdiatc. opp,....i .....ituatiClft
~ that 1 .n u. PIe.... " .." lfOI' <I9"in
ThfI" 1 rww" _t to '" lfOI' DQGiIl.

Sonja Walker u " unior "t UCLA IIItl.jDriI't{J in Hi,tor!!. /VJ hall
",",,,d "II Chai"",," of CuLtwoaL Affai"l1 for" th, BLack Stwd.nt
Union, UCLA.

Reprinted by pe",i .. ion of Norrmo, Black .tud.nt n,,,tlpaper, UCLA.
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1'he ink and. .....h dr.... fnoJ. on ~e v and orl the i ...sid. Mdt
coYer .. re by Ibrahill si 'abM, the SudUle.e guphic erU.t
>tho is the eore of one of the _.t ...c1UnoJ enc1 ..ctive .chools
of art in Africa. Sa1ah1 i. "eed of the p..1ntinoJ Dep&r~nt

of kh..rtau. Tec:hro1ce1 I .... titute • .mere he qd his first t.ub­
ing. After co-pleUng his art tre.1 ... lnoJ .. t London'. pr..UgIO\lS
Sbde Art School, he ntvned to SI.Id"" to .eek out hle art.hUc
rew:ot.s in the .urroWMl.1noJ. of his "aUve land. To ht., SI.Id""
le .. _1....,e of U.e fn~ of celllgrephy, th. g.... tricel
fonl' of trediUond h.uldicrdt, ""d the intricat. om_nt..­
tlon of Ar..t>ic art .uId archihctur.. In the•• two work.,
Se!..".i o::o-bine. penonal treg.dy ..Ith Sl.Idane•••cen... In
u.. dra..ing on the back eov.r, persond ~ony is Itllpr••••d
in a be.eeching prey.r ... ith lOlarto_ repre.e"hd below. The
dre.. i,,'J 0" pll'Je v is on. of S.lahi'a personal favorltea, por­
treyi"'9 the painter and hll father .hortly before t.he btt..r'.
death.

Selahi has "on lllan)' internaUo"d pri&U and feat.ved in
th.e preoUer iuue of A,friaan Arta (1967). and 1 any antholo-
gie. of IIfrican art.

. .....
on.. dra..ings are fra. th. collection of Sondra and. Gerry "de.

• • • • • •

'I'he UFNlAHU eover design is
the Rl!p.lbllc of the Conqo.

a nproducUon of kubll cloth. frc.
lteprodlK:Uon done by Allee McCAU9hey.
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o.ar Brothe.rs In Strv9'9le,

Very pl...ed to Mar of this new jO\lrlUll.
Studies is still dgainated by colonialists.
nialbta, and thelr I>oucqeoh apologhts.

lIFAHAHU h • step toward liberation fre. the ClA School
of African Studl•• (l_perlalist War, COUnter-Revolution,
and Carth.qlnian Pe.cel.

J. T. Wick.
E:vaI1llUm, IUinai.

Let _ tak. th.h opportunity to ..elc:c:a. you to UClA.
We hope you ..U 1 continue to do a good job.

Since "" are In eCfect "Orking toVard the s_ q_l,
"e Ceel th.t a ...tuaJ relaUonship bet_en the Afri­
can Studies Center and the ll.fro-.....ric.n Studies
center is vitally dqnific.nt.

Arthur L. 9Irith
!Ii.,..dcr of Afl'O-AlrrtlrictD1
StwIie. Center

Oonqratulattonl to the ACrican Activi.t Association Cor
it.- fiut pI.lblic.Uon oC a _at sU_l.tinq and inCor­
.athe journal.

particularly intllre.tLnq to .e .... the arUcLe, A TaUt.
lIith a Guilleal1 Rellolut~. 1 cannot help but feel
proud oC OUr Guinean brothers COlt' h.vinq the qut. to
&e.and and fight COlt' thaiit' liberation. Obviously, th.re
ar. thos. blt'oth.rs in Guine. Who .re dedic.ted enouqh
to Wle any _ana necessary to obtain th.t liberaUon.
It lOay be _11 tlvot Blael< people In lWelt'ica take a
lonq loolt .t Guine.. It h lonq pa.t U- that _ too
re.lir.e th.t if _ are ever to be Cree. __.t ~and
thet Cre~.

An oppre.sor who h•• founded ....Uon upon violence,
cannot understand nonviolence. A nation vh.ic:h exploits
one people Cor the a<!vantllge of another, cannot be hu­
.aniltic or -aUliaticl and neithar can a nation vhich
atill aCter four hundred years continue.. to llubject
people to social. political, and econon.l.c supprellsion
feel compas.ion Or love. Such. nation has no conscience.
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~ Ilhd< peopl••11 aver u.. _rid beqin too r.aUQ
that _ ....H.r .t the banda of tha ._ oppr••aor, _
bea.e conee.rned about OUr Afrh:an brathll!n in Africa
... _ &nO about our Afrlcan brother. in _ric.. U
_ soU41fy oura.lfta under th.1. brotherhood, lnu.n­
sig.nt in our tight for Uberty, __a dechbaly
clc.er to our u.ltlaate goal - 'Tttz LIIlEAATlON or ALL
BlAC( PEOPLE.

In • tv.e vhen Bl.ck people .r. aeeking the tr ... th about
AfriCll, UFAltNfU h Indeed. -o.t nece.lI.ry and vel_d
journlll. For far too long we hllve • .en Afrlc••• the
shlveauter v.nted it to be. It 11 .y sincere hope that
UFAitAHU ..111 evolve lnto an ArrlclIn'. vie.. or Arrlc•.
Thi. 1. what _ aO delperately need, for ve are an
Afrlcan people .

.l0CPl 8llrton
S<mta Honica. C<J.Ufomia

J .... t • brief reection too (Harry Meu("Ve'. uticle, ",.
reaching of AfrietDI Bi..tcry: a Harn.t View, vol. I,
No. 11. H.rry clearly lui. the ._ ..t.h.Uon .. I.

Kow"ever, I h....e two _1..-. of Slk, and I would not
v••te wy .yapathy on ht-. Sur.t-Canale... teU. _ his
l.te.t YOI ..... on Afric. 1. to .ppe.r ln Engli.h. H.
runs the Centre des Etude••1. de. Recherche. *rxt.te.
for the PO", but he 11 aarioua - lind h. k,..,.,a Afric•.
Llke _, Harry needa to k..- ..h.t M.rdat "thad ia.
not just ..hat It. lln't. 8asU IHvldlon .lght not be
abh to expre.. h!aseH ldeol0CJ1csUy, but. he thirlka
Karxtat. See -The IIfricana-. The guy has been working
on the ..terhl, not ....Ung his t~ Un41ng a_thing
that Utted the latest kink ln ._body's li.... wish
I could be like t.hat.

Pef41' IIataJl!lC!ll
Comb.. of lfll8t Africtm seweli.e
Uni"Nitjf of Biroaingha.
Bi""i.ng,"", ~1ani

I vbh to CClnIlent very brhtly on Mr. Mea..na'. uUcla,
1'htI Teaching of African Rietcf'Jf: a Harri.t Vi"",. It
appeua to _ that Mr. Meserve suHen fr_ a de<Jree
of ahortslghtednea.. He expounds that. -t.perl.liat.­
racial. hhtorlOCJraphy· Vll. bluecS (..hich 11 true t.o
eOllll ext.entl b\lt then he a\>99•• ts to rephca it ..lth
1I Kanlet vle.. or African hlstory.

Unfortunlltely, he has to lIatt that the only exaraple
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could find tEndre sU, rhe Histo1'1l of Bl.ack. Africo) is
not only biased but &lao inaccurate (to a degree vtlleh
dU=ediU the approach UtJ..lic.ed1 incldenUlUy the
aeeond _1_ hu been out alnce at leut 19661.

I conaider the referenee to Hr. 8asU David.on u an
atte-pt to qive .-e pre.tige to the c.....e. In.tead
of sUlti""l ·DaYldsoro use. di.tinctly Mar:d.t 111 -odeuw

,

"""y not uk ht. tor a .Ult_nt about the propodtlon1

S.....i"9 it up, I find Mr. Meserve'a article r_arkable,
but with the coament Wut de.int vires tamen e. laudanda
YO1"'"t.u W •

LouU Ii. ltiJtal.gi
A••i.temt Prof••sor
lNpar'brIllnt of c.ograph!f
Chico Sta~ COUS{lfl
Chico, Califo""ia

Reaponsea to .-y article, Th. Teaching of African Histo1'lf:
III Hc1=ist vi.",. published in the first number of UF,tJ{1HJ,
have been helpful. It is hearteni"9 to find that there
are others seeJ<;I"9 to define w.y. and _ans of applying
Mani.. to the histod.. of the "Third World w

, Africa
In particular.

80th P.ter WlIt.noan and Louis Klh&lyi hav" rightly
.trell9thened ay gan.rel c:riUcl_ of Sik'" brand of
Karll.i... rty .y.pathy for Sill is not baaed on an appre­
elation of his historical work, per e., but on .y own
feeling that liberal hletorlO'1raphy has l.d us to deny
the obviou" fact that the """it..... t continue. to hear
the raspon.ibility for the oppres.ion and at~ted

deh.....,.b.tion o( Afd<;:a and Afde.n!l. 5111. dlaUe"9u
ua in no uneeruin teng to deal with our responsibility,
our part in continuirHj this «-ination by douding the
oon(rontatlon with int.lle<;:luali~d "explanationw and
pleas for detached objectivity.

Tht'Oll9hout.-y artide, I atte-.pted to convey ay own
deep feeling thet sc.ethlng is vary wrong ..ith the
whole experience of teaching end l.arning Afri<:.ron History,
as the proce." preaentl)' tall•• plaee in our W'Iiverdtiea.
Threat.ned frOlll ..ithin by uppity .tudents .nd faculty
and en<San9.red fr_ "lu->t by the oppressed and incr.asingly
dete.,.uned forces of the -Third World", teecher. and
students .e_ "UUng to try to fOl'get it eU by c.lling
(or -diape.. ionete- revi... "hile _ailing g.stures In the
direction of -r.l.vance-. I ecneti_!'iI think that African

(continued p. t04)
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