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CcrN.pond!nc. (cont'd [rotfl p. iz)

History is .0 popular -.nq white. for this ..ery re..o."
it i. -rele..~t- but far ....y fro- the cla.orint on our
own door.tep.

The podtion of .....,rlc.n and I!:uropeu. whites in thh
_tter h becoraint -an and .-ore tenuou•• for ve aust
find re.li.tic -eans of under. tanding our past and pre.­
ent, upec:l.lly ..ith re<Jard to the -Thlrd World- (lnclud­
i"9 non-..bit. people. in our own country), If ve .re to
.ct quidly • .-.qh to ..... oun.lYes. The world ..HI
not ..alt forev.r for whit. people to .ct dechi... ly to
C..... their Co....r and pr.sent ••rvants. Whether the
-aveaent re.ult. in a Ca.ci.t revolution Cra- above or
... _ •• lOOV_nt fra- below. it h the .a•• of the ..hit.,
affluent, -.eeur.· ....t that i. the tarqet.

Thi. is our dii_ and no _unt of 11.beral rhetoric
can ....,ate it. Only. rea.ll.tic and con.trucU.... under­
.tandint oC our put and present can provide u. with
the _an. of libenti"9 our•• lv•• by fr••i"9 two-third.
of the world fra- pov.rty .nd oppre••ion. In thi•• I
tru.t that Peter lIatenun and I ",re in so.., ;aqueoaent.
I certdnly c",n reht. to hi. feeling th",t the .,uch
Cor a reali.tic under.tandinq of Alric•• u.ing non­
ideoloqical hhtorical ..teri.U.a h as di(ClC\lit as
it i. neceua.ry. t .hed no t •• u for S1k. Sur.t-canale
and Ba.il o.vldson .e_ to provide the be.t siqnposts
.10"9 the ...y.

TO Mr. Mihalyl. t can oniy aak. two brief ~.nt•.
Fint, S1)< is not the only eXlUIIPle oC Marxi.t hhto­
rloqraphy em Africa that I deal .. ith. I qo to .0Ile
le"9th to expl.ln ay u ••ons for considcel"9 David.on
to be a Marlti.t••1th0u9h I have unfortunateiy not h.d
the opportunity to ask hlJo if h, ...... ld .....ud! • label
lor hiaself. In addition to o.vidson. I _ntion Suret­
can.le, and Kaqubane, two -en who are pursuing .lJoll.r
lin•• of .rq.-nt. It is .iJoply not true that I llSed
David.on .s .... ell...ple bec",u.e he is re.pected and ..eU­
known. If anythi"9. D.vidson', "non-id.oloqical" .tanc.
aeJ<es hia a better Manist, for he can ..elt, the truth
..ithout being i_di.tely (and neqatlvely) identified
as • -Rei!-.

I _ not .ure wh.t is invol...d when Mr. Kihalyi ~nt.
that "'Y article is -~kable but ... - and foll_...ith
a Latin phrase. I do not r.ad Latin. I feel that I
would have beneCltted _re frOlll a cle",r and conel.e
criticisa. hovev.r .hort. than fra- the.e -~nt.-.

Fin.lly, let _ point out th.t "'Y conuibutlon to UFAHNfJ
"'S ..ritten not ••••cholarly .rticl•• but •• a r.ther
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Cree-wheeling expositlon of "y feeling8 on, and percep­
t.lon oC, Wi own experience u a student, graduate and
WlMrgraduate, in ACriclln Hi8tOCY. A8 such, it is a
beqinning r8ther thlln an O'!nding point Cor _.

HarTl/ NflIJ8M1f1

Histo1"lJ DtrpaJ"'tnumt
UCLA

I hays read with grellt interest the first issue of
UFNiiIHU••• since 1 thinJi: thllt you are ..erving a definite
need, lilly I offer these thoughts?

I enjoyed lIevO'!rlll refreshing llSpecta of UFAiIAHU. First,
it wall cont..porary, relevllnt Ilnd .. tressed process_
Journals of MriCll - llnthropolQgy, hilltory, geography
or whlltever - ea.ily fail to lIee thO'! present. This
you hO'!lped /III! to do. The intO'!rview with Kr_ Gil Fer­
nllJ\dez, of course, bellt illustrates this; but most of
the arUcles also contributO'!d. I, for one, lUI tired
of readlng journalistic essays that were llceepted
llccordin9 to the number and ob"curity of the footnote"
included. In other word!l, "cholarly re"O'!llrch hIlS it..
Ihdts, and there lin other WilY. of learning ... a
"OCilll 8cienU8t. Too often, the.e studies do not
involve the pn.ent, or are unwUl1n9 llI>d he..itant to
approach value are.... You a1&o hllve inCluded a grellt
vllriety of .ource.. lind ..terillls (for ex","ple, I hllve
ordered 111l of the nove1& froa the !lover eSSilY which
I al9ht not have othO'!nlise been flllalllar with). This
I would like to encourllge.

My re"ervllt.lon" are less tllngible. 1 would like to
hllve hlld the edltorbl stllt_nt clarified. In the
lll"t decllde the study of Africlln history hilS become
increlldngly complex, lind pllrtly beCll"". of the writer..
th....elve8. More lind IDOre, the reader ,"Ullt be fully
llWare of the Cn,_ at reference of the author. At
tilne., for example, in the review by Joy Stewart, I
felt vaguely unOOlll(ortable - not becll""e 1 dl8119reed,
but becll"se I felt that I did not knQlW' enou9h con­
cerninq her own 8tartinq point to fully accept her
Ilnaly.h. Maybe there need" to be II -.ore evident
variety of authorship?

Let /III! then .tilte thllt I 1D08t of all profited fr<lftl
UF1\HNCJ becau8e it did not 8111lply duplicate other
.Ource8, and I certainly look forward to future edition8.

Rcm<:Jld Boucher
Charlton Cit!!. Hae8achu..ette
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1 Ju,Va r.~ived .. c.'OpY of you..r invihUon to .. pe.d....
~ 1 Ju,ve subsequently read at l••et One of the arti~l••
included In your flut 1.._ of UPAIlIoMJ.

I _uld be 9ratetul if you could .11_ Ua to reproduc.
In the EalIIt Africa Journal. Kr. lIower'. article on
ROdern Uqandan and Kenyan literature.

Btrthwdl. A. Ogoot
Prof...or and H.tJd of o.paT'~nt

Dcpartmrllt of Bi..torH
lhIiu.,..ity Coll.ega
llairobi. K."fIo

We ~v. hera at UCLA • yo~ journal into which student,
intensted In Mclean Studi •• can c:h...... l thelr ide ...
The titl" of the journal, urAHN«.I. Ileana ~undc... t..ndinq~
in SwahJ.l1. Ilut I quution the vdid! ty of such .. jour­
n.l in .. vtl.1t. institution, and I .spedelly q.....tion
the direction of an African Studlu Cente.. with II white
dinctor.

The atudy oC bhd< people in white univl!rdU•• has
<;......d .....y problUOll for black people. The probleas
.......... In:- c;:onlllct bet_en bl_cIt people of different
ideol09i•• ove.. the .v.l~nt of bhdr.-orhnted
prooJr_ to the atedill9 of leSe.. and the dratnift9 of
the aind. of blAck .tudent. by ..hit••da1ni.t.r.tou.
researchers ••nd profe.sor. for profit ~d other nef.­
rious JIIOtives. .u yOUft9 black people be<j'in to under­
stand the "rongs in this .ochty, it bec_•• ruUty
thst blad< ....rene .. i. a contr.d.ictiOll to ....t.rn t.houqht.

....... Ilftderljra<!u.te •• jorinq in AfrO-"-eric... hl.tory

..ith ... intenst in Alric~ hi.tory, 1 m.ve • COI\<;Olrn
for UFAHAKJ. I'ty c:oncern cent.rs around the f••r that
UPAHAHU ..Ill be ueed .. a .ource of infora.stior. for
..hlte .cholars. r.ther thM a•• vehicle for chlUUlellft9
Afrlc... and Afro-"""'ric.n Studi". into On. v.in. Be­

cau.e black people in th" "-ricae ar. de.cendants of
African people•• the journd of UFAHAHU .'--old Hnd •
n.t....d ur9. to 1001< in the direction of the black __
.unlty at ucu. and .t larqe for input and critici_ on
papeu and article. ....itten in the journal. It .hould
lIl&.ke no difference .s to the 9raduate or underljr.dllllt.
.t.tus of tho.....ho coalPri.e the bllld< input. or "V"n
... black \lorker or ... black hou.ewife doin9 re••arch on
Afric•.

In -.y opiniOll. MO.t blad< peopie in the Aloo!dc•• look
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lit theJll!lelves all bei1l9' black in their own personal "lIy.
Blacltnus is a trUle ot alnd thllt is ju.st be'1inninq to
tie the vein ot thO""1ht _nq Africa's peoples allover
the "Orld. UFAHN«.I should 1001< at itselt liS a connec­
tion in that vein ot unity. I 40 understand that as
yet there has been only one issue. yet I hIt the need
to express ., hope. that increllsed cha4nels ot communi­
cation ..Ul be set up with the blac:l< ~W1ity at lartje.

Paut WiHianll
YiOll-Chaimlal1. BSU
UCLA

I vould like to h"ve the fo11"",iroq listed In UFAII»IU.

YOun<j,town Stllte Univerdty. Yow>gstown. Ohio
Afdca - Undergoradu"te and graduate level
Ph.D rank. Salary depends upon qualifications.
Contact Hugh G. Earnhart. "'air-an.

Bugh C. Earnhart
Chai_
o.part>n''lt of Hi.tory
rOWlgstown Stat. lh1iv.r.i.ty
roungsUut. Ohio
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