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EDITORIAL

Over the past several years the events in the Horn of Africa have
rapidly brought the region into the spotlight of international scrutiny.
The fall of the Mengistu regime and the disintegration of Somalia as a
functioning nation-state, in particular, have caught the attention of
foreign policy analysts from Washington, D.C. to Beijing, China.
Unfortunately, the popular representations of these events have once
again motivated foreign powers to exert influence in attempts to shape
African political, social, and cultural evolution. Too often the
motivations for these interventions have found seed in an ignorance of
the realities of situations in the Horn, and have led to disastrously short-
sighted decision making. With this "Focus on the Horn" issue
Ufahamu once again attempts to rectify misperceptions of Africa and
work towards establishing an informed discourse between the societies
of Africa and their world neighbors.

Articles such as Ruth Iyob's, entitled "The Somali Crisis" and
Ali Jimale Ahmed's "Day Break is Near, Won't You Become Sour"
help to dispel misinformation that was amassed during and after the
U.S. occupation of Somalia, and will perhaps give pause to those who
believe pro-active intervention is a viable solution for African problems.
In Kenneth Okeny's article, "Historical Basis of Southern Sudan's
Demand for Self-Determination," a history which is the basis for the
current Sudanese conflict is presented, allowing for an insightful
understanding of a situation that appears ever more complex with each
passing month. To the outside observer, the articles contained in this
issue will inform and educate, and more importantly, hopefully create a
foundation from which to question the need for foreign influence in the
region. To those from the Horn, the articles will fuel debate and
discussion on the true nature of the Homn's politics, history, and
society.

As the incoming Editor-in-Chief of Ufahamu, I was excited to
have had the opportunity of beginning my tenure with an issue so timely
and important as this one. My own knowledge of the Horn was greatly
enhanced through the work done on in this issue, and I can only believe
that our readers will as well find the works of scholarship contained
within to be equally informative.

It is clear that this issue would not have been possible without
the help of Angaluki Muaka, my well-known predecessor in the position
of Editor-in-Chief of Ufahamu. It was with Muaka that the idea for a
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Horn issue found its genesis, and with whose assistance we were able
to complete an issue of such importance.

A word about Muaka. Ufahamu would not be the journal that it
is today without the leadership given it by Muaka over the past several
years. His guidance has brought Ufahamu from being a scholarly
journal in disarray to becoming a systematically prepared periodical of
the highest caliber. His ability to administer, edit, and deal effectively
with our sponsors has helped to shore up support for what is still the
oldest student-run journal of Africanist scholarship. As many of our
readers still are, or were at one time, students, it need not be emphasized
that this is no small task. Because of the work done by Muaka,
Ufahamu will continue to publish rational scholarship on Africa and
contribute effectively to the African cause for many years to come.
Thank you Muaka.

Kier Riemersma



