
as to ma ke its 1~pact almost meaningless.

Barry Huns t ow has attempted to rever-se t hi s trend. Hol__
b1que : The Revolution and Its Origins is reatnr scent of~
~ent popular publications on Central America.! In the short
span of only 113 pages of tex t , he is able to cogently synthP­
size four-hundred years of oppression and resistance, ill u_
strating the his torical origins of the struggle for national
libera tion in t he context of class struggle. Opening with a
historical analysis of MozMlbfque's political economy, he clearly
out lines t he development of Por tugal' s colonia l policy , t he
penetrat ion of Bri tis h capi t al , and Mozambique ' S integra tion
lnto t he regional economy of Souther n Afr ica under the hegemony
of South Afr ica. He also goes on to show how Portugal attempted
to reverse the revolutionary movement in Mozambique dur ing the
war for national l i berat ion by allowing a massive influ~ of
foreign eect te 1.

Munslow follows up this section with a coherent study
of Moz.-.bique's national1st 1I0Vellleflt up to 1960. FI"OJI there ,
he provides an excellent, and quite readable synthesis of
FREllHO's (Frente de llberta~ao de ~ambique) struggle against
Portuguese colonialism and NATO. Most i_portant is his account
of the internal transfonnation which took place in the liberated
zones, through the process of armed struggle. It was at this
historical juncture that the dialectics of class struggle and
t ts articula.tion to the struggle for natlol141 'l Iber-e tlen _ rged.
Munslow ends the book with a very Insig htful summary of the gains
as well as obstacles to ppaceful socialist t ransforma tion.
Critics of the Nkomat i Accord should at least peruse the las t
section of this book so that they may gain a clea re r under­
standing of what is meant by real conditions.

Specialists i n Southern African studies would be the first
to recognise that Munslow is not saytng anything nl!"' . In ad­
diti on to the writings of Eduardo Nondlane and Samora Machel ,
numerous Western scholars have all , at one time or another , con­
tributed t o the analysis of Mozambique's revoreeten , directed
no doubt, to a Euro-~erican audience.2 Munslow's ~erit lies
in his atte.pt to write a popular synthesis of the revolutionary
process in Hozalllbique .3 On the other hand , though his argu­
lIents are qui te si.11 ar to these authors , he relies on prillary
data and the actual voices of the Mozambican people to tell the
s tory through nllllerous interviews. Indeed, the Mozambi can
people who created the revolution in the first place have the
clearest analysis of their own situation . Hunslow also goes a
bit further than commentators have in t he past in his account
of the Mozambican l abour movement. Resi stance among African
railwaymen , dockwor kers , stevedores , wagon drivers, as wel l as
white wage workers have been patently absent from many of the
past accounts.
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Sul generi s is t he chapte r entit led , "The Theory and
Pract i ce of Mozambiq ue ' s Revol ut i on." Firs t . he demythol ogi zes
t he role of t he Soviet Union in FREl l MO ' s i d~ol ogi cal develop­
ment , an arg ument pushed ad nauseam i n t he past . 4 Secondl y , he
correct ly po int s out that FREl IMO ' s t ransiti on f rom a un i ted
front organizat ion to a revolutionary vanguard party did not
come about by some arbi t rary deci sion made by FREL IMO's centra l
Committee i n 1977. Instead, the process , begun 1n t he early
1970' s , was simply a l ogi cal outg r owt h of t he i nte nsi f ication
of cl ass struggl e i n t he l i berat ed zones . Finall y , unli ke t he
popul ar books on Gent ra l Amer ica , Munslow lays the theoret i cal
foundat ions for hi s analysis, ut il i si ng t he works of Ma rx, Engel s,
leni n, and Grams ci. His analysis of FRELIMO' s ideol ogical de­
vel opment is t ruly uni que .5 Drawi ng on Gramsci's t heory of t he
i nte l l igentsia , he divides t he movement i nto t radi t ional intel ­
lec t uals (those usual ly universi ty tra ined , st udied i n l i sbon
and imbued wi th l usophoni c cul t ure ) and organic i nte l lectuals
(wor kers and peasants ) (p. 138-9). Munsl ow argues , as Gramsci
had, that t he synt hesis of t hese two in tel lectu al experiences
forged the movement's ideological foundat ions . Di st inct from
most ot her Afr i can nati onal i st st ruggles , the cond i t ions of
armed st r uggle forced thi s synt hes is which ot herwis e would not
have existed.

Munsl ow i s al so able to re-create the condi t ions which gave
r i se t o the i ntensi f icat ion of cl ass st ruggle in the l iberated
zones. Though most studies i n t he past have emphas ized t he
successful and egalitari an nature of the l i berated zones, t hey
have tended to roeant tct ee t he initia l peri od of st r uggle .
Munslow exposes t he level of exploitat ion thus :

In 1966. landoumere in the Ubemted sones of Cabo
Delgado began emp'toying people to work in their
fields . At the end of a month's lJOrk on the
caahew plantation. a worksr IJOUld r eoeioe a s1rirt .
For carrying a sack of cashel.> nute fo r eight days ,
to the Rovwna Z"ilJer. a man IJOUld be giV6n a piflce
of c'toth to be sold inside the libemtfld 2(1118 , and.
f or this he received a littZ8 salt. The chai7"W11
controlZ&:f the trading stores, sold the goods at an
inflated price and jrsquently lined their a.m pccksts

On occasions tM peasants rec8ived less for
their produce , such as cashew nuts and 'hon8Y . than
they did /'rarI the shopk8eper8 who operated U7'ldsr t M
coZonial administration. . • PeopZ8 soon began to
ask why tMy should IIIlks sacrifices i f member8 of
the liberation movelll'lnt and their """ psopZ8 con­
tinued to exploit them.

There i s one aspect of hi s analysi s of Mozamb ique ' s
nat ionali st movement wh ich 1s r ather di sappoint ing. Munslow
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hangs on dearly to the .b1glKlus , inappropri ate tere , -proto­
nationalist .- This expression, coined by Terrence Ranger, has
never seemed to apply to any particular .ove-ent . Even if it
were an appropriate characterisation for so-called -pri-ary
res istance- .ove.ents ,- Munslow applies the term to UNAMI
(Nat ional Union for Moza.bican Independence), MANU (MozaMbi que
African Hattonal Union) , and UDEHAMO (National Democratic Union
of Mozambique)- -the t hree pil lars of FREllMO. Why call FREl IMO
nationa list and the ot her organizations ·p roto -nationa1ist- if
they too are anti-colonial and nation-oriented?

Overa l l , Jl\lnslow provides one of the most important
schola r ly cont r i butions to t he libera tion of MoZamb ique . Throu gh
a careful readi ng of primary and secondary sources , as wel l as
dia logue with Mozambique 's 'organic ' intel lec tuals-- the movers
of Mozambique's history--Munslow demysti fies t he revOlutionary
process. Although It is written for the non -speci alist , the only
obst acl e to its proliferation , other than illite racy, is capital ­
ism- it runs at S13 .9S for paperback.

HOTES

lSee for instance Toanie SUe Mont~ry , Revolut ion in Q
Salvador : Ori!l!ns and Evolut ion (Boulder, ceie. , (982); Usa
Horth, Bitter GroundS: Roots of Reyolt in £1 Salvador (Toronto,
Canada , 1981); Henri weber 'UcaraRUa : 11MI' Saridinht RPyolutlon
(Mew York , 1981) .

2These works incl ude, Edward A. Al pers, -The Struggle for
Soci al i sm i n Mozamb ique, - in Carl G. Rosber g and Thomas W.
cal lalhY (ed.) : Sociali sm in SU~Saharan Africa: A New Assess­
ment Berkeley , 1979) ; Carole Colli ns, iMOzambique: Dynami zin9
'tIiePeople-: Issue 8 (1978); Basil Davi dson, -The Revol ution
of People's Power : Notes on Mozambique, 1979- : Race and Class,
21 (1979). Thomas Henriksen, -People's War in Angola, ROziibique
and Guinea-Bissau,- Journal of Modern African Studies 14/3 (1976);
Barbara Isaae-an and Allen Isaae-an , MOzambique : From Oolon1 ­
alt ~ to Revolution, 1900-1982 (Boulder , COlo . , 1983); JaMeS
Mlttle.an, unaeraevel~nt and the Transition to Sociali ~
(Hew York, 1981); JOhn aul , i FREl lMO and the MOzambique Revo­
lution, - Monthly Review 24/ 10 (1973); John Saul , The State and
Revolution in Eastern Africa (New York, 1979).

3Allen and Barbara Isaacman have also produced an excel­
lent i nt roductory text on the history of MoZambique (see above
ci t at ion) , also published the same year as MunsTow ' s bOok .
Though t he book by the Isaacmans is fa r more developed i n its
hist or ical interpretation of the period 1900-1982, it is
written for t hose wi th some background in African history. But
both books are recommended to anyone interested i n the revolu­
t ion in Mozambtque .
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4Examples include , Davi d Albright , Communism i n Afr ica
Bl oomington, 1980); Thomas Henriksen , Communist Powers and Sub­

Saharan Africa (St anford, 1981) ; Mohamed £I-Khawas and Lui s 8.
serapiao , Mozambique i n the Twent ieth Century (Wash. , D.C., 1979).

5Though his analysi s i s unique, there has been an attempt
t o canpare Amilcar Cabral' s political thought with Gramsci .
[Timothy W. luke. · Cabral' s Marxism: An African Strategy for
Sociali st Development ,- Studie s in Comparative Commu nism 14/4
(1981 )] . Since Cabra l 's theoretica l fou ndations applies to al l
t he nat ional libe ration movements in t he former Por tuguese
colonies , it cou l d be said that l uke' s analysi s can apply t o the
Moz~i can st ruggle.

Robin D.G. Kelley
His tory Depa rtment, UCLA

~ne Lefort . Eth1 0~1a : An Heretical Revolution? Tr ansla ted
by A.M. Bet-r-et ([on on: Zed Press, 1983) . pp. xt t , 301 , 2
map s. Price : SID. 5D paper covers .

Rene Lefort i s a well known French journali st with solid
credentials as a progressive ana lyst . Readers of Ufahamu who
do not know hi s wor k i n French may be familia r wit h his earlier
sympat het ic discussion of Mozambique that appeared in transl at ion
in Monthly Review, 28/7 (December 1976) . pp. 25-39. In this book
whi ch was recehed very favorably by French reviewers when it
was f irst publ i shed i n Pari s in 1981 , Lefort set s hiMsel f the
following task :

Vs haw sought to i""lldt lJitm.1'I a s ing~ book t ke
Et1ri.opian N'tIOwtiol'l as it was in tn. ""rth and t he
eOl4thl i" tM toI.7rl8 and il'l tM COWIt7O'side. for ths
'bow-geois ' cityci.18llel' and for t he " 81'f l f or t hlJ
Amhams aJ'ld tlui Ol'GfOIOS. Ve have trUd to do this
by s ta:rting f l'U'l the controdictioJ'ls t hat Ethiopia '"
tl"aditUmal "oci ety had fai14d to OWl"COflIt . frctIt
tJw cracM operuuf i " tJrU fro~~ edi fic. by the
-I'fling of a ~00'18 of IltOdIrzmty. Ve t~ looae.
hew tlui Nvolutioo1 EWl'Colated into t heell CracM
andl by e l4acsseive elll2H advancee. f ollOUfld tke
fQ1,l, U liM. Fina.l.ly. Jo)ll' etop at t hlJ 811d of 19181
u heo1 thlJ il'lf el'l'lal I'hyt hll of etVl'lt" "kurd dout
lJith tn.~e of a rI.lIU politWal li". and a
I'I6IJ political tn'd81'. i""al"O'Iatsd' le"" by Q1'I il'l6titutiorl
01' a eoci a l gJ'OU(J thal1 by one man - N81!gi"tu Rai14
Na:toia7I. (p. 4 )
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