
- 31-

GAA\£)'1 S1 IN flfRICA: 00. \£1 J INGIOO NID ]£ 

mr~ rooerr m TI£ TAAmr 

by 

THE BAT.IIE ~ OF AFRICA by 
Marcus Garvey 

Africa's sun is shining above the horizon o Z.ear 
The day for us is rising, for bl.aok men far and near; 
Our God is in the front Une, the heavenZ.y bataZ.Uon Z.eads, 
OnhJard, make your banners shine, ye men of nobZ.e deeds. 

flhen pandemonium breaks, the earth t.ri-Z.Z. trembZ.e fast, 
Nor oceans, seas nor l.akes shaZ.Z. serve the first or l.ast, 
Our suff'ring has been Z.ong, our cries to God ascending, 
We have counted ev 'ry ~Jrong rJhich caZ.Z.s for an amending. 

So into battZ.e Z.et us go t.ri-th the cross before; 
The AngeZ.s, great, from high to l.o!J, rJatch forevermore; 
We see the enemy scatter, and r.Jatch their ranks divide-­
With God there is no fetter for rJhom Be doth provids. 

'!he Ne9ro ~ld (Sept:eiber 16, 1927) 

Historical accxllmts of twentieth oentw:y South Africa have given 
little weight to the activities of Africans in the rural reserves so 
that at first glance, cne might be struck by the mchanging and static 
nature of rural life and cooclude that there was little popular press­
ure for econani.c, political or social change. Indeed this attitu:1e 
has been given sare currency by W. D. Hanrrald-Tooke, wOO, in his app­
raisal of the Transkei. cxl\mcil system, has argued 

. . • the fact of the matter is that the 
ordinary tribesman did not rJant change ... 
Leadsrship tC~Jards change is onZ.y 
effective rJhere there is a general. feeling 
of deprivation and a popul.ar movement for 
improvement. This rJaB l.acking in the 
Transkei in the first hal.f of this century.l 

'nle fact is that there are nurerous exanples of pc:pular nove­
rrents for change in the Transkei, but the vast majority of these 
have CJ::lne unrotioed because they lie outside the pale of c:Xx:l.ltented 
histo.cy or because they were sOOrt.-li ved or had no organizational 
base. 
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An exanple is tl1e "American" IIDV'elllE!nt of the mid-1920 1 s led 
by a disciple of Marcus Garvey, weJJ.ington Butelezi, wlx> anno\.lllOe 
that a day of salvat.i.oo was at hand in ~ bl.ack American anui.e 
'.«>uld arrive to liberate Africans fran European bondage. Because 
of Butelezi 1 s bcrcbastic rhetoric, his unorthocbx style and l1l!rC\ll: 

persooality, he and his novenent have been nuc:h naligned over the 
years and generally treated as a curious footnote or a bizarre 
episode in South African history. But the fact :renai.ns that, fo 
a short time, his IIDV'elllE!nt achieved considerable success in arous 
nass enthusiasm and articulati.nq the grievances and aspirations o: 
Africans throughout the Transkei. Just as the work and ideas of 
Butelezi' s nentor, Marcus Garvey, have been reevaluated in recen 
years, so also is Butelezi' s novenent '.«>rthy of serious .teOOnS • • 

ation. 

1he details of the early ·life of "Dr. wellingtal" axe still 
sketchy. Baptized Elias Wellingtal Butelezi, he was bom about 
1895 at Dntonjanene near MelnDth, Natal. He received his early 
edocation at ~o, a Lutheran rni.ssial school, but after 1918, 
he left b:xte and his parents lost track of him. His father, 
Daniel, testified at one of his mne:rous trials that " ••• after 
he retumed (fran l-\>urrulo) he wandered about the country .•. I did 
not actually know where he was when he was wandering about the 
country, and cannot f3a¥ whether he left this country or not •.. 
I saw him last during the flu epidemic [1918] • He cane fran 
Portuguese East Africa to II¥ kraal. "2 However, we know that in 
1921, Butelezi enrolled as a Standard VII student at IDvedale 
Institution in the Eastern Cape. His perfomanoe at IDvedale 
was less than inspiring and he left after ooe teJ:m, but not be­
fore being tagged with the nicknane, "Bootlaces." His fozner 
classrrates still rerenber him as a "poser" who enjoyed assuninq 
different identities and as a pretentious dresser-he was fald of 
wearing riding breeches. 3 Both were traits which were to be 
identified with Butelezi tlu:ouglx>ut his career. 

Ht.::M and why Butelezi ass\lled his talents as a Ill!dical doc­
tor is not clear, but we know that in August, 1923, he was 
arrested and fined at New Hanover, Natal for practising !IEdicine 
without a license. 4 Apparently, he had been legitilrately granted 
a license to practice as a herbalist in Natal, but had upgraded 
his oc:cq>ation to include the responsibilities of a general 
medical practitioner. 5 By 1925, Butelezi had shifted his base 
of operation to Qachas Nek, Basutoland, where he conoocted 
bottles of Ill!dicine which be peddled em his circuit throughout 
the northeastern Transkei and Griqualand. AnTed with a stet:OO­
soope and a dry cell battery (which he used to rm a cun:ent 
through sare of his patients), he diagnosed and treated every­
thing fr:an tuberculosis to water on the warb, although his 
rredicines (generally sold at 5s a bottle) achieved mixed results . 
Nevertheless he attracted a widespread clientele who found him 
less eJqlellSive than uany hemalists and rore acoessible than the 
few European OOct:on in the area. 
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Besides his transfonnation into a rredi.cal doctor, Butelezi' s 
residency at Qacbas Nek also saw other devel~ts: he changed 
his na;re to {)r. Butler Hansford wellington, and claimed that he 
haa beo::ne a minister of the African ~thod.ist Episcopal Church, 
as well as representative of Marcus Garvey's universal Negro Inr 
proverrent Association and African Conm.mities league (UNIA and 
ACL) .6 Always the charrelean, Dr. Wellington enbellished nany 
other aspects of his life's history, but a statement he rrade at 

1g one of his trials provides a basic outline of his purported life' s 
history. 

I am an Ameriaan Negro maZe aduU age 32 years. I was born 
in Chiaago, North Ameriaan where my father, Daniel, WeHington 
is stiU residing. I Zeft New York per s.s. HarZem at the ?,ate 
part of 1921 for Portuguese East Africa and Zanded at De?,agoa 
Bay. In 1922 I got a Portugusse passport ... for the purpose of 
visiting the Union. I entered the Transvaal, through Korrrnatie­
poort where my passport was stamped by the Emigration (sic) 
offiaes. From the Transvaal, I visited Nata?, and aZso went to 
Cape Town and from Cape Town I aame to East GriquaUrnd and at 
present I reside in Quaahas Nek, West BasutoZand ... The pass­
port with whiah I entered the Union from Portuguese East Afriaa 
is at present amongst my beZongings in BasutoUrnd. When coming 
into the Union I onZy aame on a visit not intending to reside 
in the Union. I have been in the Union aZZ the time since 1922 
up to February 1925 when I went into BaautoZand ... When aoming 
into the Union I passed as a Portuguese East Afriaan native. 
I am a medica?, practitioner by oaaupation. I passed my mediaaZ 
degree, Bachelor of Mediaine, at Rush Medical University, North 
America. 7 

In other circumstances, Wellington changed his birthplace from 
Chicago to Liberia and claimed that he had had further training 
at OXford and cambridge. 

However opportunistic it may have been, Butelezi' s oonversian 
to Garveyism was probably gradual. He llDSt likely had becare ac­
quainted with Garveyism lang before his sojourn in Basutoland. 
Ever since Garvey had established his organization in the United 
states during the first Vhrld War, his literature had perneated 
SOuthern Africa. African-oriented newspapers such as Imvo Zabant­
sundu and The Workers HeraZd featured articles and full-page 
advertiserrents on Garvey's organization and writings, while Euro­
pean newspapers publicized inflated accmm.ts of Garveyite oonven­
tians and activities in the United States. In spite of SOuth 
African goverrment attenpts to curtail its circulaticn through 
the mail, the Garveyite organ, The Negro WorZd, reached a broad 
audience of literate Africans . 

By the early 1920's, Garveyism was having a profound and 
varying irrpact on a wide audience in SOuthern Africa. Enoch 
Mgij:i.rna, the pro~tic leader of the Israelite sect encarrped 
at Bulllloek, was interpreting the changes heralded by Garvey 
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as evidence that the millenniun was fast appzoaching. In August, 
1920, his nephew, Gilbert Ma.tshoba, a law clerk in Queenstown 
wrote to him about a Garvey neeting in New York and reported 
that Garvey had VCMed, 

We ~JiZZ not ask Engkmd, Fztance, Ital-y or Bel.giwr~, or 
in other words we IJJi.l-1. not ask from them why are you ... 
in this place [Africa]. We will. only direct them to get 
out. We will only formulate a Bill of Rights embracing 
all the black natives and also l-aw to administrate their 
welfare. The blood of al-l wars is about to arrive Lite 
compensation is due . ] When Europe puts her might against 
Asia. Then it will be time for the negroes to Uft up 
their sword of the Uberty of the Africans. Father that 
is the news of our black countrymen. It is [publ-ished in 
the newspapers].8 

By 1921, four branches of the UNIA had been opened in the Western 
Cape and the American-educated leader of the Cape branch of the 
African National COngress, James 'lhaele, was a staunch advocate 
of Garvey ism. 9 And at Iovedale, Butelezi' s fomer sdxlol, the 
teachers held an open forun on current affairs every wednesday 
and the UNIA, its ideas and objectives, were a oonstant source 
of discussion.lO 

Garveyism also sparked off a vigorous debate arrong Africans 
over the desirability of transplanting Garveyism in South Africa. 
'lhose wro opposed the IIDVenent argued that Garveyism was just a 
"rouse of cards" which would oontribute little to African advance­
ment and might oonvey the inpression that African loyalty was sus­
pect .11 sane Africans also questioned whether black Anericans would 
treat them any better than Europeans . Speaking at the Et:hiq:>ian 
church in Queenstown, J.T. Gmede, one of the lll!fl'bers of the ANC 
delegation to the Versailles Conference, infomed his aullence that 
"trose people in Anerica had never stretched out their hand to help 
them in anything, and how oould we expect them to core and deliver 
us from oppression by the white IIBil ••• sore of these Negroes were 
already in Liberia, and had ill-treated the aboriginal natives in 
that Republic .. . 12 

Nevertheless n\11'er0us Africans openly errbraced Garveyism because 
it errphasized the creative capabilities of Africans, the potential 
for unification of the peoples of Africa and African descent, and the 
possibilities for reclaiming Africa from the Europeans. ~le reoog­
nizing the differences which he had personally e:xperienced beb.'een 
Africans and Afro-Ail'ericans, one Anerican-educated writer, 'lheodore 
M. Kakaza, felt that the cross-fertilization of ideas beb.leen the bolo 
groups oould only lead to greater achievesrents. Fie warned: 

Let the alien races remember that they cannot keep forever the 
teeming millions of blacks who aspire to freedom and nationh~od. 
Their longing hearts must someday reach their barriers notiJJith­
standing. The task may be great, the road long. tortuous and 
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fuZZ of pit.faZZs, but just as sure as the sun rises in the 
East, these hithe~to sZeeping giants, who had been awakened 
by Marcus Garvey, must come to their own. "13 

'lbe initial. strongtx>lds of Garveyism were in industrial centers 
like Johannesburg, cape Town, Dw:ban and Ki.rrberley. But Garveyism, 
its ideas and literature , was quickly spread into the rural reserves 
by thousands of labor migrants wro traversed between rural and m:ban 
areas . Whe.rever Africans gathered, Garveyism often was a topic of 
conversation. Mudl of the infornation whidl Africans digested was 
usually carried by word of rrouth, seoond or third hand at best, and 
was often rurror . 14 And as Garvey's nessage attracted rrore listeners, 
its promises of Africans throwing off the yoke of oolonial.ism and 
Afxo-Anericans :returning to the African cx:ntinent were distorted 
or exaggerated. M:lst certainly the eJq)ectations of imninent dlange 
which Garveyism raised shaped the direction of Wellingtal ' s rrovenent 
in the Transkei. 

However much Butelezi may have been influenced by the debates 
over Garveyism, his rrost inp:>rtant link was a West Indian, Ernest 
Wallace, wro, while :residing at Qadlas Nek, net Butelezi about 
1925. Wallace had joined the UNIA after the first ~rl.d War and, 
with several. black Anericans, had rroved to Basutoland to organize 
Garvey chapters. lS He found a willing convert in Butelezi, who, 
in typical. fashion, enbellished their :relationship by claiming he 
had net Wallace alrrost a decade earlier in <lri.cago and later at 
Oxford and cant> ridge . At one of Butelezi ' s trials, although Butelezi 
testified that he had net Wallace in England, Wallace's own :reoollec­
tion of the neeting was hazy. "I did not question the fact that I 
have not net the accused elsewhere in Europe ••• I only saw accused 
pass ne in Iondon. I was not intimate with him. I am not sure that 
this person was the accused. "16 It is clear, l'x:Jwever, that Wallace 
and Butelezi began holding neetings in the Matatiele district. A 
report of one neeting held on Deoel'lber 15, 1925 was sent to a local. 
newspaper. A Negro spiritual, "we are Awaiting for a Master NlO 
Will Rise and cane to His People, " c.pened the neeting followed by 
an illpassioned speedl by Wallace. 

Stepping on to the pZatform Bro. WaZZace's mind ran 
back through hundreds of miles of Zand and sea to the land 
of his b.irth and adoption and the country of his father 'a 
afflictions ... With that inspiration seething in his breast 
Zike moleten volcanic lava and finding exit from the great 
volcano of his mouth, the goodly brother issued out his 
sentiments and touching sensations. He was not sent to 
tell what the negroes in America do, he said, but to ask 
them to work out their own salvation. 
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His message~ he said was baaed on the foundation of 
truth and on the promotion of a genera'L confratemity among 
the scatte~ed negro ~ace. Be had come to ask Af~ca to trim 
he~ 'Land and ahJait the time when the Son of Man shaH come 
out on His c~ot of fire to redcam His peop'Le. 

God the Almighty loved the negro race as much as Be 
loved other races of the world. He made all of one blood~ 
therefore let Af~ca ~se on her feet and praise the Lord~ 
for the I.crd God Omnipotenth reigneth. Let Af~ca claim 
for 0716 God~ one aim~ one destiny. 

If we st~ve and struggle ~d the Lord who is always 
at the service of the needy will hear our ary and come to 1 

assist us in our efforts. The sons and daughters of Africa 
must coalesce, unite and build themsel-ves up into a strong 
and i ndivisible unit believing al-ways in the fatherhood of 
God and the brotherhood of man; respecting the rights of 
others and finding inepiration from the Man of Men. 

Af~ca is furthermore asked to cook her own pot and 
the Af~cane, the legaL shareholders in this great and 
beautifuL country~ to put their backs to the wheel and work 
hard to the redemption of thei~ fatherLand and utilise all 
ene~gy to save Af~ca from the ~nding pincers of poverty; 
"Phere is much strength in Union for Union is strength~ 11 

says an old dictum. Let us unite and co-operate. The 
UNIA and ACL affords ample chance for aapi~ng young men 
and women of the negro race. 

May the God of Israel stretch out His hands over the 
Ethiopian race and bless their struggling efforts . l1 

With his florid delivery 1 Wallace thrust heme the essence of 
Garveyism: black unity, black consciousness, black lil:leratioo. But 
this remu:Kable speech also evidenced a strong rni.llermial current. 
'!he black struggle was built on the surety that the IDrd would 
intervene in the tine of need. After Wallace and Butelezi parted 
ways, it was essentially Wallace's IreSsage-with ooe najor alter­
ation--which Butelezi spread throughout the Transkei. · '!he mxlification 
was that Butelezi elevated the American black to the role of lib­
erator for he prophesied that American blacks were cx:xning soon to 
free Africans fran the baldage of their European oppressors. 

wellington' s inage of. a miraculous interventioo by a foreign 
liberator was not an isolated occurrence in SOuth African histoxy. 
During the cattle-killing episode in 1856-57 1 the Crimean War 
provided the backdrop for a ruror that Russians were invading 
SOuth Africa to drive out the English. l8 During the first W:>rld 
War, one of the principal actors changed and the Gerrrans becarre 
the liberators of SOuth Africa. Arrong the Zulu, a recurring be­
lief was that their deposed chief, Dinizulu, was retuming to 
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restore the Zulu nation to its fOJ:IDBr gntatnes&. '.lhus, in 1920, 
a rurtDr swept the Dundee District in Natal " • • • to the effect that 
oinizulu was not dead: he was oo the seas en route for South Africa 
with a large Gennan Arraf and was CXIIIing to 'blot out' the white mm.•l9 
In the eyes of Africans, the fact that the Russians and Gexmms were 
actively warring against their oolonial masters validated the right­
eousness of their cause. 

During the post W:>rld war I era, the inage of the liberator 
was nest closely linked with the ~AIIerican. In east and Central 
Africa, the British banned or restricted the activities of bladt 
Americans, but in SOUth Africa, the authorities warily allowed them 
to 100rk in IIIl8t parts of the oountry. 'lhus Africans leamed of 
Afro-Ailerica through the images presented by lllilCJClZi.ne&, newspapers 
and the cinema ,20 through the inpressiaus of black south Africans 
educated in the Uli.ted States, or through direct CCiltact with bladt 
American sailors, traders and Negro Baptist and »£ missialaries. 
'!he image pieced together by mmy Africans was not of an oppressed 
and cbomtrodden people, but of an energetic and aeative race who 
ruled America and played a pivotal :role in world politics. As w. o. 
Cingo, a Transkeian historian and vocal OR;lClD8llt of Garveyi.sm, put 
it: 

The Great Euztopean lr'ar aZ.So had its contl'ibution to these 
iZ.ZusiotlB. The moral. and military power of America came into 
prominence. Her declaration for the "Self determination of 
smal.Zer nations," the force of which drove some misguided 
Dutch citiaens of the Union to what they preferred to tem 
'~n amed protest, " caught the tender ears of the unsophisti­

cated natives in these parts. 'l'hey regard the voice of America 
as that of a 17tighty race of bl.ack people overseas, dreaded 
by al.Z European nations. 'l'hese people, our unfonunate friende, 
imagine in their confusion, manufacture for their own purposes, 
engines, locomotives, ships, motor oars, aeroplanes, and 
mighty weapons of lAW'. '1'he mad dreams and literature of 
Marcus Garvey, a Bl.ack Amel'ican Negro, were broadcast on 
the winds. Hopes for political. and economic emancipation 
were revived and today the word Amel'ica [iNelika] is a 
household word symbolic of nothing but Bantu National. freedom 
and Uberty. 21 

During the post-W:>rld war I era, the llfith of ~Ailerican 
liberation was further stinulated by being linked to ramerous 
llDVellents and individuals . For exauple, the African trade union 
of Cleuents Kadalie, the Industrial and OJimercial Worlter's thial, 
because of its insistent delllmds for higher wages and better em­
ploytrent o:>nditioos for black~. had a profound i.npact oo 
the thinking of rural and urban laborers and contributed to the 
definiti.cn of the Afro-Ailerican liberator. Q1e African, who had 
~rker for many years in Port E] j zabeth, :remeubel:ed: 
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Duz>ing the time of the ICU, we heard about the coming of 
the black Americans who were coming to liberate us. There 
was gossip that a ship with eight chimneys was seen in East 
London which was coming to free us. The ICU was preaching 
the idea of independence and these ideas cropped up also. 21 

'Ihe liberation Il!{th also affected the millenial l!DVelrent led 
by the proJ:betess Nonteta near King Williams Town. When several 
hundred of her followers were jailed in 1923 for ignoring a govem­
nent oroer to kill locusts, a nl.m'ber of them had dreams of Auericans 
opening the 00ors of their cells and freeing them. O'Je nan reool­
lected: 

rre used to dream in the hope that the Americans were coming 
to release us. It was just a l'WII01', but what you hear as a 
rumor, you always dream about. I can't tell you who told us 
these rwnors but there was always hope throughout that the 
Americans would free us. As oppressed people, we always had 
hope that we would be released. 23 

cne writer on millennialism has observed that "in sare reg­
ioos mill~ ~s an endemic foroe and nay seize upcn any 
a'llailable figure .24 'lhus it was that an unsuspecting visitor 
trom west Africa was transfonred into a nessianic figure . 'Ihe 
Gold Coast ed\x:ator, Janes Aqgrey, touring the unial of South 
Africa in 1921 as part of the Phelps-Stokes ccmni.ssion, ga~ 
speeches in the Eastem Cape and Transkei, where he was reoeived 
ecstatically by trerrendous ~of Africans, many of whcrn be­
lieved Aggrey to be an American. Aggrey counselled his audiences 
to follow the virtues of noderation and hard work, and he assured 
them that Garveyite premises were just as illusory as a "MidsUII'ller ' s 
Night Dream." Yet his listeners cane expecting him to deliver 
ITllCh llDre. His biogra!;iler :renarked: 

In the Transkei ... people had expected an earthly deliverer 
who was coming to wage war, not against their wrongdoing, but 
against their conquerors and rulers .. . Aggrey was supposed by 
some to be the herald of an invading band of Negroes--they 
thought all Americans were Negroes--who would drive the whites 
of South Africa into the sea. Men came to the meeting in 
Umtata on horseback with empty sacks for saddle-cloths. Be 
wiZZ order the merchants to sell their goods cheaply--he may 
even compel them to give their goods away for nothing! So 
they imagine . The empty grain bags under the saddles were 
to carry away these easily gotten possessions. These men 
rode away greatly disappointed from Umtata, wondering at 
the impudence of the person who had summoned them hither. 

Even a chief, who was a rrenber of the Transkei Iegi.slati ve 
Assercbly (Bunga), was convinced that Aqgrey would offer rore. 
When asked for his reaction to Aqgrey's speech, he responded: 
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"I 'Liked it; but he did not say what we e:z;pected. 11 

''What is that?" 
"The American Government. tt25 

In cx:ntrast to Aqgrey, wel.li.ngtan relished his role as liberator 
and took advantage of the fertile ground for his rressage. His irnnedi­
ate successes were related to his ability to grasp and articulate 
ideas and aspirations which were in the air and channel them into 
the franework of his I!DV'el'llellt. '!hat he was filling a deep-felt void 
in the minds of nany Africans was expressed by Joel !-myinba, ~had 
worked as a clerk in cape Town and on the mines, and had previously 
joined the ICU and 1\NC. 

I had always been and am very confident in the Americans. 
I r.kls never to~d about Wellington ... When I ~eft home 
[Siqungt.'ini ~cation ne<U' TsoZo] I ~eft Mr. Sigenu with 

a message that he must wok out to the coming of the B~ck 
American. He therefore wrote me telling me that he had 
arrived. In a dream [in June 1926) I heard a voice ca~ling 
for me to return home to do my duty as the Americans had 
arrived. A voice I heard very often. A voice that said, 
'Come for your duty. ' I llklited everyday for those Americans 
to come to free South Africa. 26 

Despite his stirring leadership, wellingtoo was just as ll1I.JCh a 
captive as a shaper of his environment. He intended initially to 
organize Garvey chapters and spread Garvey's ideas, but the idea 
which riveted JtOSt African's i.naginat.i..oos was that of the Afro­
Anerican liberator and this led the novement in di.J:ect.ions unfore­
seen by wellington. we will later examine the political and 
eoonanic backdrop for wellington's success, but first we will 
take a look at the rranner in which the ll'OV'E!IIlimt developed and 
spread throu;hout the Transkei . 

~ Dr. wellington began his proselytizing for Garvey , he 
was about thirty years old. He stood a stood a stoutish 5'4", 
sported a large noustadle and bushy nuttonchops, and had a long 
scar below his right earlobe. Be 'WOre glasses and was usually 
nattily attired. Followers were inpressed with the fact that 
Wellington owned half a dozen suits which he would change during 
the day. \bm he spoke at rreetings, however, he put on a ministerial 
robe. For transportation, he initially relied on horses. Ooe 
he called "Europe," another "Sedition." After he had been ex-
pelled from the Transkei, a foll.c7Ner put up his land as security 
so that wellington was able to buy an old IXx1ge autarobile. 27 

Fran wellington's base around Matatiele, reports of his 
reaching quickly spread throughout the Transkei, and he was 

· vited to nunerous districts. He travelled in May, 1926, to 
unt Fletcher, and s~tly as far west as Ugie and Elliot­
e. His strongest cxmoentration of fol.l.owers was in Griqualand 
t, especially in the districts of M:>unt Fletcher, M:>unt Ayliff, 
u and Tsolo. ~rever he was not able to appear personally, 

sent disciples or cxmverts. Initially his neetings were open 
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just to followers, who swore secrecy and expressed their solidarity 
with one another by joining his organization, Amafela Ndawonye 
(those who die together). In 'iWill.ingtonite strongholds, tremendous 
pressure was exerted on non-men'bers to join. In sate cases, they 
resorted to physical violence; in others, they utilized social 
ostracism. 'lhose who sat on the fence or were against wellington 
were branded as witvoete (\ohl.t.e feet} and suspected of oollaborating 
with Europeans. 

'lhe authorities were unable to build a case against wellington 
because no one was willing to testify against him; rcany headlren 
were his supporters and refused to pass on infomatioo about his 
JTOvetents to nagistrates. But as Wellington' s JTOvetent musl'u:oc:lred, 
it became intJossible to limit his rreetings to manageable proporti.a'IS 
and whenever Africans leamed that he was speaking in a district 
thousands flocked to his rreetings . 

Dressed in his ministerial garb, Wellington addressed the 
crowds in English (to Cb otherwise would have cx:ntradicted his 
inage as an Alrerican} ; his intezpreters translated into Xhosa. 
He usually began his rreetings with prayer, scripture reading and 
hynn singing. Nomally two standard hyims were sung, 'Nkosi sikele' 
i Afrika ' (God bless Africa} and 'Lizalis idinga Lak' o (God fulfill 
your pranise} , 28 but as the JTOvement gained II'O'Ie'ltun, the 'iWill.ing­
toni tes a:stpOSed n1,llllerous songs reinforcing the therres of ft:ee<bn 
and unity. A few exanples follow: 

(1} Africa is the Zand of our fathers 
The foreigners are claiming it 
They wiZZ never have it 
Because it is ours 

(.2} Chase away our enemies 
And destroy their plans 
And leave us in this world of ours 
May unity continue forever 

(3} We are the family of Africa 
We are the children of Africa 
We shaZZ die here 
Bless our country 

(4) The Lord unites us 
We the African nation 
That we may be one with Africa 
Lord accompany our friends from America 
Give them enough strength 
That with your grace we may see each other29 

. lbe basic thrust of Wellington' s preaching was that a day 
of Judgrrent was drawing near in which Alrericans were cx:ming to 
liberate black Africans from their European cppressors. Well­
ington's nessage was not a radical departure fran Garveyite 
pronouncenents. Garvey enphasized the unity of all black people 
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and prani.sed that Afro-.Ane.ricans were retuming soon to their 
ancestral hc:meland. Indeed there was a widespread rmor that 
"General" Garvey hinBelf was going to pay a visit to south Africa 
in the near future . However, wellington' s visial of black .Anerican 
liberators transliOgri.£ied Garvey ' s original ideas. 

An exanple is wellingtcn' s revisiarl.st int.erpretatial of 
First 'l'brld War politics. He cla.ined that: 

during the Zate IJal' King George V had given Amlilrica South 
Africa as compensation for their services in the Zate !Jal'. 
Then General smuts wrote to King George that he had resigned 
and the Americans could come and take over. When General 
Hertaog heard this, he took over and is now challenging 
America. 30 

wellingt:.cxl 's assert.ial reflected a general shift in the 
attitooe of Africans toward Britain. During the war nany Africans 
had put aside their protests for equal rights to rally to the de­
fense of the Srpire. 31 '!hey expected their cx:mn:i.t:nent and sacri­
fice to be rewarded in the post-war era, but the next decade had 
seen the passage of additional repressive legislatioo and no less­
ening of controls . African :representatials to l.a'ldon were either 
rebuffed or fell on deaf ears. Despite their ocntinued faith in 
British ideals, Africans were di.sillusiclled by &\gland' s abdicatial 
of rer responsibilities and, pezhaps recognizing post-war realities, 
turned to America to assure the role of benevolent guardian. 32 

wellington predicted that the liberating a:at¥ would arrive 
in airplanes and ships. 'lhe latter was probably inspired by Garvey ' s 
ill-fated Black Star Steamship line , but it was the airplane ima.geJ:y 
which captured the imagination of wellingt:.cxl ' s followers . 33 Welling­
ton convinced them that when the day of liberatial arrived, the 
.Ane.ricans 1r10uld fly over in airplanes and cast cbm balls of buming 
charooal on all Europears and African non-believers alike. 34 'lhat 
this 1r10uld happen was verified in scripture which he qoot.ed, "Now 
when these things begin to take place, lCXlk up and raise your heads, 
because your redalption ls drawing near. n 35 In order to distinguish 
themselves fran unbelievers, we~tes (or ".Ane.ricans") were 
told to paint their houses black, 36 to t:.1u:cM <MaY needles, paraffin 
and cups and saooers, to kill all their pigs, and to destxoy any 
vestige of items derived fran pigs suc:h as candles. 

As further proof of loyalty, well.ingt:a'lites were also required 
to purchase neti::lershi.p cards for 2s 6d each and wear red, green 
and black buttons. Bu3e stml9 of IraleY were collected. 01e wanan 
recollected: 

I have never seen so much money coHected in my life. Member­
ship was 2s6d then but peopZe wouldn't stick to that amount-­
Sa, lOs, 2 pounds, 6 pounds--in all my Zife I have never seen 
so much money, either in coins or notes. The table was so fUZZ 
high up. It took many to count that money. l't'Mrever he went 
he collected money and wherever he went people were willing to 
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donate money. He said that he had to buy wagons for the liber­
ation, and he had to build houses for the liberated people. And 
he had to pay aZl the poZice to imprison the oppressors.31 

At the peak of its popularity, the Wellingtm rrovement shared 
nany characteristics of cargo CUlts of the South Pacific. Both develqled 
in environrrents in which basic assunptions of paower bere being quest­
ioned; l:x>th were searching for neans by which European paower, material 
and wealth could be oontrolled or manipulated. '!bus Wellingtonites 
foresaw their deliverance by Afro-llllericans using a highly visible 
syni:Jol of European paower, the airplane. Both also showed an anbi~ 
alent attit\Xle to westezn culture. Europeans were to be driven out, 
\\bile at the sarre tirre Africans were to share in European material 
wealth. Factories were to spring up overnight; clothing was to be 
distributed to eve.cyone; taJ<es and dipping fees were to be abolished; 
Africans were to have their own c;pvernrrent. If his fol.loolers pract-
ised unswerving loyalty to his cause, the l\llericans would fulfill 
their expectations. 'Ihus, in 1927, when the liberation cumy did not 
mterialize on the dates set for its arrival, IIOSt of his followers 
were not disillusiooed because Wellington explained the l\ITericans 
had not o:xre because sare pigs had not been killed. Nevertheless 
scrne followers drifted <MaY fl:an the novelrel'lt after this disconfi.r­
matioo. 

Pig killing neither originated with Wellington, nor was it 
unprecedented in recent Transkeian history. At the tirre of the 
Banbatha rebellion in 1906, a Zulu diviner appeared in the Transkei 
soliciting support for the uprising. He spread a tale which started 
a wave of pig killing (known in the southern Transkei as GaaZeka 
Nongqause) . 

According to the Transkei version, a Zulu chief called Mjantyi ... 
had a white winged pig which would fly from ZuZuland round our 
coast uttering cries, to which if any domestic pigs responded 
the inhabitants of the kraal would all fall dsad; thus Mjantyi 
would exterminate all not in sympathy with the rebellion, white 
his sympathizers would save their lives by effectually silencing 
their pigs. Another account said that the pig was at a later 
stage to be accompanied by a white cock, upon the appearance 
of which all white cattle were to be kilZed.38 

OUtbursts of pig-killing also ocx::urred in 1910 on the appearance of 
Hailey's caret and in 1917 when it was nnored that pigs were to be 
registered for war purposes and owners would be fined five pounds 
for selling them. 39 Hc:Mever, none of these epidemics approached the 
scale and scope of Wellington 's pig killing. 

Pigs do rot have a ritual significance in Xnosa society. '!he 
pig killing was not a suicidal sacrifice as was Nongqause ' s cxmnand 
in 1856 that all cattle had to be slaughtered. It is l..ike.ly that 
the pig killing developed as aoother instrment for unifying the 
novelrel'lt or highlighting the distinctiveness of its netbers. One 
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infonrant ~ that wellingtoo 's pig kil.li?9 was inspired by the 
Biblical stozy of Christ casting the. evil spirits into pigs, thus 
IIBking pigs an i:npure iminal. Wellingt:cn nay have aeve:t.cp!d this 
:rat.i.Onal.e after the pig kiJ..l.ing started, but this was anot:her in­
stance in whii::h Wellington was forced to react to devel.cpnents not 
of his own I1Bking. 

In order to understand wt¥ so many Transkeians flocked to 
Well.:ingt.al' s banner, ooe IDJSt place hiS novement in the cx::ntext 
of eamanic, social and political dlanges wh:icn were taking place 
in the African rural reserves. '1be Transkei. itself was in the 
midst of an ecananic decline which had been lalg in the I1Bking. 
Ever since the. last outburst of African resistance to Eurc.pean 
rule arol.Dld 1880, Eurc.pean administrators had carried out a cal­
culated. policy of 11Ullni£ying :rather than devel.oping the. Trans.Itei 
ecxxlCII¥. In areas where a small African peasanay developed 
and flourished for limited periods, Colin Bundy has shown that 
the collusion of the aaninist:raticn and Eurc.pean fa.IJllerS insured 
that a viable African peasanay could not sw:vive. 40 

Most Transkei.an agriculturalists neither had the aoc:2ss to 
m:x'lem technology nor the easy aooess to outside na.rltets to over­
cx:.me the barriers :raised against them and the net result was that 
m.x:h of the Transkei.' s labor force was proletarianized and survi.val 
becanE dependent on the eamings of labor migrants in European 
areas. By the 1920's the Transkei's main ellp)rt was labor; almJst 
20% of the na1es were absent each year. 41 And it was in areas like 
Griqualand Fast, where the percentage of migrant laborers was 
highest, that Wellington had his sb:algest oonoent:rat.ioo of followers. 

'!be i.rrpoverishnent of the Transkei was cx:rrpounded by the nunerous 
natural disasters which struck the regicn. '1be Rindeq>rest and Fast 
Coast Fever of 1896 and 1910 severely depleted cattle herds. Locust 
plagues were periodic occurrences. '!be Flu pandemic of 1918 killed 
thousands of Africans. Drou;;hts were cx:mo.::n and soil erosicn scarred 
the laOOscape. Crop failure was the rule rather than the exception, 
and Africans generally had to i.Iq;lort many of their food staples . 

'1his picture of chronic hopelessness and despair in the Tran­
skei was captured by a cape newspaper when it editorialized: 

.•. we have poverty gr'OIJ)ing into hunger. It is a fact no think­
ing man can fail to see that even in the Transkei~ tong supposed 
to be a 1,and of bUssfu7, id eness and ptenty for the natives~ 
and even now regarded by some ignorant poUticat and official, 
uperts as a tand of easy Uving--even in the Transkei~ under­
feeding~ undernourishment and consequent rapid deterioration 
in bone and fl,esh and heatth is the rute among the young natives. 
It is no e:caggeration to say that the majority of them Uve in 
a chronic state of hunger retieved at g.rowingty tong intervats 
by ptenty. This ptenty is too often marred by the sate of food 
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to buy eZothing and to pay off debta. Tb.eae ars the general 
conditions of 'life; poverty growing into hung&>, (lebt ttri.th 
no liope of <Bscape. No peop·Ze under the sun !J)ho have not 
been tamed and !J)eakened by centuries of Zow diet and des­
potism can faiZ, in sucn cond:i:tions, to get into a state 
of unrest.42 

Ecxn:mic deprivaticn by itself i:s nat em adequate.. expl.anatiJJn 
for people tuming to millenrui.alism, but certainl.y the cmaiLative 
effect of disasters and ~t created £ertile gromds for 
Wel.lingtani.sm. Midlael ·Barkon has argued that a disaster syndmoe 
is a significant factor behi.ild ~ mi.llellni.al 1JIJ'9II!IIIII! ".Men 
cleave to 'tqles of :i:mnirlent Wlr~ salvati.al Gilly when the hamler­
blows o'f disaSter dest.J;Qy the ~rld tbey have knawn and :tender them 
susoepti:bl-e txi> ideas which they "-''Uld earlier have cast aside.." 43 

Although a Illi.mculous ecx:r1allic .transfoznatial was a .central 
aspect o'f Wel.l.mgt.onism, thi'S ·should nOt dbscure :the fact that 
Wellingtc.rl' s novement served as a vehicle of protest for mmy 
Africans, giving fo.Dil and expression to agitation against goveJn­
tDent legislation of the Hertzog D!gine. For instailoe, :in !1.926, 
·~ had .introdiloed a -series C!>f native bills designed to ae­
:rrareate 'the nati. ve :reseroes and t.0 di..senfrandrls Af:riccm voters 
in the 'Cape ,provinoe. ~ laws ~ not passed for another 
deCade., .bQt t:helir ~ in Parliament ~ Afrd.can 
resentment throughoot ·the 'Uruian. 

But Ir0st Afrl.cans ·were affected 'IIDl:e iQy .new taxes ·\ihl.dl the 
Hertwg go~ !levied. In .1925, a 'tax en ootta1 iblaEkets 
and seconcHland clOthing was ii:n!Jti,tl.ited. :En the -sane year, the 
Native ll'cDcation and ~t Aot was passed. Designed t.0 
give 'tax iaws for ·A'frlcans :fhm~ut lthe flhian a '1lllif0nnit;y, 
the act increased >the 1tax burden in ·sane p.rovli.noes., !bUt increased 
it ln others .:i..ndhaaing 'the Cape .~. 

'Wellingt:OO:ism als0 ~ the ~g of ai.scontent generated 
by 't.he a'l:ready •ex:i.:st:ing dipping :regulat'ians. Am:ti:cans il!eSisted 
paying dipping 'fees not only because i't •was a tax •burden 'but also 
because they were ·sk.eptica11 ·of \the ~ficacy of ai.pping ·for their 
cattle. Many Tegarded 'it as gust andther 'EuroJjlean ;ploy to decinate 
their heros. In particalar the area .around Mt. ~letcher ·.was a 
'".sto.Dil •cent.re" of anti- mppin,g ·agi'tation; during .the 1fi:rst W:>rld 
War several minor •:rebelillions lhaf1 bz:tiken out .over this issue. ·Acxxlrd­
ingly ..men wellington infm:ned lbis fo~ that tt:he Anericans were 
<ping to abolish dipping, 'he evoked an ti.nStantaneous ·~· 
Narerous ~tes .around 'Mt. iFleti:her were jailed !<!>r fined 
in 1927 for -refusing 'to ipay Clipping :tees. .Well:ingt:al' s deportation 
fran the '1!ranskei •did not diminish .anti -dipping :fervor for in iater 
years ·W&lJ.ington±tes··ronttnued to :resist oippmg ·i:e9ulatians. 
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Wellingtcn also received a direct :inpetus fran the erosion of 
traditional chie£ly paorers ..ru.m had taken place under European 
adninistration. As a result of the hundred years of resistance 
by Xbosa-speaking peoples oo the Cape frcntier, oolooial adni.nistra­
tors had carried out a determined policy of breaking the powers of 
African chiefs who were blamed for nudl. of the resistance. Euro­
pean rule carre to be administered through nagistrates who used 
gove.mrrent-appointed headrren to carry out the day to day functions 
of direct rule. Oriefs were allowed to :remain as titular heads 
of their aocieties, but their powers were severely curtailed. 

In the late nineteenth oentuxy, the Cape goverrment created 
the Transkeian General Q:luncil (cxmtOnl.y k:ncMn as the Bunga) as 
an advisory body, but like the Tsarist Durra, it had no substantive 
powers and IIOSt Africans recognized that the funda!rental decisions 
affecting their lives were nade elsewhe:re. en sane occasions, 
Bunga nertJers might use the oouncil as a platfoz:m for attacking 
governrrent legislatioo, but nany Bunga meni:lers were regarded by 
their 01o111 people as goverrment pawns who carried out edicts with­
out consulting their people. 'lhus the Bunga absoibed nudl. criticism 
for assisting the governrrent with agricultural and rehabilitation 
schenes such as fencing, culling and ditping cattle, and hcmestead 
resiting.44 

Sate Bunga nertJers reaognized their carpranised positions 
and directly attributed Wellington's rreteoric rise to popularity 
to the erosion of the powers of traditional rulers. One Bunga 
oounsellor, Scanlen I.ehana of Mt. Fletcher, l.anelted their loss 
of status, 

The foundation of the Natives has been throtJn f.I1J)(DJ, so 
that the Natives now have no confidence even in their 
Magistrates. We should consider this carefuHy and I 
want to tell you the reason for this. When the Natives 
were accepted under the Government,the powers of the 
Chiefs were taken away. Before that the Chiefs were 
the leaders of the People and had the respect of the 
people. 45 

~e reason why those things were happening was because 
the Natives realized that those in authority had no power.46 

Indeed nany headrren and chiefs O[:enly :rejected the Transkeian 
administrative franework and supported the Wellington rrr>venent. 
Few hea.drren or dri.e£s carre forward to testify about Wellingtcn' s 
rroverrents or his activities. Many actually joined his rrr>venent, 
thinking it might be the neans by whidl they oould :redress grievances 
or achieve personal an'bitions . For instance, Edward Zibi, a head­
nan in the Mt. Fletdler a:rea, hoped to attain a chieftaincy of the 
Hllbi. Although he was subsequently deposed by the gove.mrrent, he 
remained a long-tine Wellington leader. 
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'lhe nest praninent chief to join was Lutsoto Mditshwa of the 
~<boise, who participated not because of any decided enthusiasm 
for Wellington's cause, but because he believed the .IIDvement would 
enable him to restore his param::nmtcy over a branch of the ~ 
mise. cne of the results of the~ Rebellion in 1880 had 
been that the colonial authorities had taken away the paranountcy 
o f his uncle, Mllonto. 'i'l1en Lutsoto had :readled the a<;Je of major­
ity, a magistrate, Walter Cmnichael, officially recognized Lutsoto 
as chief, but higher authorities objected and the recognit.i.oo was 
lifted. lhis erbittered Lutsoto and his people and it was a major 
:reason why the Wellington mwement attracted such a large follarring 
in the '!'solo and Qunbu areas . 'lhe depth of Lutsoto ' s resentment 
is indicated by the fact that when he testified at the trial of a 
Wellingtonite who had killed a policeman, he openly affil:Ired his 
support for the novement and stated that he was still serving as a 
vice-president. local officials asked him to :recant privately, 
but he declined to Cb so. Lutsoto's involveuett with Wellington 
did him great haim with the authorities although his chi.eftainship 
was eventuall y restored in 1936.47 

As the Wellington I!Ovement develcped, the attacks oo European 
cbni.nance shifted to other .Etl:J:qlean-controlled institutions, the 
mission schools and churches. Respooding to the virulent opposit­
ion of missionaries, Wellington and his followers began establish­
ing "American" schools and churches. 'lhese schools were i.mrediate 
su:::cesses and for the next few years, mission schools throughout 
the Transkei reported sharply curtail ed enrollllents.48 Except for 
incorporating Garvey ideas, the schools, bearing s\X:h names as 
Willbewill and ~t Justice COllege, did not alter the curriculun 
of the mission schools . 

Africans accepted the positive value of educat.i.oo, but they 
were dissatisf ied with missionaxy control of access to it and pre­
scribing the cultural values taught to their children. A Welling­
tonite at Ebgcd:x> told his recruits, "We are Alrericans-;~e are out 
of your English schools." "We will not leave this rrovenent. I 
have joined the Americans and will not cp back to ignorance. "49 
MUle distressed by the rroverrent a M:>ravian missionaxy at Tinana 
offered a similar explanation for the attacks on the church: 

If the yoke of the white Government cannot be thrown off, 
he can at least get rid of the guardianship of the white 
church, as fai' as his own person is concerned. Some of 
our own people in Kinira justified their leaving the Church 
by saying, 1 We do not wish to belong to a ChW"Ch of White 
people. 1 There is no special hostility to our church, or 
our missionai'ies .50 

'Ihe 'Arrerican' schools also off ered teaching q;JpOrtunities 
to Africans who had not been certified as teachers . lhe American 
schools offered an outlet for the personal aspirations of many 
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"Airerican" teachers who were in their 20 ' s and 30s, had Standard 
UI educations or less, and were confronted with the limited 
opportunities in the Transkei where there were fStl posi tions 
ocmnensurate with their capabilities. en the other hand, very 
fStl qualified teachers joined the novetent. As enployees of the 
cpve.mment or missions, teachers on the whole were cautious and 
conservative and less apt to join a rrovement which jeopardized 
their status. Millennia! ncvements are often pictured as providing 
outlets for "new men" or "proto-intellectuals" but, as in the case 
of the wel.l..i.ngton ~t, this often cbscures the divisi.als and 
different pe.roeptioos of the colonial situaticn ancng those with 
education. 

'!be govemnent ' s response to Well.ingtalism was slow in devel­
oping because i.t was unable to collect evidence against Wellingt:.al. 
Regulations existed 'Which all~ magistrates to arrest or detain 
any person considered a danger to public peace. 'lhe problem, then, 
did not lay with the law but with Africans who refused to assist 
the cpve.mment. As we have seen, Wellingtalltes exclOOed all ncn­
menbers fran rreetings, so no first- hand aCOO\mts of his rreetings 
were easily obtained. Wellingtal was arrested several times for 
violating pass regulations, but since he was able to pay the small 
fines nonnally :inp:lsed for this violation, he sustained his crusade 
without being unduly i.Jrpeded. 

'!bat he never served a jail sentence enhanced his reputaticn 
arrcng his followers who reasooed the goveJ:IliiBlt had been forced 
to release wellington because his cause was just. Nevertheless, 
his follONe.rs might have reacted militantly if he had been jailed. 
At his trial at Qunt>u in early 1927, over ~ thousand Africans 51 
were in attendance; one walal'l described the effect of Wellington ' s 
appearance before the trial began. 

When h6 appeared above the hiH at th6 place where BaZCI8i 
Schoot stood, it was Zike a great army, people following 
him on horseback, on bicycles and on foot. Men and women 
waving fl.ags with 'Freedom' IAiritten an ovel' in EngUsh 
and 'Inkululeko' in Xhosa. So we aH went out to see 
this man. Be came to our schoolgrounds and h6 preached 
the liberation--that he was the one who had come to 
liberate the African people fl'Om oppression.52 

And when he was found guilty, the massive crowd outside the oourt­
roan wanted to release him i.mrediately. But Wellington, perllaps 
fearing the consequences, oounselled his follONers to accept the 
judgrrent and support his worl< in other ways. He had never preached 
overt rebellion against the govenment. A fundamental passivity 
characterized his rrovement. Although his nessage indicted European 
rule and raised expectations of inmi.nent change, he stqp!d short 
of demanding a frontal assault on European power. 
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Around the time of the Quatm trial, the ~t judged the 
situation to be getting out of hand. 1my hope that the novenent 
would lose its norrentum was baseless. Acoordingly, on March 1, 
1927, the goveJ:'I11rellt, using the powers of the recently enacted 
Native 1\dministration Act, officially banished Wellingt.oo fl:an the 
Transkei. Although he nade several attenpts to reenter the area, 
he was either turned <May or arrestea.53 However eJ<peetations 
of his imninent return did T¥:>t d.iJninish for a ni.Ilber of years. 
In 1930, W1en a plane made an energency landing at Ravenscroft, 
Tabankulu district, it had set down for only a short tine when it 
attracted a ~of several hundred Africans chanting "Airelika, 
Arrelika o II 54 

Iocal acininistrators received reports that Tsolo and Qmbu 
were going to be attacked and a nobile squadron and a fleet of 
airplanes were sent to the districts of Qunt>u, Tsolo and Mt. 
Fletcher ostensibly to awe Africans (and to reassure Europeans) • 
But the slnoi of force was rounter-productive since the appearance 
of airplanes validated wel.lingt.oo 's prophecy. An 1mglican miss­
iona.cy cx:mnented on the reaction of his cxmgregation. "Have we 
not see aeroplanes flying over us on each of the last boo Sundays? 
1md who can prove that they are not the ones predicted by Dr. 
Wellington?"55 

In spite of wellington's absence, his novenent in the Transkei 
remained strong for nany years. Splits did occur within the nove­
rrent because his work was carried on by disciples~ generally 
worked independently of each other. Paul Gulwa led groups around 
Tsolo and 1-bunt Fletcher wh::> organized the Umanyano (thl.ty) Church. 56 
Joel Bul.ana organized followers around Idut:ywa, while EQ..Iard Maqolo 
carried the Wellington nessage to Nqakal<:we. Individuals also appeared 
wh::> cla.ilred that they, too, were American emissaries fl:an Garvey. 
Ckle such IIBil was Mbijana, a Griqua, ~ took the alias of John M::i<ay 
and organized a following around Tsolo and Qurrbu. In early 1929 
his fol.lowe.rs grolt)ed together in eJ<peetation of the arrival of 
Al!erican airplanes. ~ several CX11Stables were sent out to arrest 
Mbijana, a clash ensued in which a black policeman, Hooooo, and 
several followers were killed.57 

After a few years the cadre of loyal Wellingtonites ~indled 
to no nore than a few thousand. Despite their millennial expectations 
subsiding over the years, they remained ardent followers of Garvey 
even after his death in 1941 and were CXI1Scious of his Pan-African 
ideals.58 In 1936, when Italian anni.es invaded Ethiopia, a small 
group began a march ~ the a:>ntinent to assist their African brothers, 
but were turned back by the authorities after a few hundred miles. 
Today the Unanyano church still waves the red; green and black 
banner of the llNIA at its services, but Garveyisrn itself is only 
a menocy anong older netbers. 
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well.ingt.oo carried on his career outside the Transkei although 
he never again aroused the mass enthusiasm he had created in the 
Transkei. He received a seve.re blow in mid-1927 when the twA de­
nounced his Transkei odyssey: "You are warned against an indi.vidual 
who calls hi.Jrself Dr. Wellington and claiJTs to represent us. ~ 
man is an :inp:>stor. "59 '!his did not daunt the irrepressible welling­
ton who inrrediately laid plans for can:ying on his crusade outside 
the Transkei. He l'IDVed for ~e to Edendale, Natal, where he 
oollected together his main disciples and instructed then to con­
tinue organizing inside the Transkei. He also established another 
school, the St. Booker Washingtcn Menorial Industrial Liberty OJllege 
1be governnent was less anxious for Wellington to remain active and, 
according to A.W.G. Olanpion, the ZUlu trade uniooist, it brought 
charges to deport Wellingtcn to 1\Deri.ca. Oump:ial cl.ailred that 
wel.lingtoo awealed to him to attest to his Zulu origins and the 
case was dl:opped. 60 

wellington nade several excursioos to Johannesburg and Bloem­
fontein but he eventually carried his pread'ling to the Ciskei. where 
he oontinued to organize American schools and Garvey chapters in 
Herschel district, Aliwal North, Queenstown, and King WillianB '1001. 61 
He eventually established a lnte base at 1Ylden, fran where he organ­
ized periodic rreet.in9s in the Kanga district so that he was able to 
preach to Transkeian fol.l.cMers just across the Kei River border. 

An interesting sidelight to his Ciskeian career was his atteltpt 
to oonvert two prophetic leaders, Enoch l-tj'iji.ma and Nonteta, to his 
cause in the late 1920's. In Nonteta's case, wellingtcn trekked to 
visit her in Pretoria, where the authorities had placed her in a men­
tal i.nstitutioo. Wellington 'NOll her favor as she too was a stroog 
advocate of African unity and she instJ:ucted her foll~ near King 
Williams '1001 to support him. 'lhey did so briefly, but eventually 
withdrew to organize their own church, the Cllurch of the Prq:hetess 
Nonteta.62 

wellingtcn' s initial relatioos with Enoch l-tj'ij i.ma were also 
quite oorclial. Wellington journeyed to Bul1hoek to lay a plaque 
on one of the mass graves of the Israelites who were massacred 
in 1921. He preached in the Israelite Tabernacle in Queenstown. 
li:Jwever, Wellington overstepped the bounds of pi:q?riety when he 
attenpted to draw Israelites away fran ~iji.ma' s fold. l-tj'iji.ma 
denounced him and fox:bade him to have further oontact with the 
I sraelites . 63 

wellington also organized periodic OJngresses in Queenstown 
and clained at one t:irre with his dlaracteristic hypel:bole that 
there were 25,000 menbers in his chapters . At ooe Congress, a 
black governor-general and cabinet were appointed. 'lhe cabinet 
inclu:1ed a unique portfolio, Minister of European Affairs. Nuterous 
resolutions were passed calling for repeal of the Land Act of 
1913 and demmdi.ng old age pensioos for Africans. cne resolution 
however, may have been worded tongue in cheek for it applauded 
"the decision of the Governrrent to errploy 3,000 native oonvicts 
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in the Transvaal for fazm work. It is well known that this privilege 
has hitherto been given only to white cxmvicts . "64 Wellington had 
the opportunity to ally with the African National congress. In the 
early 1930's, be rrade a trip to Cape Town to IOOet with James 'lhaele, 
the Cape .ANC leader and an enthusiastic supporter of Garvey. 65 Al­
though their ideas rray have been CXlll'patible, wellington balked at 
joining the ANC prd:>ably because he would have had to relinquish 
his independent stature . 

I have not been able to determine Well.ingtal' s ultirrate fate. 
Infonnants have placed him in Zululand, Durban, East Iondcn, Port 
Elizabeth and even Namibia. His fomer assistants cl.aimed ha dis­
appeared in the late 1930's after being arrested and possibly de­
ported to Arrerica . Sorte letters to his followers have survived 
and it would perhaps be fitting to close this discussicn of Welling­
ton's life with an extract from one of his letters written in 1937 
from Port Elizabeth for it sheds some light oo his frane of mind 
at that tirre • 

. .. no~ you should kno~ this, you should send some delegates 
so that they meet me at the beginning of January before the 
excursion tickets are finished. Come ~th all your books, 
~members and old ones. Send also immediately the joining 
fees and your monthly dues before you come . .• There is no more 
time for happiness. The country is in troubles. I'm not 
going to explain ..• I need you because of innumerable matters 
~hich are important and thoroughly serious. The time for 
happiness is over ... I'm not prepared to repeat your tack of 
interest in your matters, but you are going to feel sorry 
after a time if you don't come ••. Reply immediately so that 
I'm able to await you and also ~ that I know you are still 
~rking ... Send also some funds soon.66 

It would be unfair to end this discussion of Wellington's career 
on such a pessimistic note. IboTever, the letter cX>es provide a con­
trasting view to the portrait of Wellington as the devil-rray-care 
optimist. A final assessrrent of Wellington must be guarded until 
rrore inforrration is oollected on his life. Be is probably undeser­
ving of the opprobrium of one missiooary who labelled him "an un­
scrupulous adventurer", "a lx>gus leader", "a dangerous parasite", 
but neither is he yet a candidate for canonization into the ranks 
of African natiooalist saints. 

Whether Wellington was an opportunistic am-man or a flantloyant 
Garihaldian patriot is not a question of profound inp:>rt. But, his 
rrovenent should be given serious attentioo, not because of a:rry out­
standing accx:~~plishrrents or triutP15 (for there were few) or because 
of its extravagant millenial claims, but because it brought together 
many strands of rural African thought in the mid-1920's: the link­
ing of European Christianity and mission education with European 
rule, the atteupt to oonstruct altemative institutions for Africans, 
the desire to ove.rt:hrc:M European rule and to cxmtrol European wealth, 
the hostility taolards govemnent-inspired agricultural scherres, and 
the search for new inspirational leaders who oould offer innovative 
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answers and solutions for the traunatic changes \\hi.ch were taking 
place within African society. 

'lhe field researdl for this paper was carried out in 1973-74 
with the assistance of a Fulbright-Bays Fellowship. I wish 
to acknowledge the assistance of Dmlisani Ngewu, :Reuben Gulwa, 
and Mrs. Nolwazi VUtul.a with l1!i research. 
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