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Joel! 7'l/8on, By AOOrew Salkey. Bogle L 'ouverture Publicati.oos Ltd.,
Lord:m 1974 pp. 114

Joe!l 7'lf80>1 is a fictional recapitulation of an inportant
political event in Jamaica 's history: the expl1sia'l of Dr .
walter Pt:ldney fran the university of the West Irdies in Octot:er
of 1968.

R::dney, II Guyanese graiuate of the University of the West
Indies got his Ph.D . in 1966 fran LonX:a University. His first
teaching awointJrent ses at the university C01le;Je, Tanzania.
In 1968 he returnBd to the University of the West Indies, b.lt
in Octoter of that sate year Dr. IOmey was served with an exp..il­
sian order lit the airport '-bile retlJrni.ng fran a trip ab:oad. fie
was neither allowed to get off the plane nor talk to his wife, IX1I"
WlS he giVBl. MY valid rea9Crl for his diS':li.ssal . This arbitrary
act <Xl the part of the~t was the starting point of C3tplS
protest t¥ university students which 9XlI'l spread to the rest of
Ki.nqstal. alses and cars sere overtunlBd and b.lrnt, and stqJs
and ottEr bJil.dirqs ware snastEd and set en fire .

In the l"IOVe1, the llutrnr is very faithful to the historical
facts as ootl.ined aecce. The narrative starts with a l:Brq as Dr .
Buxton (1b:Iney1 is served Ioith his Pel"BOna ...,r. !1=to. papers aJ::oard
the plane. The se:x:n:l. chapter briefly descril:es Dr. Buxtal.'s polit­
ical views and his ~thies with the~ class. '!be Water
Qr.1nissioo 1oOdters, for ~le. sere threatening to strike if the
camu.ssion did rot. set up a trib.mal. 'l1le May Pen fi.ruren had al­
ready staged II biq OOraIstratiQ'l protesti.n:;i the delay of the prem­
ised tetter ..arlting conditicns. The Fire Brigade WJrk.ers were en
strike because tre Pri.Ire Hinister had just rejected their leqi.timate
overtiIrE back -pay ckaim, en ~ of all this, urE!!pJ.o:rtrent was stead­
ilyon the rise am so was the crirre rate . COrruption within the
raJ'"k and file of the~t was also t:ecani.n:J un!:earable. It
is this disenchant:r.Eot with the politic::al status quo that gives such
~lic significance eo Dr. Buxton's exp.U.sion. It also explains
W1y ere stu1ents wto marched cDWltoWl in protest found soc:h a ready
S}nP1thiscr in the ordinary folk on t1"e street.

M::lst of tm narrative deals with this daoonstration and the
~t's reaction to it . But Iootlile all this is going 00, the
three generations of the Tyson faTdly, Joey, Mr. and Mrs. Tyson,
and Gran'Pa and Gran 'Ma Tyson~ involved in the events . This
portrait of the Tyson fami ly and t1"e depiction of the surrounding
political eeoe are very ilrportant features of the narrative. I t
is throu:]h then t.hat lot' see !I:lw the things on tffi social and politi­
cal scale i n timately affect family life and family relationships.
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Througtout th! rJ.':lVe1 it is Mr . Tyson wh:l is ere rroutl':¢ece of the
autlDr. His death towards the end of the story i s, uerercre, an
awroPriate cli1Dax to a narrative that deaccibea a 9Xiety wuch
is rDt yet ready to accept his critici !lll and reforms. Joey ~80n

can be seen as a bitter a t:taek on the varices elments of Jcmai.can
life.

I t a t tadcs the university. In an early chapter we learn thro\.gh
a brief flashbadt that on the eve of Dr . Buxton ' s expulsion the Uni­
versity Chmoellor had been sumoned to a special cabinet rreetirg at
-..tri.ch he had been a 9ced to fire Dr. Buxton. In defenlinq his lect­
urer, the Chaooellor has 00 other corw::erns~ -the preservation
of the standards of academi c freecbn . - He pzts thi s on the s<Kl'le l ev ­
el as na tiooal interest and, in so ck:rl..rg, makes~ and the en­
tire university vu1nenIble to criticisn . In the e)l!s of the working
class, he i s rot better than the Governra'lt that he sets em. to criti­
cize . It is thi s kind of ivory tower rrentality that makes it very
difficult for the w:xrIdrg man to identify with the intellectual, even
a Dr. Buxton, as Mr. Tyson finds out wb:m he trie s to cnlVirPa his
fellow~ that "Dr . Buxton is the 1Orldn:] man' s f riend , tiE
friend of ere em.~-w:u:lo:, the f riend of the cDlon-an ' -out.-

N::tOOdy expresses this !Kepticisn better than Grar:pa 'ryeon, He
asserts that lIniversity s tuients were marching rDt for the poor people
b.1t for one of their OW"'L . He is amvinoed that the lIniversity student
is too f ar rem:wed fran what it really eeans to be poor to UIKierstand
it:

Iou can 't sU dc:1l.m i n a c14s8l'OC1rt1 or w l k i n a nwoch or hids
out in a t~t yard, and 8a!J y010l l4a7'rling abo" t poor P"Cple .
I"" got to bfI poor 1I0000 's eZf• . • I 01oI oan ' t I fl47'l'l BOmI1 mat tfll'8 .
I"" got to bl1 bo7'l'l i n it. t ou got to bl1 it 1I0000seZf. Learning
about i t i s another wy of put t i ng off the remedy. Ll1aPning
110t near G110lIgh to what pot/Grty is. what po~ice bJOlltali t y is.
what hung7'lJ be Hy i s. what the WIdlI7'I'I6ath of the gaJ'bage is.
And it dCIl'l ' t mean t hat you caII't 88f1 the thing and inr2gi1lB holJ
i t bit ing tho se it biting. ree, lJOU can illngi1lB it and you =>I

- lfl47'l'l abolIt it , and it avI make you "7'!J. and lJOu can write
about it and shout about it and td l thB wllolfl lo1idfI wrld about
i t . But you wiH take i t and III:IkB a toy and p14y fJCll"fIs t.ri.th it
i f /Iou come from outsidfl i t . That 's wllat I got 'gai M t them
8tlldent pllOpl e . Learni ng i8 110t el'lOlIgh . It got to be you it8eZf ••.
Lflarni ng ie somet hing diff8Nm t entirely.

To Miss D's questic:m of h:w this am be wten scee of the students cane
fran ordinary poor people themselves, te says of the thiversity,



-175-

tlla t Wliv /ll'/lity, that same plaoe lip there, ie a hauee of ccn­
fU.ei on ..• it o(m jUl1 ee IIIOre than it educatej it bafj'Ze Il101'8 th.vz
it ~lain .•. It /Wen tum pov8l'tll into eomething else, into
a et udll-o bject, i nto l10mBthing far, fal' alol::IlI frcm the etudlmt
and thB uni versity. So , if 1101.1 poor, it conven lIOU Iplick to
thinking t hat 110 1.1 rich, 01' that lIOU ehould be . Them sort of
It/ssans doing a lot of darlage Miss D.

This old man's insight steds light en tiE main tragedy of tiE
develc¢ng natiens. TIclr p:Uitica1, a:x:ial and ecorunic structure
i s in bad need of refODD. Often tines tiE peasantry, being tiE
hardest hit, is ready and waiting for this refODD, tut it needs
leadership, so it 1.0<:*. to tiE university stment to provide this
quidaJ\Qe. While t'E! i s still at scrooj , tiE University student stD.rs
signs of pnmise tut as 9Xn as te graduates, re forqets all ere
protest IIlaI'Ches and speecree re made and eeeeeces that saJIe~_
ien that t'E! hiId ao bitterly attacked as a st::u.ient. As Mr . Tyson
pctia it,

Afwl' thsy ~w, all that talk etI<Ip01'\7te, yCl.l 1aIOIol li.u
l"I:l:in !lIMn sun comB out. They joi n t he bif; bosses t hen, one
tiJow quick as scissor s . 1101; t hat they 1I0W1fJ and hot and
don 't got~ns, i t suit 1:""" style. Little kzwr is
big car, bif; house, big partll , bif; travel and bif; li f e .

'nle autlDr alao criticizes tre police for ttei.r m.justified
Ixutality against the very peqlle trey are &gX:lred to protect.
Lisa 0Cfllllains ab:lut the way ffir bou ~s had cece been mis­
takenly arrested by the police and I:::adly beaten. Her fatter was
rearly sI'Dt by ale p:Uiceman, also IIlistakenly. In their efforts
to disbard the marchers, cee policanan teargasses a student w.th
an aerosol canister ailtDd at tie student' s face and ned;.. Another
ale bUs on a defenseless \OlIlIn and rq;eated.ly beats lEr with
his batal. leaving tEr for dead. As Lisa says, "Tb:!se police cause
nore trouble than tmy prevent. · Mr . Tyson expresses very~
the autior' s sentifrents wren re says of the police:

ThoSB devils only bru talize pool' people , lJhen tMy patrol
i n stNngth, yCl.l /molJ gun 01' no gun. They're a bUlleh of
CC](,lards , most of t hlllll . TluJII only have b1'\7SS face and gun
play for poor ds ftms/lles s people . This same Wes t Ki ngs tcn
oan c.ar plsnty Iolitness to t hat, plsnty Iolitnese to Babylon
bl'l.ltality .

As for the Goverment, in a very rroving passage, Andrew
Salkey srows tDoi' stupid z:DlE of the peccte runni.ng tie country
could !:e. Tre Prl1!E Minister has just given an address to tre
natioo ccocemtm the cur-rent. events and he is aacing his cabinet
nHlbcrs for sane ccoecruceave criticis:n of his speech before te
addresses ere a ssarbly tre fol1cMing day.
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"So, Llhat's yOIl anaZys i a of !Mat I BGIlJ w l'light?" He threw
the questicn open.

"Ir'eU. let 's ese, " the first fnero. said. "1'010< 'lI' it. rightZJ/
slapped the blame f ol' eM die tul"bances and the d=age to
fJ1"OP6rt1l 071 the uniPfl'8i ty Jlla!'Chen. I liked yo...,. p~".
What loI<2B it, now?" he msitdted .

"Ths li t ter of des tructiol'l aI'Id looting_ 'I bs liBV8 I said, "
the Prine Minister befped,

"Ifl8 , t hat;'s it. You didn ' t talk about tile goV8rwrNl71 t ' s right
to ban B=t<:m, but. !Iou said, i f 1'1/1 not IIli8tak6'l'l. that . . . ..
He hesitated again.

"'AH t1'U8 Jal1Uicans loI'i Zl 8UppOl't the action of the govB1"I'Imen t
in ccmdemn.ing ths BVmts to day! " The Prilte Minister mdled.

"Sure , That ' 8 what you said . And that 's great. And yOll t<nwhed
on tlw faet tha t ths goVBl'n/Ilent has very substantial ev idence .•
Yet again, he teetteted,

'''7112 government has vezoy aubs tantiaZ justification f or banning
Dr . Bu:l:ton . '"

"Good. I10t evide nce . Justi fication. That's it. Nicel" phrased.
Vln'Y neat . "

Of course in a very subtle way this is erso a criticilill of the
Prine Minister himself wtD canmt cb better than this in sel.ecti.n:1
a cabi..net. As our foreflltrers put 'it, "Tell me with wtun }OU keep
g;npany alld I will tell yw ywr habits.·

Of f~-reachi.ngo:nsequenoes than this is the fact that
because of oorr\4'ti.cn, the Go\Ie:rmelt has all.o..e;1 f oreign powers
to rob the =try wittcut rais:ing as III.lCh as a firqer in protest.
As Mr.~ p::::1nts out, eiqhty-three CUlts cut of every dollar
earned fran the bauxite i.nr:IusUy goes to canada and fran b:Klrl9ll.
ni..nety-three CUlts. Ttd s. of COlrse. I<al1.d rot have been possible
if the goverment was rot a sell-out. To qccte Mr . Ty!u1. -For
canada to get that sort of lEnefit in the boo:) eejcr iJdJstri.es
we've got, it eeans a few palms ...ere well grea~. •

As bad as things may seem to 00, Joeil Ty80>'l is far fIOll being
a pessimistic JXJYe1 . Th:! b10cd that has been sted has &9:) in the
process watered a seed that i s bourrl to qenninate and grtM. ~
i s a vision of a better day yet; to <DIe . On the eve of his death,
Mr. Tys:>n prq:loosizes that;
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~ good days coming••• I jWl ' bIOI.! it. I think the govern­
.....,t bIOI.! it, too. Thsy gstting scared. Big ' f roid catching
them, yss. Whsn• .. young people start to m:::>ve 'm:::>ngst yol/.­
86'lves r.n:th OtW hsart, one lo ve and one mind, ~ht dor.m
at t hs bottom, it goi ng to bs the bigges' move thill COWitry
eve ,. see . "'um the poo,. and t he doIJncas' get up ae 0 1141 and
haul dol."" the papPlf-6hoLJ, it going be the end of 0lW sst 0 '
t hi ng8 and ths s tart 0 ' sorrrething nBlJ. I kN:N it !

Finally, I -..ould like to say that in teDns of e:llpClUJ'dinq tie
pili.Ucal and educational c:awiet..icns of Dr. walter ib:Jney, tie
aut1Dr has given tie rere a fitting eulogy even l::efore hi s death.

Joey Tyson has drlanaU<:: iJlpact. in both language and dialogue.
Tten! is also a gellBl! o f urqercy. Frcm tie very first plge tie
story IlOWS quidtly and with::ut pause ~ to tie very climax, Mr.
TysJn's death. TiE auth>r allows tie reader 00 ccecc relief .
Q'lEl can also sense tere an influence of cl.assl<:: trai..ni.n:J, for as
in Greek. dnRa, Ioe have tiE unity of aeticrI, place and time .
seee fran arotlEr perspective, cne a::JUJ.d call it a coe-ece play.
TiE !Min acUoo takes p1aae 00 wednealay, oct:oter 16. 'I'm events
of tl'e previous day and tie day afterwards can tlEn be~
as prolcque and epi1.cl9ue, respectively. Thi s view can be~
~~ tJ-e fact that tie first day covers a'Ily belve paqe:s
and tiE last day, six.

Tm lXNel is also brief . As if t'e were writing a play, Sa1key
has managed to say everything' in ro rmre than cne BlrDred and fc:ur­
teen pilges . Indeed this lx:dt can easily be adapted for prcd.x:tioo
al. tJ-e staqe.

What I CllmOt understand is tiE p:b1ister 's insistence tMt
.Joey Ty80n is a dlildren ' s n:wel. lInli.ke Salkey's otter children' s
oovels Drought and /Ii.ot , there i s very little tEre to interest a
}Om'Jster . In a IlO\I'el like Orwall 's AniMa; l FQ1'l'Il tie t.ectniqIJe of
allegory creates an elerentary level at whi<::h even a child can en­
joy and, in his 0..., way, understand tie events of tie story. This
is rot so bere , An~ wOO cares to this oovel expect:i.ng a dlil.dren' s
story will l.::e di~ted , but for one with a passioo for serious
i deas ~ll expressed in a sinple, direct style, Joey Tyson will
prove rewarding an;i satisfying.

Bedfl SS6nsaZo i8 a doctora l candidate i" C<.lmparativfI LiteNtW"e a t
UCLA.


