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AIWf ] HS NlffiER 

This issue of Ufahamu had been designed exclusively to carry 
articles on "The Role and Position of Wc:rren in cantenp:>rary Africa. " 
In other ~rds, we had neant it to be a special nunber oo ....anen in 
Africa. Unfortunately many of our indigenous Africanist oontril::ut­
ors fran whan we had specially solicited articles failed us at the 
last m:::rrent. We had hoped their researdl opinions would balance 
those of foreign Africanists and help to provide a balanced a:::noept 
on the subject of the African wanan today. 

However, by publishing the controversial views presented here 
atout the African wanan,-her social, econanic and political situat­
ion in conte:tporaxy Afria--w;! are providing our readers and other 
contributors the inoenti ve to continue this i.nportant discussioo in 
future Ufahamu nunbers br elsewhere. Eventually \..e will gather 
enough material to do a real special on African ....anen. 

We are pleased to present in the following pages, Ju:li. th Van 
Allen's and James L. Brain ' s socio-econanic and political critiques 
on the JX)sition of the rural and urban African wanan; Sally Rolinscn's 
brief but extrerrely inportant analysis on the role of wt:m:m towards 
Black liberation in White-ruled South Africa; and Margaret Jean Hay' s 
personal research notes which constitute a valuable researdl rretl"Kldol.ogy. 

Through these and other articles in this issue, sudl as those by 
1-tilamed A. El-Khawas on Anerican involvesrent in the fonrer Po~ 
African territories especially during Richard Nixon ' s presidency and 
Micah s . Tsarondo on a reassesSII'el1t of Pan-Africanisn as an ideological 
tool i n contarporaxy African develcprent, we continue to provide oo 
an on-going l:Bsis radical discussions to Africa's CCI'lta!p:>rary issues . 

- The Editors 

"Ufahamu" neans Understanding 
So reveal your 0\1!1 perception 
Of Africa's history unending; 
Pass it on to Ufaha:mu today 
To enlighten a J::ewildered world tarorrow. 

j . n.a. 
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OOIJUI\Rf 

Ufahamu announces with a deep sense of loss the sudden 
death of an Africanist politician, Henry B. M. Clli.penbere. 
Mr. Clli.pE!Ili>ere died at the age of 45 en Sept.eni:ler 24 in los ADJeles 
after a brief illness. We rens1ber him as a progressive African 
politician ..nose refusal to t:a-1 Dr. Kamzu Banda's egotistical 
and pro-South African political steps resulted in his flee:inq his 
oountry, Malawi (formerly Nyasaland) in 1964. We also recall with 
pride that Clli.pE!Ili>ere' s first plblic ac:xnmt of the crisis in 
Dr. Banda' s govemment was carried in Ufahamu Vol. 1, Nuni:ler 2, 
Fall 1970, under the title Mal,awi in Crisis: 'L964 . 'lhis article, 
which ccnstitutes an indict:nent of a renegade African "goverment 
which has ~ tunU.ng to plaoes like South Africa and [the then] 
Portuguese oontrolled M:>zani:>ique for protection,·~ remains ooe of 
Clli.penbere' s finest and a bedrodt of his pol tical ideology. 

Mr. Otip=nbere was educated in Malawi, at Rhodesia's 
GoratalZ.i. School, and at Fort Hare University, South Africa 
where he received his B.A. in politics and history. After his 
graduation fran FOft Hare in 1954, he entered the Malawi political 
scene where his roles included being a tre'li:)er of the Legislative 
Council, representative of the Nyasaland African Congress, General 
Treasurer of the Malawi Congress party, Minister of IDeal Govern­
ment and later, Minister of Education. 

In 1964, Mr. Clli.penbere fled into exile fol.lcwi.Ir:J his dis­
agreement with Dr. Banda over goverrmmt policy. He cane to the 
United States and received an M.A. degree at UCIA in 1966. 'lllen 
be retumed to Tanzania to teadl. at Kivukoni Col.lege. 

Until his death, Mr. Qri.perrbere was a history candidate in 
ptiJ..osc:ply at o:IA and professor of African history at Califoxnia 
State University, los Angeles. 

Ufahamu laments the untinely death of this illustrious African 
whose guiding light, bright and intense, burned out rather too 
quidtly. We extend our ~thies to his wife, Catherine, his 
eight children and other meui:lers of his fanily. 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

$ 
HENRY B.M. OiiPF.MBERE FUND 

$ 

$ FollCM.ing the death of Henry B.M. Chipeml::ere in Los Angeles oo 
septeml:er 24, 1975, a fund has been established in his honor to help 

$ his distressed fCinily of eight children am his wife. Ufahamu aweals 
to Africanists and readers the world over to ~ the Chipeml:ere 

$ Fund. Contril::utions should be sent directiy to the Henry B.M. Chipeml:ere 
Fund, c/o African Studies Center, University of California, Los Angeles, 

$ California 90024. However, if any of our .readers wishes to make a 
oont.ril::m.ion through Ufahamu~ \<le will be g-lad to fOIWard it to the 

$ right quarters. 

$ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ $ 

# # # # # # # # # i # .• i # * * # ~ # i # * # * # # # * # • # • t • * * • * 
• 
# 

u:rnifM.IJ Vol. VI #2 will be discussing "'lbe Fine Arts in Contenp:>raxy 
# Africa. " Articles will be dealing with the nature and functioo of the 

arts tcMards Society l::ui.lding and social awareness . 
# 

Vol. VI #3 will be dealing with "Religion versus Political and 
# Eoonanic Develq;nent in Africa. " This provocative number is designed 

tcMards a critical evaluation of what religion has oontriblted in the 
# develq;nent or, otherwise, i.mpoverlshrrent of Sub-Saharan Africa. 

# A special number of Ufahamu will be issued in rrem::>ry of the late 
Henry B.M. Chi.pembere. This nunber will be distriblted cy special 

# request. We urge oontribltions fran those 'WOO knew Chipembere \<lell 
and fran students of Malawi-south Africa relations. 

# 

# # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # # I # # # # # 


