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by 

Janes L. Brain 

In this paper I am taking up a position which is cx:ntraJ:y to 
that adopted by many of l1!i own pxni'P.SSion. For many years I have 
acoepted the dicta of the ant:hrop:>l.ogical sages regarding the po­
siticn of wcmen generally, but find na.i that the qualns I had at 
first have been revived by the efforts of the fEIIIini.st IOCIII'el'lellt. 
For instance, for sare tine ncM I have been at pains to try to 
avoid the use of the word "girl" when I nean "wcman" . It seE!11S 
to ue extrao.rdinaJ:y that those anthropologists who attacked ,ru te 
settlers in Africa or white southe.t:ners in this oamtry for calling 
uen of African origin "boy" en the groo.nds that it showed an under­
lying psydlological perception of them ~ not achllt should not have 
observed that they did the very sam::! thi.rq in referring to wcmen 
~ "girls" . As a gross excmple of the kind of thinki.ng to which 
I refer I quote fxan the -work of a very distinguished anthropologist 
for \Ob:m I have an enoillDlS respect in other weys, the late E. E. 
Evans-Pritchard. In his essay entitled •'!be Positicn of WCmen in 
Primitive Societies am in Our OWn" (1955/65) he writes, 

We observe, for exampZe, that in some societies women 
crC11;)7, in the presence of their husbands or that peopZe 
never eat in the presence of the other sex, but if we 
were to take these as sigru~, as we wouZd be incZined 
to do, of abject femaZe subservience o:r of a reZation­
ship of extreme reserve, or even of hostiZity between 
the sexes, we wouZd drCl1;) entireZy wrong concZusions. l 

His point is that we cannot catpare other societies directly with 
oor own for they have other ide~ of what is or is not IlOIIIlal. I 
agree with the principle, but at the sarre tine feel that in practice 
the result is in the sane categol:y of thought ~ that which labels 
wcmen "girls" . Take for instance the folla.ri..ng quotation fran 
Notes and Queries on AnthropoZogy, the bible of the social anthrt:r 
pologist: 

('lhese) entaiZ difference in status and civic rights . . . 
in the access to positions of power and inf7,udnce, in 
weaZth, and aZso in occupation and habitual, modes of 
Ziving, in apparel, and the right to use certain orna-
ments.2 . 

* I am grateful to Syracuse university and the Ford Foondaticn for 
the fell.aolship which allOiOed me to carry rut the research which 
led to this paper. 
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I have reiiDIII9d the first words of the sentence to illustrate hal 
appropriate this passage wool.d be to describe the oonditial of 
waxen in IOOSt societies. In fact the missing words am "Social 
classeS". If we were describing :rel.atioos between groups of men 
and fOUI'd that ooe group of men had to crcl!rl or were not al 1 cwed 
to eat in the presence of the other, or auy oonsumed the food 
that the other group left over, then at cnoe we should assme that 
they were of a nw:kedly lcwer status than the other group. illy 
then do we not assme this to be the case when describing the 
relations between men and~? It is instmctive to note that 
in Beals and Hoi.jer' s Introduction to Anthropology. an excellent 
and widely used intl:Odlx:t:oxy text which thousands of students 
llllSt have used, we find the stat:.em:nt that " ••• in ~~a~t societies , 
nonliterate or ot:hezwise, the difference in status of men and 
waxen are relatively slight" .3 

A s.imilar situaticn arp>ars wben the i.nsti.tut.ial of bride­
wealth is discussed. Aqain let 1:12 use Evans- Pritdumi as my 
exeaplar. He writes, "For ex.cmple, that paynent for a bride ocn­
stitutes a sale is r01 reoogni.zed to be a gross distorticn of the 
facts. n4 And it is true that I always Eqlhasi.ze the saae when 
teaching in class, but I have to aCbi.t to scme misgivings when we 
care to the three sets of rights aa:JUimd l:7j men and their families 
011er: waien l:7j the pa:yuent of bridewealth: Rights in pel'8onam 
{sexual and danestic exclusive rights)J in :rem (as a piece of~ 
perty against which offences can be ocmnitted) i and in genetzoioem 
{011& the offsprinq). It is the seocnl ooe which I always have 
difficulty in E!llplaining aRrj. 'A'aJ examinati.c:n of owrt :teWLds 
in Tanzania will shew that a very large pxtlpOrti.al of the cases 
which cx:me to owrt am of adult&y. Ckl the cne hand I ar;:plad 
the fact that rarely if ever is adult&y gxourxis for clivcroei but 
it is grounds for cx:up::usatial to the husband in that saneme has , 
in effect, used his pxoperty. were we to hear of wc:aen tak:ing 
s.imilar cases against their husbands then the idea that bridewealth 
OOes not cx:mxrt:e the notial of sale wool.d cany IIICJre wei~. 

I do not wish to bel atxv this point too llllCh, nor my own ~ 
fession, but let 1:12 cnoe nore qoote fran Evans- Pritchard to expteSS 
the cx:uplaoent attitude adopted l:7j us. He ootes that lade has 
shown that the positial of ~ ClllCI19 the Crow was "far fran un­
favourable" and that "scx:ially, the wauen enjoyed a good deal of 
freecbn", and goes en to tell us that even a waaan antbropol.og:is, 
Phyllis Kaben:y, has shown that ClllCI19 the Australian aborigines 
wanen "take an interest in all social activities and often actively 
participate in them" .s 'lhe key words to 1:12 seem to be "far fran 
unfavourable", "a good deal of fteedcm" and "often actively par­
ticipate" • Clltural :rel.ati vi.sm is all very well, but carried to 
its logical cx:nclusicos it always seeas to 1:12 to justify Russian 
persecuticn of Jews or c:ross-buming en lams in the south, since 
it is after all part of the culture . 
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In 1966 I read a paper at the University of Dar es Salaam 
an the position of wcmm on goverrurent set:t:l..euent sdlares whidl 
aroused a gzeat deal of controversy cm:11g my African oolleagues. 
'nlat paper fontl3 Il1Jd1 of the s\bstance of this ooe, but r01 I 
wish to ad:l to my theme which was at that tiJre that wcmm en these 
seneres were incalculably worse off than in the traditicnal so­
ciety. It is henoe expaOOed to suggest that there has been a 
steady c:"bm-g.rading of the pasitien of wcmm in many African so­
cieties since the beginning of the oolcnial era. 'lhis idea was 
suggested to me in the special issue of the Canadian Journa't of 
African studies (Vol. 6, No. 2, l.q72) am especially in the vezy 
interesting article by JUdith Van Allen en the S1bject of Igbo 
wcmm. van Allen points out that traditicnally Igbo wcm:m were 
very independent and had a n\.llber of instituticns which ensumd 
this, incluiing oollective action knc:Mn as "sitting en a man•, but 
that this situatien was ignored by the British oolarl.al officers , 
inbued as they were by the values of Victorian society (and, I 
would add, of "pwlic school" IOOrality) . so today the positien 
of Igbo wcnen is, she clairrs, poorer than it was in the last cen­
tury . 'nlis has led here am elsewhere to what the editor of this 
special issue of the Canadian Journal., Audrey Wipper, descril:les as 
a "kind of coalition between westem and African men about what 
their z:oles should be. It 6 

'lhe questien of wcmm' s status relative to their participatioo 
in the means of productien has recenUy been ooosidered in depth 
by Peggy S. Sanday (1973, 1982-1700), reviewing the woDcs of de Bea 
voir, Marx, Engels, D'Andrade, Murdoc:K, and :&tber and :&tber, CIIIOl9 
others. She·too calSiders the case of the Igbo WCII&l, am usinq 
the OOservati.ons of levine am Ottenbe.rg cx:mes to a very different 
oonc:lusion fran that of Van Allen. She points out that prior to th 
oolonial pericxi Igbo wcmm were necessarily s\"bservi.ent because 
(a) men were engaged in warfare am (b) men oontz:olled the prestige 
crop - yans. With the oaning of peaceful ocnditicns wcm3!n adopted 
cassava, a <::r:q> despised by .men. It rapidly achieved an eoaxmic 
:inp:>rtanoe lll.lCh greater than that of yans so that wcm3!n were able 
to achieve a vastly enhanced status through this and through tradin 
activities. She quotes otteOOe.rg to the effect that, "Once a wcman 
becx:mes self-supporting in this wey, she can sey, in the words of a 
elderly AfiJqx> wanan, ·~at is man? I have my om mooey. ••7 

'lhis does not necessarily oontradict Van Allen's oonclusicns. 
Sanday herself shows that arong the Sanali the wcm:m' s oontributioo 
to subsistence is high yet their status very lew. ~at seems more 
i.Irq;x>rtant is that wcnen should (a) produce sanething whd.c:h has a 
value outside mere subsistence, and (b) be organized in groops , as 
in the case with the Yoruba wanen whan she cites as hav:i.ng pemaps 
the highest status of arrt wcmm in Africa because of their trading 
and trade guilds. ~at ooe would like to .lalc:M further fran Van All 
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is precisely when the wanen 1 s associaticns of which whe speaks 
started. were they not perllaps in r'!pl.d grarth after the be­
ginning of oolari.al cxnditicns whidt then as rapidly withered 
under the influences she describes?* 

'lhat wt'I'IB1 in Igbo society have a potentially better eocnani.c 
positicn than that of wt'I'IB1 in many East African societies is prd:>­
ably true, but eoonanic positicn alooe, while inportant, is not 
the sole factor in detennininq the status of "WCI!el. An int:.eresting 
point ooted by Sa'Qday, and also E!Jihasized in a recent article by 
Goody and Budtl.eyB, is that where ooe fiOOs pl.oogh agriculture uen 
always predcminate in agricultural ...ct.ivities. In Africa, this is 
cnly true of the M;!diterranean and a fet~ other areas. Elsewhere we 
fi.rd hoe agriculture and a general predcminance of WCIIBl in food 
production. 

we have seen fl:an the Igbo exaaple that where wt'I'IB1 have been 
able to extend their tradi.ticnal role of food producers to produc:i.ng 
food for sale they have been able to inprove their eoonanic status. 
'!be only parallel in East Africa is that of the activity of beel:­
brewing. 1his was always a wanen 1 s task and ocntinues to be, with 
the result that where it is now produced CXJllllerCially wcmm have 
adlieved a remarlcable eoonanic inp:t'OIIelllmt of their positicn, to 
the extent that researdl in I<atpala and Dar es Salaam in the 1950s 
~ that about ooe third of the mal estate was amed by wcmm. 9 
El..se\tlhere in Tanzania WCIIBl still tern to provide the gzeater per­
centage of labor in food producticn as was the case in the past in 
the con:liticns of sd:lsistenoe agriculture. Today, hcwever, a totally 
rew factor has entei:ed the situaticn in that, except in envil:al­
rrentally poor areas, an eocnany has developed in sore ways analogous 
to peasant agriculture elsewhere in the world. 'lhis inplles not 
cnly that IrCJSt of the food ocnsmed is produced but that sane CJ:qlS 
are sold. 

In the united States and Europe the CJ:qlS sold are OCIIIIally 
food crops, but in Africa, except where there are major w:ban cen­
ters, there is little point in grcwi.niJ food for sale since every­
me else is gra.ring his cwn food too. 'lhus, cash crops such as 
cottal, coffee, ni:ber, tOOacoo, ooooa, etc., have tended to be, 
in the main, necessarily CJ:qlS for export to the industrialized, 
oon-tropi.cal oountries. Withoot excepticn the major ocntrol of 
such crops has been taken by nen. 'lhis has tended to increase the 
arrount of labor el!peCted of wanen, sinoe they are now involved in 
producing food crops in addition to helping their nenfollt in the 
production of cash crops. It is true that nen pni>ably help wt'I'IB1 

in food production to a greater extent than might have been the 
case in the past, but the total anount of labor needed is ~Y 
greater than it used to be. 

*Van Allen observes that (a) the Afikpo Igbo represent a special 
case and (b) the associaticns have been in existence for a lcnq 
time . 
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'lhe ooalition between western and African m:m to which A1xb:ey 
Wifper refers, and which I have me: .'.J.ooed, has not, I think, been 
CCilScious, but this does not lessen its reality. z.bst Eurcpean 
men sezying in Africa tend to envy African m:m for their 11llCh rore 
overt position of daninanoe, their ability to take several wives, 
and their ability to divoroe than witho.rt: too :nuch difficulty. 
'Ibis CXJVert e:rwy has undo.Jbtedly led to sarethi.ng of a feec:l:>adc 
effect in tenm of reinforcing an already existing inequality. 
'lhe Victorian and "public school" values which ertPla5ized male 
5UpJ:eiTICICy, taking their cue fran the perceived positicn of female 
inferiority, led to an ~valuat;'Xl of the status of African 
wanen. In effect they have tended to be alm::st totally ignored -
a situatim which has ccntinued into the indepeidence era in spite 
of the fact that nationalist parties, i.ubued with the spirit of 
western dem:x:rac:y, have enfranchised wanen. During the oolcnial 
era, a further push in the directicn of male supremacy was given 
by the activities of missicnaries \rtlo themelves were the p:roduct 
of the Victorian pericxl, and who thought of wa:nen as being good 
wives and rrothers (as was indeed the case in the social classes 
fran which they sprang) • 'Ibis attitude has been absorl:led by African 
church elders, and it is surely significant that the ovexwhelming 
majority of African political leaders are p:roducts of mission 
education. Not cnly did Cllristian missionaries enCX~Urage the 
housewifely virtues thou;tlt to be proper in Eurqle, but they also 
undemri.ned the strength of traditicnal wanen' s gro\.l)S, as Van 
Allen d:>serves in the case of the Igboi since nBeti.ngs of such 
groups were labelled as "pagan rites" • 0 

To surmarize then, it is evident that in the pre-colcnial 
period African wanen predaninated in agricultural activities, 
sud!. activities being directed tcward s'li:>sistenoe agriculture. 
'lhey also had, in sane areas at least, institutionalized group 
activities which gave them strength as a groop. In sane cases 
this relatively good positicn was enhanced by actual political 
offioe. carol P. lk>ffer shows that this was true to a very large 
extent in Sierra ~1 and I have persalCll experience of three 
wanen chiefs in pre-in~ Tanzania who were no mere fi~ 
heeds, but who have ro~ disappeared fran the political scene . 
Due to the attitOOe.s of the oolcnial offioers during the colcnial 
period and the introducticn of cash crops, the ccntrol of which 
fell largely into male hands, the traditicnal positicn of wanen 
in African society has been eroded exoept where waren have been 
able to expand on sore previoos activity and take it into the 
CCII'IIErcial 5Plere, and where they have well-established insti­
tutionalized groups. 

'lhe people amr::nJ whan I was world.ng in 1965-66, the Lu;Juru 
and Kutu of eastern Tanzania (see Biede.lman 1967) are two of the 
matrilineal peoples of that area. 'lhe Luguru, as their nane 
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inFlies, live in high IIDUiltains which are ext:nmlly inaccessible 
and the Kutu live in the plains at the eastem foot of the 
notmtains. '1he Kutu have been sd:>ject to many outside influences 
whereaS the IAlguru have been relatively und.i.stw::bed in their 
notmtains. Land is extl:a!el.y plentiful in the plains and nest 
Kutu WCilEll are able to cultivate small fields separate fran 
those oonsidered to be the fanily fields. A1lalq the !Alguru, 
alnvst uniquely in this part of Africa, wanen possess similar 
rights in land to those of the men, so that arr:1 married CXIUple 
has at least four pieoes of land, ooe each fran their maternal 
uncles and one fran the fathers' sub-clan. '1hls system has led 
to division and sub-division, so that land is very frcqoented 
and in short suwly. But no ooe in Uluguru goes hllil<Jl:y I for 
it is possible to grcM sare kind of food CJ:q?S at arr:1 time of 
the year. 

Another very unusual feature of IAlguru society is that the 
-waren choose the leader of the aut.alcm:J.ls political unit, the 
sub-clan, which is the land-holding groop laying claim to a 
particular tract of land, and whose claim to the land is vali­
dated in a I~¥Stical ~ by the presence of the ancestral graves . 
Not only do they choose this man, but it is said that they can, 
if dissatisfied, depose hlm, though cases of this are very rare. 
Ha.ever, as in other similar c:ircmstances, the idea that it can 
be done is often as illportant as its executi.cn. Since they prac­
tice matrilineal descent the wcman gets custody of the dlildz:en 
in the event of a divorce, the q:p::lSite of what takes plaoe in 
patrilineal societies which p:red:lllinate in Tanzania. Pel:haps 
being secure in their rights to their offspri.nq coupled with 
having ~· rights in land leads to a max:ked degree of outspa­
keness am::.ng the wcmm not al~ found in other societies. In 
ccntrast, when I carried out a two week visit to the Ngcn:i people 
in southern Tanzania, a patrilineal people related to the ZUlu, 
r fouoo D¥self enbarrassed by what seemed to ne to be exaggerated 
respect sh.<Ml to ne by wcmm of all ages, after being aocustcmed 
to the lll1lCh nnre free-and-easy attitude of the IAlguru and Kutu 
waren. 

U!St it should be thought that the positicn of wcmm in 
Luguru and Kutu society was idyllic, ha.ever, it is neaessacy 
to note that they have cne of the IOOSt elaborate and lenqthy rites 
of passage for girls at pWerty.l2 At her first menstruaticn a 
girl was incarcerated in a ~ hut and kept there lying on 
a shortened bed until her caning oot cerem::ny, which is usually 
<Xncanitant with her marriage. Today it is hard to SCJ!j hew lcng 
a girl :remains inside since it is generally assmei that the 
government has banned the custan. waren whan I interviewed 
clained to have been inside for two to three years, and in the 
1930s it was reex>roed that many were kept inside for up to six 
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years. '1he ostensible purpose of the rite was to make the young 
wcman as fat as possible and as pale colored as possible, both 
CCilSidered maiks of beauty in this area. In syubolic tel:JJs it 
is obvious that the rite is a ritual representatien of rebirth -
the dal:Kened roc:uv'walt>, the fetal positien en the bed- and at 
the erd the debutante is apparently rebom of man, for she 
appears carried en the shoulders of a man, naked, or nearly so, 
her eyes closed, shimnying, and waving a fly switch (the cord?) • 

I find i t int:eresti.ng that in 11¥ field joornal I noted at 
the time as an aside to xeysel.f, "Is this not pemap; a means of 
keeping waoon in their place?" '!he notien that nen erwy waoon 
their ability to bear c:hlldren and hence wish to gjmJ]ate re­
birth of initiates by nen rather than wmen has been CXIIIIented 
en extensively by Bett.el.heim.l3 In effect the great secret im­
parted to nen at nx::et of their initiatien oexaocnies is that tbeJ:e 
i s no secret, and that therefore they IIIJSt pretend to have a 
great secret analogous to the secret of birth in wcmen. P~ 
thetically it is of interest to cbserve that this :wguru and Kutu 
seclusion of waoon, known as the m.Ja'Li rite, has been IOOdified 
in the rocdem cities to the detriment of wanen. \flat ~ 
is that, because it is i.npractical to seclude a maiden for a 
period of IIO'lths or years , she is shut up at her first tmnSt.ru­
ation and a marriage arranged :innediately. 'lhus girls of 13-14 
are getting married, though this is rON illegal, whereas tra­
diticnally, however nuc:h as cne might deplm:e the custan of 
shutting a person up for a loog period, it did have the effect 
of reroving a wanan f ran potential IOOtheJ::hood until she was about 
16 or 17. As I know fran painful perscnal observatien, a m.mi:ler 
of young waren in this area die gi vi.ng birth to their first child. 

Shortly after i.ndepelx1enoe {OeoeJlber 1961) it was decided in 
Tanzania to try to establish villages and a nU!ber of pilot ~ 
j ects were planned. I t might be thought bizarre that a cnmtry 
like Tanzania should plah to have villages. Surely, cne might 
think, people alJ:eady live in villages. In fact this is not so. 
Except f or a minority of peoples, nx::et rural Tanzanians lived in 
small haresteads based on an extended family situatien, or a 
lineage group. It was felt that, in the words of Julius K. 
Nyerere, the president (1962) : 

Before we can bring any of t he benefits of roodern 
deve'Lopment to the farmers of Tanganyika, t he very 
first step is to make it possib'Le f or them to start 
'Living in vi'L'Lage cormrunities. 

Unless this slv:luld be Ckxle, he said: 
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We shaZ.Z. not be able to use tractors; we shall not 
be able to build Jwspitals~ or have clean drinking 
water; it will be quite impossible to start small 
village industries~ and instead we shall have to 
go on depending on the town for all our requirements~ 
and even if we had a plentiful suppZy of electric 
power we sJwuZd never be abZe to connect it up to 
each isoZated Jwmestead. 

cne might <mJUe that, with the exoeptioo of the electric siJ[t)lies, 
nale of these points is necessarily valid, but it shoold be :re­
neti:lered that at the tiJie of this speech Tanzania still relied 
heavily oo expatriate advi.soiS. '1his was particularly true of 
the village settlement aqea:;y, l!bidl was alm::Bt entirely staffed 
by fox:uer British col.ari.al civil servants. '1hese men were halest, 
~ and syupatheti.c to Tanzania' s develc:pxent, but, 
because of their backgzo.md, totally incapable of grasping what 
Nyerere had in mind when he talked about Ujamaa~ which has been 
translated a9 African SOcialism but neans in reality saJEthing 
like "fCIIIi.lyness". Today Nyerem and othel:s have visited China 
and have realized that large-scale capital investment in tractors 
and so oo is not necessary to effect rural transfm:mati.al. But, 
at that tiJie the expatriate planners fran the west were still in 
charge and the sett.l.aient schemes reflected their ideas. 

~ of the village settlements were designed to have 250 men 
and their wives, but in the case of B!.iaki.ra Chini, where I worlted, 
there were ally to be 80 because of the CIIOOUilt of available land. 
Parenthetically ooe might cbserve that it wa9 synpt:aDati.c of the 
attitudes of the planners that they felt that this sdle!le could 
cnly take 80 fam.i.lies because of the acreage available. A fox:uer 
Getman freehold fcu:m was purchased fran the widow of the amer and 
used as it was. Outside the boundaries of the fcu:m the land ext:exx1s 
virtually unoocupied and in bush for about twenty miles. Ukutu is 
one of the f&J areas of Tanzania where alm::Bt unlimited fertile 
land is still madil.y d:ltained. So it \<IOUld have been perfectly 
easy, especially in independent Tanzania, to have cbtained all the 
land needed for 250 fcmrilies, but this possibility did not seem to 
cx:x:ur to the plannexs. 

Part of the intentioo of the sc:hene Wa9 to teopt the Luguru 
dam fran their ~ hills to where it \<IOUld be possible 
for them to practice larger scale famrl.ng and hence cbtain, hope­
fully, a higher standard of living. Actually, because of local 
political pressures which regarded the scheme a9 a fonn of poli­
tical pat.rcnage for disposing of trowlesane pecple, half of the 
settlers CCIIIe fran sl.ll:ZOOilding Ukutu. 'lbe tatptatioo to attadt 
the planners is alrocst ovenolhelminq. I IIDJSt point out the suprE!IIe 
irony that wherea9 in Tanzania generally, a9 I have already d:lserved, 



-48-

there are no villages, in Ukutu there are. 'lhat it mi<jlt have 
been possible to develq> the existing viable, kin-based, estab­
lished villages did not seem to be a possibility that anyooe ever 
entertained. Instead, what the planners called a village was laid 
out in a gridinn pattern, ead1 house occupying a ooe acre l ot, 
the final result being rather rrore like a Lcng Isl and subw:b than 
what one would elsewhere recognize as a village. 

'lhe villages were to be run by a manager and his staff -
an a.cx::lOUntant, clerk, storeman, tractor drivers, truck and Land­
rover drivers, a dispenser, etc. - sare sixteen in all . And, 
like the Marxian state, there was a vague notion that sanehow 
they would wither aN<r:f after an indefinite period of years when 
the settlers would be- respoosible for their am futures. '!be 
entire capital oost of the sc:hem:!, and this was to incllXle the 
salaries of all the staff, was to be charged to the settlers, who, 
it was hoped, would be able to pay this off sanehow over the follcwing 
twenty years or so. In the meantime, the staff lived in a totally 
different lifestyle fran the settlers, and elaborate hoosing for 
them was plarmed. As a result a rigid social stratification rapidly 
developed to the extent that at one scheme near Lake Victoria which 
I visited the settlers called the staff the WakoZoni - the col.ari.­
alists; and, at ~Makira Cll.ini the area inhcbited by the staff was 
known as Uzunguni - the El.1xqlean area, tho~ in both cases the 
staff was African. 

Initially the idea had been that all worlc would be dcoe col­
lectively, but the spirit of the settlers was so poor in IOClSt places 
that the land was divided into individual plots. At Bwakira Orini. 
a <XIlpranise solution was reached by dividing the settlers into 
teams of five, that is , ten people including the wives. ~ there 
was a prior unifying bond of kinship or affinity this worlced fairly 
well, but where there was no such bond quarrels developed and the 
land came to be divided individually. Settlers joining the scheme 
had to be nerbers of the TJ\NU (Tanzania African Natiooal Unicn) , and 
were said to be chosen for their good fanning qualities. 

It was a oooditian of joining that each man should cxme ac­
<XIlpailied by a wife. In the event, it was fo.md that 23 of the 80 
men came with CCiliiDl-la.~ wives, in sare cases leaving their legal 
wives in the hills to retain rights in the land there . '!here is 
little dowt that many of the settlers and their wanen, whether 
legally married or not, were initially attracted to the scheme by 
the bait of free issues of food and by the idea that tractors woo.ld 
be doing the cultivation. '!he planners had hoped that both wanen 
and men would do an eight hour day in the fields every day - quite 
possible, of course, but far rrore than IIDSt had been accustaned to 
ooing, and added to the load of caring for small children, fetching 
water fran a stream anywhere up to 3/4 of a mile a~~, canying hare 
firewood, pounding com, and oocldng, a staggering burden. 
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In local law, if a couple should divorce, the proceeds of 
acy crq> that they had grown together would be divided up between 
them, but in the case of a oouple living together no sudl guarantee 
\<~Culd be there for the wanan. \'lien I observed this I discussed 
it with the settlers, who i.nmediately saw the point and suggested 
that a .rule be passed ensuring that if a wanan left her man at the 
em of the year she should be entitled to a share of the proceeds. 
I brou:jlt up this point in my paper delivered at the \miversity, 
read before an audience c:ntp:)Sed largely of faculty meubers and 
senior civil servants. '!he discussant, who unfortunately c:nUd 
not be there but had read the paper and sent a prepared set of 
remn:ks, was the Carmissioner for camunity Develcpoont, a depart­
ment of the gOV'el:tlll1e11t allegedly devoted, am:mg other things, to 
inproving the position of wanen. 'Ihe position of the cannissiooer 
was sarewhat anbivalent. On the ooe hand, he claimed that nnst 
people would act deoentiy and split the proceeds anyway(though the 
settiers thought not) • On the other hand, he took a m::n:e brutal 
attitude, noting that: 

ViZZage SettZement makes it cZear that onZy ZegaZ wives 
shouZd accompany their settZer husbands. Those not 
ZegaZZy rrr:z.rried, who accompany men, do so at their own 
risk, and I see no reason why such women shouZd cZaim 
part of men's income. 

It was synptanatic of the gulf which presently exists between the 
peasants and the ruling elite (in spite of the rhetoric of egali­
tarianism) that in the discussion whidl follCMed 1'llai1:Y of the listeners 
acp:eed with this point oo the grounds that the wanen cxnoemed were 
"good-tilre girls", and therefore nerited no cxnsideratian. It was 
pointed out that the e.l.errent of "good time" involved en a settlemmt 
scheme of this nature is thin iiXIeed, but the point was not taken. 

Even in the cases of legal spouses it seemed to me that there 
was a danger that wanen might not get a very ~ deal oo a 
scheme CXJil)ared to the situation foum in the traditiooal society. 
While it was true, as the Camri.ssiooer observed, that there should 
be little basic difference between a man receivin:J his cash for crq;s 
sold to a CX>Operative outside the sdlesre or to the cooperative ar­
ganizatioo inside it, at the same time it did seem to rre to be qua­
litatively different. 

To present a parallel to the situaticn descr:.ibed, Hortense 
Powdennaker writing about the urban scene oo the CqJpel:belt notes 
that: 

• • • there is no precedent for the new situation in 
which a wife is compZeteZy dependent on her husband 
who controZs aZZ the econorrric resources . l4 
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Whereas in Kutu am I.uguru society wanen have very CCilSiderable 
rights in land which remain unaffected by matrinaly, the govern­
ment settlerent sc::he!re prcwi.ded wanen with no rights whatsoever. 
It was as though they did not exist except as a piece of equip­
ment that each male settler had to bring with him. Under the 
legislation which then existed, all rights in the land were vested 
in the husband and, as a oorol.lazy, all p.rooeeds were handed over 
to him. It was theoretically possible for a wamn to retain her 
rights in land outside the schane, but for nost Luguru wanen this 
wcW.d have been inpractical for two reasons. First, it wool.d have 
been extremely difficult for them to journey to and fran the sc::he!re 
to their fields up in the distant roountains, and if they were not 
there then they faced the danger of forfeiting the land under tra­
ditional tenure rules. Secald, it would rot be possible for them 
to hire labor to cultivate the fields in the hills since hi.rinJ is 
not part of the ll.lguru schare of things. One cannot hire kinsmen, 
and virtually eveeyooe in the hills is kin. It would be quite un­
thinkable to bring in outsiders, even if they were wil.lin:] to go 
to such out-of-the-way places. It is true that other Luguru do 
saretimes ootain and work land in other areas of Uluguru, ·but this 
is by payment of a tribute in the follll of grain to the head of the 
sub-clan, for the benefit of the sub-clan. 'lhis tribute is quite 
different fran hiring labor. 

For Kutu waren sare cx:xrpranise might have been possible , since 
the hiring of labor was cx:mrcnplace in Ukutu for 1x>th men and wanen, 
and a businesslike wanan CXAll.d and did supervise land not too far 
fran the schane. Ib1ever, if the schane had develql€11 as intended 
there would have been little time for any other than schare pursuits. 

At Bwakira Chini during the first year of operation this situ­
ation had only just begun to dawn en the wanen. A few of the rrore 
ct>servant c.nes were beginning to grurble as the cultivatic.n seasoo 
wore on, but they had not reached the stage of outright revolt reached 
on aoe schane in the south of Tanzania called Ki.n;Jurungundw. I 
was asked to vis.it this scheme early in 1966 with a gover.rm:mt officer 
since there had been reports that wanen were refusing to worl< and the 
local agricultural extension officer, himself a Chagga ( a strongly 
patrilineal society), had suggested that the reason lay in the fact 
that the local people (Yao, Makonde, r.wera and Makua) were matri­
lineal, and that therefore the men did not have prq;ler authority over 
their wives. I fOI.Dld out that this was not the case. '!be wanen were 
bitterly disgruntled to fin:l that they were incatparably worse off 
than they had been before joining the schare, \\ben they had their am 
cashew nut orchards and other crops, apart fran the land worked jointly 
with their husbands . I pointed out in II¥ report to· the gover.rm:mt that 
if I had been a wanan on the schare, I would have led the revol t . 
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'lhis brings up a further point. We have seen that in Uluguru 
and Ukutu '1\QreJl. did have rights in land, though in the case of 
Uluguru this land was used mainly for food production. Elsewhere 
in Tanzania and in Africa generally it can be. fOI.D'ld that even 
though '1\QreJl. have no rights in land other than to use the land 
assigned to than by their husbands' groups, they do, as Beattie 
d:>serves, "hold small annmts of persalal and darestic property 
in their own rights", property whi.dl often allcws them to cDtain 
a certain ano.mt of private podcet UOleY. 'lbere is a parallel to 
the .American fcmn family where the wife kept the cash obtained 
fran the sale of eggs or other smaller it:Em3 as her persooal per­
quisite. Generally, since the beginning of the cash eoc:'IICII1Y, 
African wanen have always been able to cDtain similar arrcunts of 
persooal pocket rocney fran the sale of eggs, vegetables, roots 
for rredici.nes, bananas, to rrention jU9t a fet~. 'lhis situatial 
was also true of Uluguru and Ukutu. 

In his book 'l'he Preindustrial- City, Sjoberg ocntrasts the 
situatioo of '1\QreJl. in the traditional rural societies with that 
of wanen in the towns and notes that the fonner "have and had 
greater freedan and less differentiatial by sex than in the town. nlS 
I entirely agree with his a::nclusioos. Also, I feel that this was 
true as \<oel.l of the settiarent sdleme vis-a-vi.s the traditional 
society. 'lbe p:td::>lem of the oount:J:y \<ICillal'l going to the city and 
suffering fran the perplexing p:td::>lem of hai to oocqJy the ti11e 
whi.dl she had previoosly filled by a nultiplicity of chores was 
certainly not a1e of the prd:>lems of the waoen oo the sdleme. 'lhe 
other prd:>lem whi.dl vexes the rural \<ICillal'l accx:mpanying her husband 
to the town was certainly there. She not only had far less free­
dan, but was also depr.i. Ved of the opportunity of making art:I kind 
of persooa1 pocket IIO'leY .16 'lhe ally solutioo to this may be what 
Southall d:>served to be the case in Kanpal.a, where 

il-l-icit brMng and various forms of prostitution 
rrrzy provide the onl-y economic opportunities arJail-­
abl-e to the totJn woman to fiU the vacuum l-eft by 
the l-oss of her rural- tasks. 11 

'Ibis was discussed with the male settlers who very rapidly 
grasped the point, and therefore I anduct:ed a survey of 75 of 
them with the follaring :result*: 

Consider that a proportion of the l-and on the 
scheme shoul.d be the wife's property - 5 

Think that the women shoul-d harJe a cooperative 
fiel-d with the proceeds of the harvest going 
to them - 3 

* These were not suggested answers between whi.dl they had to choose, 
but volWlteered responses. 
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Think that the government should issue some 
order on the subject 

Consider that there is no need for any speciaZ 

--4 

arrangement - 8 

Consider that the wife shouZd receive ZO% of 
the profits as her own personal- property 
separate from joint household income -- 57 

1\mCng the 76% who thooght that the waren should have 10% of 
the profits were sare of the older aoo. nnre traditiooal. men. '!hose 
who qJted for a cooperative field were not able to suggest when 
the ~ might find time to cultivate it, aiXl. those who felt there 
was no need for aey special arrangerent were basir¥3 their opinioo.s 
on what they called Christian principles, i.e. the notion that man 
aiXl. wife are one flesh and therefore the man would be bound to give 
his wife her fair share. <l>servations of suwosecUy Ouistian coun­
tries around the world do not, cne would think, lead cne to such an 
optimistic cx:nclusion. Leaving this apart, haolever, cne wo.lld think 
that it is significant that 89% of all the men recognized that a 
prcblem did exist. '!his view was in maxked cx:ntrast to those of 
the senior civil servants aoo. faculty men'bers who attended the seninar 
at the university. 'lhe proposal that waren might be entitled to 
any fixed share of a man 1 s inc::x:ma filled t:lu;m with horror. In the 
words of the camrissiooer for camuni.ty Develcprent: 

Might not some new ruZes set up by the authorities 
cause discontent among the people because they bring 
to the forefront problems which they would not have 
thought so important? Women may demand their new 
rights and this would disrupt the rel-ationship 
between husbands and wives . 

'lbere was a clear in"plication in the discussion which followed that 
even raising the issue with the settlers CXlrlStituted what in other 
cxmtexts might be temed dangerous agitation. 

Another aspect of the 'WOreD 1 s role CXl such sche:res raised during 
the seminar with totally negative results was oansideratian of the 
relative availability of men aiXl. waren for work. In all the planning 
for the settlement schemes the in"plicit ass\ml)tion was made that a 
man and his wife equalled two working units which coo.ld produce the 
sarre labor on the farm. It might be argued that in many s:il!ple 
societies waren carried out the majority of the agricultural tasks 
while the men were ccnoerned with hunting, herding, or defenoe, aiXl. 
that therefore it would be reasonable to expect that waren might be 
nme product.i ve units than men in this rew situation. What this 
argunent neglects to oansider however is that the atDID'lt of labor 
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requil:ed for solely slbsistenc:e agriculture, \tohl.le still high, 
is very small ooopared to that needed to produoe both food and 
cash crops. If ale is t.h.inJtin;J in tems of an eight hour \ol'OlXing 
day, 'Which is \<bat the planners .redtcned en for both partners, 
then it woold seem rrme reasooable to assure that a wcman (espe­
cially if she is caring for a small child) should ally ooont as 
a half unit, unless sane prov.isicn is 1liOOe to reduce her tasks. 
'lbe logical result of try:i.n;J to make wanen and nen equal in fann 
tasks can ally be seen on an Israeli ldl:lbutz, where all the burden 
of ocxidng, child-reari..ng and feeding is removed fran the root:her. 
'lbe noticn of oentral feeding woold pxd:lably be too radical to 
CXDSider at this jura.ure, but it certainly \<Qlld not be inpossible 
to arrange for sane kind of day-rrursecy fer pre-sdlool age children. 
At the tinE when I presented lfiJ original paper, I 1liOOe the sur 
gestion that the day nursery might c::xxlOeivably be :run by the wives 
of the staff, of whan I was very critical. Not cnly did the staff 
fOllll a superior social class, definable in tems of life-style, 
clothing, housing and so en, but their spouses, who in many cases 
were~ mistresses, lived a life ally cxmparable to that of 
the ool.onial wives - spending their days in gossip, \<bile a small 
porticn of the day was taken up with cleaning and CXlddng, but even 
this was usually delle by servants. It said a lot far the lmni.lity 
of the settlers' wives that ale rarely heard fran them any overt 
criticism of this situaticn, possibly because the realizaticn that 
these s~or rrorta1s were to be suwort.ed by them had not sunk 
llc:lre. I cxmnented at the seminar that the scheme bore a maiked 
resatblanoe to a feu:lal manor, with the manager as the squire, his 
staff the !Xbly bom, not soiling their hands with manual toil, 
their wives idling Clllla¥ the hours \tohl.le the peasants sweated in 
the fields. 

'Ibis cxmnent aroused .i.Imediate hostility both fran the camri..s­
siooer and fran the audience. 'lbe feelings are well represented 
by the camri.ssioner's written cxmnents 'Which are interesting far 
their divergence fran the announced policies of the governnent. 
He said: 

Why 'Limit the deve'Lopment of a group of peop'Le who 
have Pis en a bit above the others? Shou'Ld everyone 
stay a'Long with everyone e'Lse without trying to better 
herse'Lf? Is it improper to take aare of onese'Lf, in­
dividua'L'Ly, first? This in turn wi'L'L he'Lp the com­
munity. 

Let us cx.ntrast this for one natent with Nyerexe's view of villages. 
He writes that: 

A nation of suah vi'L'Lage aorrmunities wou'Ld be a so­
aia'List nation. For the essentia'L e'Lement in them 
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wouZd be equaZity of aZZ members of the community, 
and the members' seZf-government in aZZ matters 
which concerned onZy their own affairs. For a 
reaZZy sociaZist viZZage wouZd eZect its own 
officiaZs and they wouZd remain equaZ members 
with the others~ subject aZways to the wishes 
of the peopZe.lts 

As a cx:ntrast to the situaticn an the goverrmmt sdlemes I 
visited a village in the south which was one of a group of eleven 
based entirely en local initiative and receiving no assistance. 
Here I found exactly \~bat Nyerere piq?OSE!d and the results in 
productivity and general ~ were startl.inqly different 
fl:an the staff-managed schere. Wc:men were allowed to go to the 
fields at eight (whereas the men went at seven) and the 'WCilEil 

left at noon to retum to their danestic tasks, it being expli­
citly reoognized that da!estic worlt is just as nudl worlt as aey 
other kind, and that it was just as inp:>rtant to the effective 
running of the village. One point which did surprise Ire and 
which seemed tone to cx:ntain the possible seeds of dispute, 
though it was based an true equality, was the idea that every­
one should reoei ve a;rua1 shares of the year' s prooeeds, men and 
\>iCirell alike. Vbile this is fair in the01:y, in fact it might 
lead to the man clai.mi.ng that his wife has reoei ved the hoose­
keeping nmey and has no further need of suwort fl:an him. If 
there were central feeding the situation would, of cx::m:se, be 
quite di.fferent. 

Another feature of the settlement schere which showed a dis­
regard for \>ICirell 1s rights was the question of inheritance. In 
Tanzanian traditional societies \>iCirell rarely own land, but in 
patrilineal societies the wanan is allocated land to use. Shoold 
her husband die she can either take advantage of the levirate, 
by which one of her deceased husband ' s brothers will take her 
over as one of his wives so that she would cx:ntinue to use the 
sare land, or she can opt to return to her own people. If she 
does this there are bolo prcbable opticns. She can many again 
or she can remain there and recieve land allocated by the elders 
of her father's group. In I.u;Juru soc:iety, as we have seen, 
wanen actually have rights in land tmaffected by marriage, so 
that if a wanan divorces her husband or beaxres a widow, her 
positicn is little changed in an ecalCI!lic sense. 

'!he govermrent scheme, presumably basing its planning an the 
partilineal notion that waren are given land by their husbands, 
made no provision for them at all. Under the then legislation 
a man had to naninate an heir to the land. Precisely who this 
might be was rather fuzzy, but it was generally pres\llred that it 
would be the settler's san or sans. A survey ccrlducted ata1g the 
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settlers :revealed great oalfusian an this point. No provisia1 
was made for the wife. In the traditialal society this WCA1l.d 
rot be a matter of great m::ment, as we have seen, aid partic­
ularly is this true of the Luguru and Kutu, the fonner having 
inalienable rights to land in the hills. However, these rights 
are oontingent upcn occupation and use, aid aey laid not utilized 
will ultimately :revert to the cx:.tmal pool to be redistributed 
by the slb-clan head. In the present situation of acute land 
shortage a person who !lOVeS aNa!.f pennanently is likely to for­
feit aey dlanoe of retaining land in the hills. Sooe Luguru 
do manage to :retain their foothold in the hills in spite of 
living CJNi!r:f in t.c:Mn, but they oo so by :returning hare for a 
portion of eadl year. For settlers engaged in full-time agri­
culture this \rould hardly be practical, as the demands becx:me 
ever oo:re insistent. For mm this prd:>le:n mi.ght be solved to 
a oertain extent by the st.ralg bond whidl exists between a man 
and his maternal uncle, the one holding aid using the laid a1 
behalf of the other. For 'W'Cilen it may rot be quite so si.nple. 
'!here is a pattel:n of late divoroe in Luguru society whidl often 
:results in a wanan going to live with her son in late mi.ddle age. 
If, however, her san is living on a settlement sdleme as the 
p:resunptive heir of his father, what then will hawen to the 
IOOther? 

During the year in whidl I was resident on the sdleme b.'O 
settlers died (both of tetanus - the goverrmmt oonsidered it 
\roul.d be pal'll)ering people too raudl. to give protective shots) , 
and in neither case was there a son of sufficient age to take 
over the land. It was therefore assl.llled that the wife would 
leave the sdleue and :return to her family. '!he idea that she 
might \rork the land alone, or even oo:re radically, recruit a 
man as the mm were expected to :recrui. t 'W'Cilen, was not enter­
tained. In fact, in the secald case, the wanan was only allowed 
to remain on the sdleue because a brother of her deceased husband 
took over both the land and the wiCbl. It is, however, quite 
easy to imagine a situation in whidl a wiCbl might be pushed off 
the scherre, in whidl she herself had no rights whatever, aid sent 
back to her hare area where, because of long absence, she would 
find it difficult to sustain a claim to land for her subsistenoe. 

'!he :response of the, Ccmnissioner for camn.mi.ty Develcprent 
(whidl was heartily endorsed by the audienoe) was thus: 

Why does a woman on a Settlement need any more safe­
guards than her counterpart who is not on a settle­
ment? . . . Are there safeguards for wives of farmers 
in other countries? If women consider that they are 
not getting their full rights, they, themselves, will 
quickly demand them, as the suffrag~ttes demanded the 
vote in England. 
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I hqJe that it has been made clear up to this point that this 
piece of metoric was as barren as the rights of the waren on 
the ground. 

Partially as a result of the research CCI'lducted by a Syracuse 
University team, in which I was a participant, it was found out 
that the government policies toward sett.lanent in Tanzania changed 
totally. IMakira Orini is now one of many Ujcm~aa Villages. 'lhe 
managerial staff disaweared altogether and when I visited briefly 
in the sl.lllltV:'!r of 1971 the settlers had just f0llll3d a camti.ttee 
which was passing :resolutions which bore a max:ked reserrblanoe to 
those passed in the first DOnths of the Fall of 1965. It is very 
hard to d:rt:ain infonnati.cn about the Ujanma Villages. In a reoent 
report it was clairred that since 1967 aver 2 million people have 
noved into them,l9 but the degree of success is hard to estimate. 
A small booklet produced by the Political Science Depart:mmt at 
the Dar es Salaan University cx:ntains essays by various people, 
most of them critical of details of organizaticn, but sore adulatozy. 
Newspaper reports oontinue to speak gl<:Mingly of the progress, but 
so far as I have seen nothing yet i.s said about wanen per se. '!here 
are reports about priroaJ:y schools, dispensaries, clean water supplies, 
but not:hing about the position of waren. 'lhe i.nplicit assmptioo 
seers to be that by enfranchising waren at the t..iJre of self-govern­
ment, waren were thus in one stroke made not marely the political 
but also the ec:onanic equals of rren. If this i s not the case then, 
presumably' they will speak up. 

'lhe status of waren in Tanzania generally was cx:nsidered by 
Marjorie J. M:>ilinyi in an article in the special issue of the 
Canadian Journa.Z of African Studies. She notes the male cx:ntrol 
of cash crops, the increasing labor demands on the wife, the system 
by which a wanan traditionally d:ltained sore podcet m::ney, and she 
goes on: 

Up to the present time, if a husband died or if they 
were divorced, the wife had no basic rights to the 
house, Zand, or househoZd properties, other t han the 
cooking pots, not even to her chiZdren. She was a 
perpetuaZ 'rrrinor ', ZegaZZy dependent on her husband, 
father, or other maZe kinsfoZk .20 . 

Ha.;ever, she notes that in the traditional society the wanan' s in­
terests were protected in many weys. '!he posi tion of wcmen has , 
she tells us , been under active oonsi deration by the government 
and the Marriage Contract Law is an att.enpt to equalize the po­
sition of the sexes. '!he JroSt important provisions of this la.~ 
are: 

Z) ~e wif e 's right to ownership over aZZ properties 
she has acquired before or during t he ma:r>riage . 
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2) The provision of inheritanae for a widow. 

3) The reguZarization of divorce procedure through 
the institution of ConciZiatory Boards. 

4) The provision for the maintenanae of divorced 
wives. 

5) The wife's permission, to be registered in court, 
before a husband is aZZowed to marry an additionaZ 
wife . 

6) The establishment of minimum ages for marriage: 
ZB years for men and Z5 for women. 

7) The free consent of both parties to the marriage . 21 

M:>iJ.:in,yi is excited aboot the Ujamaa Villages, 'Which she says, 
"involved collective production in agriculture and in certain areas, 
collective residence as well. "22 Whether the provisicns of the 
Marriage COOtract Law will indeed make a great difference to the 
position of waren is yet to be seen, but at least one must aJ:l>laud 
the effort of the Tanzanian govenuoent to inprove the situation. 
M:>ilinyi OOsel:ves that there was nudl oppositim to .the new l.arl 
both in the press and in Parlicurent, and she makes the sane point 
that is na:1e by Audrey Wipper when she oonsidem the attacks by 
African nen m the use of western clothes and OOSI!etics by African 
wcm:m when she notes that: 

UnderZying the mini-skirt debate is a simiZar 
negativism towards educated and economicaZZy 
independent women who represent a threat to the 
status quo. 23 

so far the vast mass of rural Tanzania waren have n:mained 
inarticulate. It is just possible that greater involvement in 
decision-making in the Ujamaa Villages will make them nnre vocal, 
though it has to be c:x:noeded that experience on Israeli kibbutzim 
does not lead one to such an optimistic c:x:nclusion. 



-

-58-

1. E. E. Evans-Pritchard, The Position of Women in Primitive 
Societies and Other Essays (!Dndon, 1965) , p. 41. 

2. '!be Royal Anthropological Institute, Notes and Queries on 
Anthropology~ Sixth Edition (!Dnckn, 1960) , p. 93. 

3. Ralth L. Beals and Han:y Hoijer, An Introduotion to Anthro­
pology~ Fourth Editioo (New York, 1971), p . 373. 

4. Evans- Prichard, op. cit.~ p. 42. 

5. Ibid. ~ p. 43. 

6. Audrey Wipper, Editor and Cootributor to Canadian Journal of 
Afrioan Studies~ Special Issue: African Wcrten, Vol. 6 , No. 2, 
1972, p . 145. 

7. Ottenberg, 1959, quoted by Peggy R. Sanday in "Towards a 
'lheocy of the Status of Waren", Amerioan Anthropologist, 
Vol. 75, No. 5, 1973, p. 215. 

8. Jack Goody and Joan Blx:kley, "Inheritance and Wcrten's Labour 
in Africa", Afrioa, Vol. XLIII, No. 2, 1973, pp. 108-9. 

9. Aidan Southall, Editor and Introduction, Social Change in 
Modern Afrioa (I.on<X>n, New York, 1961) , p. 51. See also 
J . A .• K. Ieslie, A Survey of Dar es Salaam (Ulndcn, New York, 
1963). 

10. Ju:lith Van Allen, "Sitting en a Man: Col.ati.alism and the Lost 
Political Institutioos of Igbo Wc:men", Canadian Journal of 
Afrioan Studies, Vol. 6, No. 2, 1972, p . 171. 

11. Carol P . Hoffer, "Man:3e and 5herP>ro Wcrten in High Office", 
Canadian Journal of Afrioan Studies, op. cit . , R?· 151-64. 

12. T.C. Beidelman, The Matrilineal Peoples of Eastern Tanaania 
Ethnograthic Survey of Africa Series (I.cn::lon, 1967). See also 
Anna vol WaldcM, "M!iali CUstan: Uza.ram::> TransfODDatioo", 
(Dar es Salaam, 1935) • 

13. Bruoo Bettelheim, Symbolio WOI.Uids (Glencoe, 1954) , p . 170. 

14. Hortense P<Mdennaker, Coppertoum: Changing Afrioa (New York, 
1962) , p. 203. 



-59-

15. Gideoo Sjc:Derg, The Preindustrial, City Past and Present 
(Glencoe, 1960), p. 170. 

16. Dan Mct::all, "Tr..:le and the a::>le of a Wife in a Modern West 
African Town", in Aidan Southall, Editor, Social, Change 
in Modern Africa~ op. cit.~ p. 286. 

17. Southall, op. cit. ~ p . 50. 

18 . Julius K. Nyerere, Sociatism and RuraL DeveLopment (Dares 
Salaan, Goven'I!Ent printer, 1967)' p. 18. 

19. Africa Digest, Vol. XX, No. 6, Deoeuber 1973, p. 133. 

20. Marjorie J. M:li.linyi, "'!he Status of~ in Tanzania" 
Canadian Journal, of African Studies~ Vol. 6, No. 2, 1972, 
p. 374. 

21. Ibid.~ p. 376. 

22. Ibid. 

23 . Ibid. 

* * * * * 

JAMES L. iJRAIN teaches Anthropol.ogy at State University Cottege 
New Patta~ New York. He has done eztenaive research in East 
Africa1particutar7,y in Tanzania. 


