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A REE'ORI' 

A 'WOlXing Cmferenoe on Soutrern Africa WlS reld in Madiscn, 
Wiscoosin, October ll-13. i11e African Activist Associatioo was re­
presented at this Olnferenoe cy Gloria Waite, through tre financial 
assistance of tre OCIA university Religious Center and tre Olnference 
organizers. 

The Conference was fOIJ!Ed to outline matters of interest for 
natiooal coordination of resources and energy. Participants f:z:an 38 
liberation suwort; groups in l!merica and Canada met in di.sc:ussioo 
sections and WOJ:Xslx:ps to cx:nsider tre current si. tuatioo in Southem 
Africa and l!merica' s increasi..ng involvement trere. Small infODDal. 
groups also met with representatives of various literation m::weaents. 
Tactics used by organizations in support of lil::eratioo ~rt \IOik 
were shal:ed in tre WOJ:kshqls, and discussion centered oo major issues 
enooontered in local organizational WOJ:X. 

Fran tre WOJ:k dooe in tre w:n::kshqls tre following acti vi. ties 
were agreed upc:m as hav:i.n;J high priority IBJI.liring national coordin­
ation in tre CXEi.ng year: 1) A OCI'lS\m!r ):x)ycDtt of unioo Carbine, 
tre largest U. S. oorporatioo in Zjmt:eb.P; 2) a natiooal canpaign to 
stop u.s. intervention in Ar¥JC>la; 3) a natiooal "hot line" using a 
regi.ooal phale relay for critical hard news and action-oriented news 
for which the traditiooal suwart ne\15 sooroes are not adequate. It 
was also reoogni.zed that trere is a lot of warlt that can be dale oo 
a local level to furt:rer tre struggle, and several groups volmteered 
to be responsible for initiating w:n::k an specific issues, with tre aim 
of disseminating this \IOik to the otrer groups. 

In the CXEi.ng W!eks a steering ocmni.ttee, fonred fran aoor¥3' tre groups 
that attended, will take respoosiJility for facilitating the warlt planned 
for the oani.ng year and calling the next oonferenoe. 

At tre time of making rer report to tre M, tre representative to 
the Conference W.ll cpm ~ the possi.lility of the AM relping with 
the w:>J:k nquired for organizing the I::Dyoott, and tre possibility of MA 
acting as a WOJ:ki.ng group to investigate and disseminate a study of the 
structure and control of the u.s. media, with a view to support groups 
gaining access to these news sources. i11e AM is strategically located 
for trese tasks, as trere is no other support group in Los Angeles, and 
because tre South African goveznment is usinq L.A. as a testing ground 
for much of its propaganda. i11e AM was cx:noeived to cx:noentrate oo 
the issues rega.rdin;J Soutrern Africa, and it is not too late for it to 
order its affairs in keeping with tre needs of today. We oatplain al::out 
being a tool of "neooolooial stulies," and we sho.lld be WOJ:ki.ng to cnmter 
this influence. We may not be able to do this through the traditiooal 
classroc:.ms, but we can do this thralgh tre MA. 
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LOBBYISTS FOR TIE BLACK (.AJl)E: 

AFro-AMERICANS AND AFRICANS * 

by 

A. J. Williarrs-Myers 

It is a historical fact that wherever the African is found he 
has maintained a distinct cultural identity. l Al~ in 1006t 
\>~eStern oountries the· African has been relegated to the fringes 
of society - as a peri:£ileral or marginal man - he has nevertheless 
acknONledged his historical role in the develq;mmt of that parti­
cular society. 'lbe African in Africa accepts his ccntinual historical 
residency en that continent as a fact, and exerts efforts to rid 
his society of the last vestiges of a lethargic oolcnialism. Yet, 
no matter where this African may be found, he is i:'.Wcire of others 
like himself, and out of the need for self- fulfillment and 
enlight:erment, he readles out to them . . By doing this he reestab­
lishes the historical ethos of l.D'lity which is the essence of his 
Blackness. 

'!his historical ethos of black l.D'lity was the pr.ime ingredient 
that led Heru:y Sylvester-Williarrs to launch what becaxre the 
"First Pan-African Conference of the World"2roore than a half 
century ago . . '!his ccnference, and subsequent ones, led by such noted 
Pan-Africanists as W.E.B. DuBois,3 Marcus Garvey,4 Kwame Nkrunah,s 
and C.L. R. Jamas6 had as its main topic the OCII'plete };hysical, 
intellectual, and psydlological liberaticn of q;pressed black 
people arourxl the world. It was an indisputable fact that so long 
as cne black man remained subjugated and q;pressed by an ethno­
cenctric white J.XIl?ulaticn, the entire black J.XIl?ulation thl:ou;hoot 
the world suffered fran this same philosoFhy of ethnocentricty. 
Today, Africans the world over are even more aware of this, and 
throogh black l.D'lity they are beginning to make positive assaults 
on the out-dated belief in white superiority. W:lerever blacks 
are found, they are becaning ld::byists for the black cause. 

*'lhis paper was originally read at the 7th Armual Ccnferenoe of the 
African Heritage Studies Associaticn, April 3- 6, 1975, in Washington 
D. C. It was presented as an ar.peal to black ccnsciaJSness. 
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'!his unified assault oo this out-dated belief that has so 
engulfed the western world takes fom in many different ways. 
Last year the world witnessed the defeat of weatern iJ!Ferialism 
in the Portuguese territories of Southem Africa. Po~al' s 
so-called Chnstianiaing mission cm:ng her African waztds of 
Guinea-Bissau, !ok>zarbique, am Angola was brooght to an abrupt 
halt by our black brothers and sisters within the forces of 
PAIOO, FREI.JM>, MPIA, FDU>., and WITA. B Prior to this time, 
black mri.ty in the United Natioos, with ooncborative efforts 
oo the part of Representative Charles Diggs's House SUb-cxmnittee 
on Africa, am Owasu Sadaukai Is AISC, were iltp:>rtant factors 
leading to the eventual adni.ssioo of the l..iberatioo rravements 
with Observer status in that world body. M:>re recent efforts oo 
the part of the Ccng:ressiooal Black caucus, in alliance with 
the Organizatioo of African Unity, in a:nfrmting the Fo:rd 
Adninistration and Congress (Senate) over ~rq:riate naninations 
are relevant here. 'llle naninatioo of the fo:Il!IS!l' lmi:lassador to 
Orile, Nathaniel Davis, to be Assistant secretary of State for 
African Affairs is a ~ in point and an ex.c~~ple of the directioo 
this assault is takinq. 'lhese and a nurber of othersl0 qualify 
for what is meant by ld:lbying for the Black cause by Afro­
Americans am Africans . Together, Afro-Americans and Africans 
CCilStitute the most effective ld:lby for the total am \D'lcxnli.tiooal 
global liberatioo of Africans. 

Duri.nq my most reoent trip to Africa (1973-1974) , it beccma 
quite evident that the African in Africa- at least in the Southem, 
Central, and Eastern parts whid!. I visited- was making a tJ:ellend::>us 
hecw:'lway as ld:lbyist. Lusaka in Zarbia has becnne the cross-roads 
of the 'lhird World. 'lhe 1'll0\lellellt of couriers, natiooalist leaders , 
freedan fighters , and inevitably, the iJ!Ferialist spies. 'Ihis 
part of Africa has becnne the political arena of the world, and 
the African as ld:lbyist or negotiator has perfcmned supemly. 
'!he assault oo western iJ!Ferialism in Southern Africa, and its 
eventual defeat by the forces of f:reedan, demcl'lstrates the extent 
of s\liXeSs that is possible through the Black ethos of mri.ty. 

It was most refreshing to have been able to talk with sane 
of these ld:lbyists. In many ways our cx:nversatioos had the 
tendency to fill a void within re . My discussioos with CCmrade 
Gl.lli:x>, Infonnatioo Officer for ZM10 in Lusaka, was most revealing 
as to the Black ethos. ZANU' s efforts in North-eastern Zilrbabwe 
has proved favorable and advantageous to the f:reedan fighters in 
CCI!i>ining their military role with that of politicizing the indi­
genous people in the cn.mtcyside. 'lbeir ability to roove into 
Zi.nt>abwe undetected by security forces was c:'lependen!; upon both 
ZANU and FREI.JM> mri.ting their military cperatioos.ll 

To sit and listen to an MPIA official (knc:Mn ooly to re as 
Gadapo, and who had been in am out of Angola oo many military 
carcpaigns) reoount his exploits within that 00\D'lb:y was over­
whelming. en many occasions he and his a:mpatriots WCA.lld have 
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to carey their tools of liberation on their backs for weeks before 
arriving at the d>jective; and there was the inevitable return 
trip, when hunger tore at their insides, but they had been trained 
to avoid attacking enef1¥ positions for sinply the sake of destruct­
ion. 'lhey had enoountered and destroyed their d:>jective, and J'lOo1 

the ultirrate aim was to return to base safely . What was heart­
wanni.ng in the final analysis was to hear Gadapo' s praise for 
President l<aunda for allCMing .MPIA to use Zant>ia as a plaoe of 
refuge for its weary warriors.12 In the Eastem Province of 
Zant>ia, not veey far fran the z.t:>zanbique border, the deteJ::minaticn 
and cxmnitment of the young FRE:I.JM) soldiers never ceased to 
amaze ne. Here were young m:m and wcrren eager and willing to 
cross into the home Zand and strike a blaN for freedan. Many 
of than were aware of the fact that there existed the possibility 
that they woold never live to see the unfolding of the rew state, 
but they were cxmnitted to insuring that those who were to follo.r 
them 'WOUld. Again, it was refreshing to know that the idea of a 
ld:byi.st was not s:inply limited to bridging the gap between 
Africans and Afro-Americans, but that also within each group the 
lol:byist must l:e functional. 

z.t:>st of us in America are aware of our African Brothers' ~ 
hensions about us as sane of us are <g;~rehensive about them. But 
I can assure you that in It¥ travels thou;Jha.1t the city of Dar in 
July 1974, and while visiting the offices of SWAPO, ZAPU, FRELIM:>, 
and M:>L.INM:D {an organization for the liberation of the Canoro Islands) , 
I foW'Xi that IlDSt of our brothers were nore than eager to get our 
support in bringing their plight to the CCI1Scienoe of Black Americans 
specifically, and any other cx:ncemed Americans in general. ZAPU 
and ZANU officials were visibly disturbed over the actions of sore 
IIBlbers of the American delegation to the Sixth Pan-African Calgress, 
whidl quite <g;~ropriately has been described as ' a cross between a 
~o's Who of petit bourgeois conference goers and middling "celebri­
ties," ~us a few dyed-in-the-system reactionaries, of all "ideolo­
gies . "' But these officials were able to see it as s:inply another 
ploy by the C.I.A. to forestall the inevitable fruition of the Black 
ethos . It is with this in mind that I think it aprcpos that we 
turn our attention to the black a:mm.mity in the united States, for 
it is here that such a tremerilous :inpact can be made on American 
foreign policy tc:WcU:ds positive action for Africa. 'lhus we may per­
haps be able to avoid such egocentric &:x::uments as the National 
Security Study ~randum 39 {NSSM 39) .14 And given the nature of 
our American wcry of life, it is the American black OCJlJlllility that 
must seriously look at itself oojectively if any positive political 
inroads are to be made. 

To just think about Africa, Afro-Americans, the legislative 
prooess and the evident weak political c Zout of the black electorate 
on what is said or dale in Africa by the U.s. , instead of expressing 
one ' s inner ccnvictions either verbally or actively thro.lgh the 
poZiti caZ process is tantanount to alla-ri.ng the t hief to ravish the 
house and its female occupants in hopes that your life would be spared. 
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Such a positioo oo Africa has becxme c:ustanacy for generatioos of 
Af:ro-Anericans arXl as with the old Sambo Phobia it is best 
handled by xelegatinq such a tqri.c to the far inner readles of the 
sutxx:nsciousness. But as IOOSt blades have experienced, the tqri.c 
nevei lies domant. It is as real as the very blackness that is 
a part of our eveeyday awakening in white Anerica. OUr bladaless 
alale dictates that we re8pCC1d to the inertia of legislative ini­
tiatives for a nore positive awroacn towaxds Africa, because to 
cxntinue to allow this to happen is to deny the very soil f:mn 
which oor bl.adaless sprang. 

One could postulate that a lack of awareness oo the part of 
Af:ro-l!mericans towaxds Africa can be attributed to tile historical 
legacy of slavexy that has been a stigma oo black cxnsciousness , 
and the desire or the part of many blacks to IIDVe into the scr 
called Anerican mainstream of life. 'lhe feelinq is that ale prere­
quisite for such a move into the mainstream, is the denial of 
Africa and the acx:eptanoe of a Elm:HJentric ~of life. 
One oould also lay the blcme for such a void oo the establi.sl'ment­
arians , who, aver the years, have fed blade Allericans biased infor­
mation oo the place of Africa and the black man in the world. But 
then again it would sinply be a oc:nvenient way of avoiding the 
real issue as to ~ accusatioos shruld be made. Perllaps in the 
final analysis the lack of insight into an African perspective 
will have to be directed towaxds a black CXliiii.II'lity that refuses 
to accept the fact that tlu:cJu;jh its b~ackness it is allied with 
that black oootinent. It is this Black Alliance that urges Af:ro­
.Americans to assert themselves politically, and eoonanically, in 
calling forth a nore postitive cg>roach to Africa by the United 
States GoveD'unent. 

Tota.l1:inq cg>roximately ·30 million people, the Afro-Allerican 
cx:mrunity is the l..argest black cxmrunity ootside of Africa. And 
this m:rrber alCXle makes it larger than xoost African states. '!his 
in itself should be evidence enoogh to dem::mstrate that our poli­
tical cZ.out in the u.s. arena of fm:e.ign policy should be nore 
effective than it has been in the last b.u centuries. 'lhel:e are 
other ethnic groups in this oounb:y 1lltlose ~tioo peroent:a;Jes 
are nowhere near the above nllli>er, but their political influence 
into foreign policy and danestic issues is far oot of _proportion.lS 
~ they may ~ to lack nmerically they have made up for 
eoooanically, and this has a.llowed political inroads. Given 
the nature of western capitalism, this disproportiooal iupact oo 
the political arena is possible, especially where the eocn:mic 
variable bea:rnes a silent equalizer. Although Af:ro-Allericans are 
the largest ethnic minority in the United States, and have been 
in this counb:y as lcng, if not lcnger, than xoost white Americans, 
their political and eocn:mic inroads into the scrcalled American 
mainstream are definitely far too disproportional to the rule of 
historical residency. 

One oould also point to the est<t>l.ishrrentarians for this 
legacy of black periP'leral or marqina.l participation. Yet one 
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oould also mantion a black legacy of an absence of a cx:armmity 
of interest tcwards the cx:rrrocn goal of total black involvarent 
in the political and eo::nanic institutiCtlS in America.l6 If 
Watergate deronstrated anything, it was how far remJVed blacks 
are fran the :reins of political and ecx:nanic ~. which of it­
self necessitates the imrediate developnent of a a::mfinned cx::rmu­
nity of pw:pose in overo::ming institutional IllaJ:9inality. l7 In 
ove.ro::ming institutional marginality, Blade America must fully 
a.clalcMledge that it is an cppressed- oolari.zed cx:mmmity within 
\'bite America, and that for generaticns it has 0een deiri.ed access 
to the 'means of producb.on' because ot wnidl Jlmarican ilq;:len.alists 
have found it quite easy to export this differential approach to 
our black brothers in Africa and elsewhere in the 'lhird \'brld. 
Ul'xJlleStianably, when blade America arrives at this level of 
consciousness it bea::rres revolutionary, which is an essential 
elerrent in beo::ming a lcilbyist for the blade cause. 

Here I am reminded of what Gadapo related to me cxnoernirv;J 
their retreat fran the interior of Angola after having destroyed 
their chjective. Many in the group fouOO. it difficult toM 
up with the pains of h1.mger, and urged their leader to allow them 
to attack a Ji'ortuguese base in order to get food. '!he leader, 
aware of his directives to retreat without detection, bade his 
followers take note of the ripening mangoes on a nearby tree, 
and that in a ff?N days they would be ripe enough to consmJe. 
'lhe foil~, i.rrbued with the prilosophy of the supremacy of 
ultimate victory, but nevertheless radeed with h'!D3"er, elected to 
wait for the fruit. Detenni.nation, a:mnitnent, you name it. Yet 
it is a level of consciousness that, for many of us, is difficult 
to canprehend, yet the mark of a true revolutionary who has gram 
to encx:rrpass the totality of the blade man's plight. 

I an reminded also of those YD'ID3" soldiers of FRELIMJ, 
ZANU, ZAPU, and SWAPO, deployed aloog the borders of their 
homeland, who waited or are anxiously waiting for their tum to 
cross over and "strike a blow and die"l8 for an ultimate chjective 
that many of them would not be present to see unfold. But as 
revolutionary lcilbyists for the black et hos they had made their 
ocmni.trrent to insure that for those who came after them, this 
would be a historical fact. 

With this as the background1 _and as sure as our "Blade 
Awakening in Capitalist America".cl is a fact, we must: make that 
a:mnitrrent to the total liberation of blade people around the world. 
In the words of Canrade Ndabaningi Sithole, President of ZANU, "We 
are our am liberators. n20 Black Americans must bear in mind, as 
black people throughout the world have care to realize, and as the 
forces of FRELIM> so well renetbered, that for us it must be total 
IXty5ical, intellectual, and psychological "Independencia du norte 
[mais [ VENCEm-DS!": Independence or death but we will have victory' 21 
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FOOINJ1'ES 
1. Historically this has been sho.m through repeated refusals 

oo the part of the blad<s in the united States to either 
be totally colari.zed in Africa or elsewhere: The American 
Colanizatioo Society failed in its efforts; President Lincoln 
failed in his and Marcus Garvey had little response to his 
JOOVelrent to :ret:lml. Cf., B. Quarles, "Evacuatioo with the 
British," in The Negro in the American RevoZ.ution (Chapel 
Hill, 1961); B. Quarles, The Negro in the Making of America 
(New Yotk, 1969), pp. 95-96, pp.ll2-115, pp. 195-197. 

2 . Quoted in Afro-Americans and Africa: The Continuing Dialectic, 
a minority report by Elliott P. Skinner, p . 8 

3. It was DuBois' efforts which \olere .respoosible for keeping 
black people of America info:cned aOOut: Africa in the early 
decades of the present oentucy: Pzlppreaaion of the African 
Slave ~ to America, Ph.D. 'lhesis, Harvard, and published 
as vol. 1. of Hal:vard university' s Historical Series, 1896; 
Dusk of Dawn (1940); The World and Africa (New York, 1946) . 

4. Although Garvey never attended a Pan African Congress, the 
ideology of his universal Negro Il:tprovellEl'lt Associatioo can be 
said to have ena:rrpassed the black ethos 8f unity. 

5 . Proclaimed by many to have been the "Spiritual leader of 
m:x1exn indepenr:lesloe llOIIelle'lt in Africa and as chief apostle ot 
Pan-African unity." He was a fil:m believer in the idea that 
independence witb:>ut unity was nean:ingless . Cf . , J . Gus 
Liebencw, ~ch Road to Pan-African unity? 'lhe Sanniquel.lie 
Conference, 1959," in Poz.itica in Africa (New York, 1966), 
Carter, G. (Ed.), pp. 1-31. 

6. '!his lang-time Pan-Africanist has cxntributed inmensely to 
the political develcprent of blad<. peoples, and was a pr:ilnary 
cawener of the Sixty Pan-African Congress: "Pan-Africanist 
C.L. R. Janes," S. K.B. Asante, Africa, No.30. February 1974; 
"Sam Questioos About the Sixth Pan-African Calgress," I:mc:ml 
Amiri. Baraka, The BZ.ack Scho'LaP, Vol. 6, No. 2, Octdler 1974, 
pp.42. 

7. Percy Andersoo, "Portu;Jal and the Erxi of Ultra-colari.alism," 
New Left Review, No. 16, July-August 1962, p.ll2; Marvin 
Harris, Portugal. 'a African Wards (New York, 1960) . 

8. To date, MPIA, SINA, and miTA have been able to SUIIOOUnt 
their ideological differences, and are r01 preparing for an 
equity of political control with independence. 
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9 . '!he argurent against N. Davis is that his oonfil:matian would 
not help African-American relatioos in the loog nm; and it 
is alleged that he had sanething to oo with the overthrow 
of the Allende regilre in Oti.le, (L.A. Times 3- 9- 75) , has been 
oonfi.J:Ired! 

10. An excellent exarrple is the respa:lSe sent to the late 
President John F. Kennedy by the African Heads of State 
netting in Addis Ababa, after they were beaned a rressage of 
good will by Gordon Cooper in May 1963: "'lhe Negroes who, 
even while the oonference was in session have been subjected 
to the roost inhunane treatment, who have been blasted with 
fire hoses cranked up to sudl pressure that the water would 
strip bark off trees, at whan the police have del..iberately 
set snarling dogs, are Our Own Kith and Kin .. • '!he ally offenses 
whidl these people have a:mnitted are that they are Black and 
that they have dananded the right to be free and to hold 
their lieads up as citizens of the united States . " Quoted in 
Skinner, cp. cit., pp. 22-23.- (underlining my own) 

11. Interview, Canrade Gu!lbo, Lusaka, Zanbia, 4 Deoerrber 1973. 

12. Interview, Gadapo, Lusaka, Zarrbia, 30 Deoerrber 1973, 7 
January 1974. 

13. Imanu Amiri Baraka, cp. cit. , p.44. 

14. '!he essence of NSSM 39 is that "Our tangible interests fonn a 
basis for our oontacts in the region, [Southern Africa! and 
these can be maintained at an acceptable political oost. " 
'lhis in itself is an affra:.t to black America for it puts 
oorporate wealth above that of hunan dignity, and in the words 
of Representative John catyers, Jr. "It dramatically illus­
trates the bankruptcy of American foreign policy . " 
Jdm Conyers, Jr., "'llle united States ' Grc:Ming Support for 
Racism in South Africa," The B'Lack Scho'Ltn', Vol. 6 Nl.mber 4, 
Deoenber 1974, p . 35. "'llle Secret u.s. Plan for Southern Africa," 
The B'Lack Scho'Ltn', Vol. 6, No.4, Dece!ltler 1974, FP · 39- 48 . 

15. An exanple of this inertia of legislative initiative is the 
oontinual desregard an the part of Blad< leqislators and/or 
Blad< legislative lawyers to press Ccngress on its inability 
to can:y out the oonsequences for states whidl oontinue to 
disregard Section 2 of the Fourteenth JIIIEndrrent. 'lhese states 
have oonvenientiy gotten around the "denial of vote" through 
legislative gen:ymandering of the blad< electorate, whidl 
oonsequently has affected black representation in both H:>uses of 
Congress. With a larger Blad< representation in both Houses , 
our infllP_nce upon legislation ooncerning Africa would be 
greatly felt. 
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16. Anerica"s intimate relations with the State of Israel is 
an exanple of this disproportional cgn:oadl to the political 
arena. Jews may hold dual citizenship. california Coogressman 
Waxman ' s revelations about his initial rejecticn by the Saudi 
Arabian goverrment for a visa made headlines, but then again 
South Africa' s stand oo 1\marican Blad<s visiting that oountry 
seldcm gets such attential. After the Mideast War in 1973, 
the u.s. gave Israel an "extraordinaey $2.2 billioo grant " 
to enable it to rebuild its amaments, while total grants and 
loans to all of Africa cnly totaled $135 millicn. Cf. "lii:::M 
Africa is Short Changed, " William R. Cotter, Afri can Repor>t, 

17. '!be variable of racism as a limiting factor must be oonsidered. 

18. It is the :imlediac.y of such a task that the black ld;byi.st 
must disseminate to the black c:xmnunity. 

19. Here ooe is reminded of that early Malawian Pan-Africanist, 
John Ori.l..elttlwe, Imoortalized in the narrative, Strike a BlOIV 
and Die, (can'bridge, 1967), R.I. ~. (Ed.). 

20. Cf. , a:tlert L . Allen, Black A!Jakening in Capitalist America 
(Garden City, 1970) . 

21 . ''We Are Our CMn Liberatom," Presidential address by canrade 
Ndabaninc;i Sithole at the Party OXlgiesS in Golelo, z~, 
May 21-23, 1964. 

22 . "Message of the President of FRELIM>," included in the April­
June issue of Mozambique Revolution, No. 59, 1974, the official 
organ of the Iot:>zarrbique Liberaticn Front. 

* * * * * * 

A.J . WILLIAMS- MYERS is a Doctoral Candidate in African History, 
UCLA . 


