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HENRY B. MASAIIKO CHIPEMBEERE

Ufahamu announces with a deep sense of loss the sudden
death of an Africanist politician, Henry B. M. Chipembere.
Mr. Chipenbere died at the age of 45 on September 24 in Ios Angeles
after a brief illness. We remember him as a progressive African
politician whose refusal to tgy Dr. Kamizu Banda's egotistical
and pro-South African political steps resulted in his fleeing his
country, Malawi (formerly Nyasaland) in 1964. We also recall with
pride that Chipembere's first public account of the crisis in
Dr. Banda's government was carried in Ufchamd Vol. 1, Number 2,
Fall 1970, under the title Mglawi in Crisis: 1l964. This article,
which constitutes an indictment of a renegade African "govermment
which has been turning to places like South Africa and [the then]
Portuguese controlled Mozambique for protection," remains one of
Chipembere's finest and a bedrock of his poltical ideology.

Mr. Chipenbere was educated in Malawi, at Rhodesia's
Goramonzi School, and at Fort Hare University, South Africa
where he received his B.A. in politics and history. After his
graduation fram Fort Hare in 1954, he entered the Malawi political
scene where his roles included being a member of the Legislative
Council, representative of the Nyasaland African Congress, General
Treasurer of the Malawi Congress party, Minister of Local Govern-
ment and later, Minister of Education.

In 1964, Mr. Chipembere fled into exile following his dis-
agreement with Dr. Banda over govermment policy. He came to the
United States and received an M.A. degree at UCLA in 1966. Then
he returned to Tanzania to teach at Kivukoni College.

Until his death, Mr. Chipembere was a history candidate in
philosophy at UCIA and professor of African history at California
State University, Los Angeles.

Ufahams laments the untimely death of this illustrious African
whose quiding light, bright and intense, burned out rather too
quickly. We extend our sympathies to his wife, Catherine, his
eight children and other mewbers of his family.





