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“UltraSimageddon:” An Intra-city
Emergency Medicine Residency
Competition

Olson A, Olson N, Chin E, Gelabert C, Sisson C /University
of Texas Health San Antonio, San Antonio, Texas

Background: Interactive educational methods
are gaining favor over lecture-based didactics for
emergency medicine (EM) education. Simulation(Sim)
and ultrasound(US) are useful for reducing lecture-based
teaching and integrating the growing emphasis in graduate
medical education on knowledge application, direct
observation, standards-based evaluations, and team-based
care. Collaborative, team-based activities can improve
communication skills and teamwork. Cities with multiple
residencies have an opportunity for collaboration and
resource sharing.

Educational Objectives: Our goals for the
“UltraSimageddon” project were to increase the
collaboration between intra-city EM residencies, create a
non-lecture based learning experience, facilitate hands-
on team-based medical care, and explore the residents’
reception of Sim and US curricular integration.

Curricular Design: The “UltraSimageddon” project
had two organizers: the Sim and US program leaders
at two academic EM residencies in San Antonio, TX.

EM residents from both programs rotated and competed

at stations that involved Sim cases using high fidelity
simulators, US skills assessments, and EM board-style
questions. Learning objectives and point-valued checklists
were created for each station; scores were totaled. The

final event of the day was a “Simwars”-style competition
that integrated Sim and US skills. After the cases, a short
debriefing was completed on non-medical skills involved in
the cases. An online survey was sent to the residents after
the experience to assess the event.

Impact/Effectiveness: Overall, 95% of respondents
would like to see this type of collaborative educational activity
in the future (21/22). The median response was 4/5 regarding
the usefulness of the experience on a 1-5 Likert scale.

We were successful in creating an enjoyable, collaborative
active experience between two EM residencies that involved
Sim and US and challenged medical and non-medical skills.
This type of project can be replicated at other institutions. The
short concise post-sim debriefings focused on non-medical
skills, but could be adjusted according to different preset
objectives. Continued improvements of these events require
resident buy-in; their feedback is essential to improving future
iterations of the project.

A Novel Eye Model for Simulation in Lateral
Canthotomy

Nielson J, Coleman K, /Virginia Tech Carilion,
Roanoke, Virginia

Background: We sought to develop an inexpensive
simulation model that could be used for instruction of
the emergency medicine model of practice for lateral
canthotomy. Ophthalmologic emergencies present an
opportunity for severe morbidity. Lateral canthotomy
provides an opportunity for intervention and can be
vision saving if performed promptly. With the temporal
relationship of increased intra-ocular pressure (IOP)
associated with Orbital Compartment Syndrome (OCS),
especially secondary to traumatic injuries with associated
retro-bulbar hematoma there is a need for Emergency
Providers (EPs) to have the ability to perform potentially
vision saving procedures. While an important skill, it is
infrequently performed with an estimated 0.088% incidence
among craniomaxillofacial (CMF) emergencies. The
ability to gain and maintain competency can be difficult
and expensive often relying on cadaveric models. We aim
to provide an inexpensive, high fidelity simulation model
to give providers the opportunity to gain and maintain
competency with lateral canthotomy.

Educational Objectives: Gain familiarity and
psychomotor skills for competently addressing a lateral
canthotomy procedure.

Curricular Design: Using easily obtained items and
animal eyes, we constructed an inexpensive model for
lateral canthotomy. For this model, eyes from recently
harvested bovine and ovine specimens were used. Each
model was less than ten dollars (US) to build. The models
can be maintained in a refrigerated environment for at least
3 days. Desiccation due to refrigeration can be repaired
with insufflation of the anterior chamber and/or vitreous
with crystalloid solution. The models were used in small
groups to walk learners through the procedure

Materials:

*  Wig/beautician model heads may be obtained in beauty
supply shops, online or in craft stores

e Animal eyes-local butchers and slaughterhouses can
provide recently decapitated heads for dissection.

In our example, a local butcher shop processed deer

carcasses and provided the heads without charge.

Bovine or porcine heads can also be used.

* Industrial epoxy and glue. For this model we used
Gorilla Glue® as it provides a bubble filled, expansive
matrix that stabilizes the eye tissue in its orbit.

* Cyanoacrylate- for adhering the rubber components
together
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