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Possible budget ccts we face with cwx stale fiscal 
crisis kck~de Emergency Medical Sewices, ELgibiE- 
3ty CgtstS, Provider Rate Cuts and redirection s f  the 
$24.8 million Cigarette Tax h d s .  UII tec now 12s 
deRmtive action has o c c ~ ~ ~ e d  on ".he c ~ ~ u ~ e n :  yea: 
budget to affect Emergency P11ys;claws. UJe have 
had some great successes in the 2ast yea: kceplng 
Medical F w b ~ g  (AB3006) keepkg f~xiiE;f 
Me&-Cd eE@b~iqa 

- SB Sx-Romero: ""Nickel a  id^" - Support 
Identical to SB 108, this bill has passed the 

Senate Health and B m a n  Services Cowmsaee by 
an 8-2 vote. This bill would place a nlckel-a-cb4rk 
fee on alcoholic beverages hoping t-o ~aise  ~pproxn- 
rnately $700 ixillisn to fmd ED xid T:ama Cen- 
ters. Nickel a drink is supported by Cal/A CEP, the 
CMA and 65 other organizations. Ht was opposed 
by the wine md liquor ~ndus ty~  

- AB372- Kehoe- Support position 
This bill would place a fee on HMOs and 

Health hswers to h d  poison control centers. 

- AB 140 1 -Walk- Watch position 
California HospikE Association-sponsored bill, 

provides idomation for c h k q  c a e  to mhswed 
patients. Tks  also assists patients in !rnowELng if they 
are eligible for govern-ent sponsored proga~ms, 
hospital charity or discounted payaent policy 

- AB 1628- Framer- Oppose unless amended 
HMO sponsored legislation to wquice hospi- 

tals to call the HMO in order to be reimbursed pest 
patient skbilimtio~~ 

- SB IS  I - Burton- Suypofi position 
CalP-%rrJa FFde&cal A-ssociation spo~sored bill 

I I ~ " eiiirinatk~g ei13dcgbe ~ r ~ s a ; ~ ~ ' j : ~ ~ ~ ~  far s ~ k e d ~ ~ l e  11 
controlled subst~noes. 

As we were preparing in b/daj7 itc publish CaJEbh's 
S p ~ n g  2003 iswa, we rpecei~~ied additional g e &  

. .? aetvs. Tfys wnd be dek6i.,Yled i& thhg July-September 
2063 issue. Hwevm? in S Y J T ~ ~ ~ I - ~ ~ ~  $be Goven~or's 
May revision to the Budget included <he sane 
$24.8 Million ~~ihic&-u he beeirl allocatkbg fsr the 
iasC 4 year to elnergency physieia~?~~ and on-cali 

~ ~ p:.Yysaelans s;h$3-cLgh tbAe 1i'a.ddy Elvis Frnds. T ~ s  
~. 

hdeed ineTt:qs conslde~lfig fkLe brLdger crisis and 
widespread cuts in bealthcaz-pe ad, ether sewices 

B ' across the stake. If you recall fi:om ourgrevl~us 
"D&tP +L.'.- -'v,*p*. - a 8 -, W g  WL?~LB nac :xen reR~2.roa/ed f imr the 
Go~iewor's State 3si;j6gef 3112 wss p r e s u ~ ~ e d  s 

* ,  

m-ajsar :@&J.G$D~ 1~ fijjk& &3~&& cpjr: wspld~rs~  
compe,~s&e ~~,F, 'TS f ir .  anhnded aa$iellt e m r -  

gency care. .of course, s$:31 needs to be IF- 
., ~ * -. ?rovedL by the s;tsee iegas:2-'%:dre. biowe..ieq ;he 

* ~ ~ " i~~clusron an fbe S ~ ~ q ~ , ~ r s '  Scdget 1s ~Jready a 
1m.ajo~ victaq~ and ~ b s h c l e  -Ar&s S U I F ~ ~ ~ P _ ~ ~  

In other good news, 'the Gsaremor reversed his 
prior decision to c~kt brledi-Ca,F,I ligibility, !i,keep&ng 
250,000 to 380,000 people on the Medi-CaH 
progzm~. These patients would halie othcnwise 
become urinsnred aad a g ~ i n  cmsed a major source 
of loss of revenue to emergency 13-ysicians. 

Again, these u e  n~zjc~r great news - parti~ula1-~ 
in thw-aeue~t enviro~ment of md budget 
cuts This goes again to demonstrate the crit~cal 
mpodmce of your con&~bution to om Emergency 
Physician kegisl~tive activaties such as the CALI 
ACSP l,egislativeAmual ConiTere~~ce vd19ch we co- 
sponsored this year9 and mest importantly to the 
one wated EitP-AC fwd. "{our c~ntnb~t ioas  are 
vital to o w  SLCXSS in the State Capital. :Jik need 
yow help ard s q o ~ s r t ~  T ~ S  can be eas~-y s h b ~ ~ t t e d  
5y sendlng a check to EPdPAC at the CALlAAZh!: 
Office IE Calabesas oi. by e-rnacmg 
c a l a e m m @ ~ e m m o ~ g  for 8ddt~81'1d rns~~c'6101:s 
Thardk you for your confieence and ~ q p o r t  


