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Background: Simulated patient encounters offer a dynamic and interactive teaching modality to engage 

learners. They can be used for formal instruction but also informally to generate excitement about emergency 

medicine. Halloween offers an opportunity to create a festive and theme-based simulation experience for 

learners.  

Objectives: 

1) To foster medical student interest in emergency medicine through a high-fidelity simulator and 

standardized patient activity embedded in a Halloween theme.  

2) To expose students to select core content areas of emergency medicine.  

Curricular design: Five scenarios were created with specific learning objectives spanning the topics of 

cardiac arrest, trauma, and toxicology. Each scenario featured a Halloween based narrative and character. For 

each station there was a patient- who could be a simulator, person in costume, or inanimate creature – and a 

guide to help students through the case. Students were introduced to each station through a doorway 

instruction sheet and then had 15 minutes to complete the encounter. Four emergency medicine faculty and 

four emergency medicine residents served as characters or guides. Twenty-three medical students from all 

years of training participated in the Haunted ED working in groups of two or three. The following day they 

were sent an online survey to provide feedback on their experience.  

Impact/Effectiveness: Feedback from the students was uniformly positive with 83% of students (19/23) 

responding to the survey. Seventy-four percent of respondents identified the Haunted ED as one of the best 

learning activities they have participated in as a medical student. In terms of amount of perceived learning, 

32% of students identified as having learned a great amount and 53% as learning an exceptional amount. All 

respondents stated the Haunted ED should be held again next year. The Haunted ED proved to be an enjoyable 

and high-yield activity to provide students with exposure to emergency medicine. 



 

Figure 1.  



 

Figure 2.  

 


