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Introduction/Background: Ultrasound (US) is a skill integral to the practice of emergency medicine 

(EM). Emergency US fellowship programs train future leaders and develop the necessary skills to successfully 

lead an US program. Currently, no standardized evaluation tool exists for US fellows, and there is wide 

variability among programs. 

Educational Objectives: We propose a milestone-based system to assess fellow competencies. We 

describe a graduated approach for the key knowledge, skills, abilities, attitudes, and experiences for US 

fellows. 

Curricular Objectives: The milestones include Clinical Ultrasonography, Education and Teaching, 

Administrative Leadership, Research and Scientific Discovery, and Advocacy (Image 1). The milestones and 

individual components were developed using published ACEP US fellowship guidelines and expert consensus 

opinion. The milestones utilize the same 5 level approach as the ACGME-ABEM EM Milestones. Level 1 

represents expectations of an incoming fellow, Levels 2 and 3 represent progression through fellowship 

training, Level 4 corresponds with a graduating fellow, and Level 5 is that of an advanced practitioner. No 

specific resources are required for implementation, and milestones can be incorporated into monthly and 

quarterly fellow evaluations. The milestones also offer a structured longitudinal support to the fellowship 

curriculum. 

Impact/Effectiveness: Milestones would allow a standardized approach, ensure quality training across 

programs, and reduce variability. Fellows would receive well rounded training and gain experience essential to 

becoming an effective leader. We plan to study and validate these milestones. 



 

Figure 1. Proposed emergency medicine ultrasound fellowship milestones. 


