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Background: The Milestones Project is a joint initiative of the Accreditation Council for Graduate 

Medical Education and the American Board of Emergency Medicine, designed to assess the acquisition and 

progression of competency-based outcome expectations for Emergency Medicine (EM) residents. Many 

residency programs use standardized shift evaluations to gather milestone-related data. 

Objectives: To determine which milestones for Emergency Medicine are infrequently evaluated in the 

Emergency Department (ED) clinical setting.  

Methods: We gathered shift evaluations of 43 residents in a PGY I-III EM residency program from July - 

October 2013. For each milestone on an evaluation, faculty had identified the item as either “not applicable” or 

observable (“yes” or “no”). For each milestone, the proportion of evaluations returned as “not applicable” was 

tabulated. Milestones that met the a priori threshold of >50% “not applicable” were identified as infrequently 

observed in the ED clinical setting. 

Results: The data set included 9730 ratings of 96 EM milestones. Eleven milestones were identified as 

exceeding the 50% threshold for being evaluated as “not applicable” in the ED clinical setting (Table 1). 

Conclusions: Our study identified a specific list of milestones that are difficult to observe in the ED 

clinical setting. In order to observe these milestones throughout an EM residency, additional methods of 

evaluation should be developed. Simulation cases, mock-patient encounters, knowledge-based examinations, 

and off-service evaluations may provide additional opportunities to demonstrate performance. 

 

 


